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2015 Cop sexual misconduct

A Jacksonville police officer disciplined for a widely circulated picture of him in uniform closely
embracing his girlfriend is in trouble again.

This time Officer Irving Diaz let a “scantily” dressed woman in “short shorts” drive his police car to
a Southside Hooters in October, according to a Sheriff’s Office internal affairs report obtained by
the Times-Union Thursday afternoon. Only authorized personnel are allowed to drive Sheriff’s
Office vehicles, per department policy.

Diaz also inappropriately used a police database to look up if the woman had warrants, according
to the report.

It is unclear if the woman is the same woman as photographed in June.

Diaz received a written reprimand for unbecoming conduct for the June photo that the internal
affairs report said reflected negatively on the office. The most recent internal affairs report on
Diaz sustained several complaints against him after two people saw a woman driving his patrol
car.

Neshia Thomas took the photo and told WJXT TV-4 that the uniformed officer also was kissing
the woman while she pressed him against his patrol car.

“I mean kissing, smooching, like French kissing. Not a simple kiss on the lips,” she told the
station. “All they needed was a bed to fall out of the sky. It was just ridiculous.”

The woman in the June photo was Diaz’s girlfriend, the Sheriff’s Office said when the photo
became public.

In the most recent internal affairs case, officials received a complaint Oct. 4 from Jonathan
Potter, who’s married to Diaz’s former wife. Potter reported seeing a woman drive Diaz’s patrol
car while he was parked outside Diaz’s home while he was dropping off Diaz’s children for a
scheduled visit. The report notes that Diaz showed up 15 minutes late.

When Diaz arrived, he got out of the passenger side of his patrol car and a woman later identified
as 24-year-old Rebecca Guzman-Phillips got out of the driver’s side before running into Diaz’s
home wearing “short shorts” and a T-shirt.

In a second complaint submitted to internal affairs, Southside resident Tim Burris reported similar
details about Guzman-Phillips driving Diaz’s patrol car on Oct. 6, but this time to a Hooters on
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San Jose Boulevard.

Guzman-Phillips is described as “scantily” dressed with “short shorts” and Diaz wasn’t in uniform,
according to the report

Burris noted these details to investigators because it was “obvious that she was not a police
officer” based on “the way she was dressed,” according to the report.

A manager at the restaurant said he had never heard of Guzman-Phillips and that she didn’t work
there.

The internal affairs investigation also found that Diaz searched the woman’s name in a police
database called the National Crime Information Center on two different dates to check for
warrants.

That’s also against Sheriff’s Office policy, according to the internal affairs report.

Diaz admitted to investigators that he allowed Guzman-Phillips to drive his patrol car twice in
October and that he searched her name in the police database because she was often around
his children, according to the report.

“Diaz’s explanation was that he made a “bad decision,” the report said.

Internal affairs sustained two counts of improper action and one count each of unbecoming
conduct, repeated infractions of unbecoming conduct and improper use of computer software.

The internal affairs report supplied by the Sheriff’s Office doesn’t include what discipline Diaz
received for the most recent breaches of policy.

The Sheriff’s Office hasn’t provided Diaz’s complaint and discipline history to the Times-Union,
which requested the documents Thursday afternoon.

“The investigation and discipline speak for itself,” Sheriff’s Office spokeswoman Melissa Bujeda
said in an email. “There will be no other statement in reference to this incident.”

Derek Gilliam: (904) 359-4619


