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Former Tulare County deputy who sexually

assaulted female drivers gets five-year sentence

BY LEWIS GRISWOLD

lgriswold@fresnobee.com

A former Tulare County sheriff ’s deputy who pulled over women during traffic stops and
sexually assaulted them has been sentenced to 5 years in prison and must register as a sex
offender for life.

William Nulick, 44, who had been free on bail, was handcuffed and taken into custody after
Tulare County Superior Court Judge Kathryn Montejano handed down the sentence
Wednesday.

Nulick pleaded no contest last year to two felony counts of oral copulation under color of
authority and no contest to two counts of misdemeanor sexual battery.

By pleading no contest, he avoided a trial and potentially a life sentence. If a jury had found
him guilty of all the charges filed against him, he could have been been sentenced to 25
years to life in prison.

William Nulick forced himself on women during traffic stops

He pleaded no contest to several assault charges

Nulick, 44, must register as a sex offender for life

HIGHLIGHTS

William Nulick, a former Tulare County sheriff’s deputy, is taken away in handcuffs after a judge sentenced him to prison
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Two victims addressed the court in Spanish.

“He’s torn my life apart,” one said. “He caused me a lot of emotional pain … I’m very scared
and just can’t trust anyone. This has changed my life.”

Another victim broke down in tears.

“I feel fortunate to some extent my life was not taken from me,” she said.

Nulick was arrested after one victim reported to authorities in October 2014 that she had
been stopped by a deputy who, after she said she didn’t have a driver’s license, told her that
he’d let her go in exchange for oral sex. She refused.

He forced her to follow him to a remote location where he sexually assaulted her, the
sheriff ’s department said.

Investigators arrested Nulick a few days later after finding video images from a store in
Monson in northern Tulare County that confirmed he was on duty in the area where she said
the assault occurred.

After the sentencing, prosecutor Cindy Underwood said the victims are traumatized and fear
law enforcement because of what happened to them.

“He took away their dignity,” she said.

Nulick used the power of his uniform and patrol car to pick on “victims who he didn’t think
were going to report (him) to law enforcement,” she said.

Nulick has been a deputy for about two years when he was arrested. Other alleged victims
came forward after his arrest was widely reported.

The charges against Nulick involved four victims.

Nulick’s attorney Galatea DeLapp of Fresno noted that more than 40 letters of support for
her client were sent to the court.

“This is a man who has had a flawless record up to this point,” she said at the sentencing.

After the sentencing hearing, the defense attorney told reporters that Nulick cooperated with
investigators and has “accepted responsibility.”

Nulick wanted to address the court, but his legal counsel in civil lawsuits against him advised
him not to speak, DeLapp said.

The sheriff ’s department and the county are also being sued in federal court.

Lewis Griswold: 559-441-6104, @fb_LewGriswold
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HE TOOK AWAY THEIR DIGNITY.
Cindy Underwood, Tulare County prosecutor
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2 Comments Sort by 

Harlan Horvath · California State University, Fresno
Absolute worst piece of scum. 5 years? Really. Rape and forced oral sex. You know there are alot
more victims out there as well. Justice system fails yet again. Who exactly would write a letter of
support for a rapist using the badge and gun to commit said crimes (which I assume the supporters
are cops too). Their heads should be examined as well because if they support this rapist, then you
know where their moral standards are. Obviously, it's not with the people they have SWORN to
protect and serve. This guy should be castrated and fed to the wolves in prision.

Like · Reply · 4 · Jan 13, 2016 1:20pm

Mac McCauley · Granite Bay, California
Why would you asume it's other cops? Do you think any of the guys he worked with support
him?

"This guy should be castrated and fed to the wolves in prision."

We won't even execute henious murderers. Never happen

Like · Reply · 1 · Jan 13, 2016 4:16pm

FelixandLydia Hernandez
Obviously the guy is a sex addict!! Going to the most appropriate place for him. So with that said he's
not going to feel like punishment at all. Sexually Violating is his high...he's a sick person!
Like · Reply · Jan 14, 2016 8:14am
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