
4/27/16, 10:28 AMPolice chief indicted in sexual assault case | WKEF

Page 1 of 2about:blank

Police chief indicted in sexual assault case abc22now.com

2016 Cop Rapist Joseph Cotterman

SHELBY COUNTY -- The Jackson Center police chief is facing sex charges for an alleged
incident with a 19-year-old woman. Chief Joseph Cotterman was indicted by a Shelby County
grand jury on one count of gross sexual imposition Thursday, February 25, 2016. He had been off
the job for several weeks after the mother of the woman called the Shelby County Sheriff's Office
to say her daughter had been sexually assaulted by the police chief.

"Today was grand jury day and the evidence was presented with witnesses. And, Mr. Cotterman
was indicted," said Shelby County Sheriff John Lenhart. He said the alleged incident happened
while Cotterman was on duty.

"It was at his residence and he was in uniform," said Sheriff Lenhart.

A search warrant was issued for the home where evidence was found, according to Sheriff
Lenhart. Evidence collected from the home and a rape kit were submitted to the Ohio Bureau of
Criminal Investigation and Identification lab. Sheriff Lenhart said Cotterman denied the crime
during police interviews. Bond was set at $5,000. He was released on bail before the end of the
day. Meanwhile, Jackson Center residents were stunned and disappointed.

"Shock, I think is the first thing that comes to mind. It's sad that something like this would have
happened," said Bonnie Knasel of Jackson Center.

Christopher Gates also lives in the village. He said the news of the chief's arrest makes him
uneasy. "It's really just disturbing to think that the top cop in our town was arrested for something
of this nature," said Gates.

"It's difficult for the victim, a 19 year old to go through what she went through," said Sheriff
Lenhart. "And, then for the law enforcement community it's certainly difficult for us to arrest one of
our own." He said when

things like this happen, it's another "ding in our shield."

Meanwhile, village officials say the policing will go on. Lt. Charles Wirick has been the interim
village police chief since the allegations arose. The village released the following statement:

"The village became aware of Joseph Cotterman's arrest this afternoon at approximately 1:30
p.m. Mr. Cotterman remains on paid administrative leave until the Village and the Village Solicitor
have an opportunity to review this matter. Interim Chief Wirick and the Village Auxiliary police
officers continue to work diligently to meet law enforcement needs in Jackson Center at this time.
The Village has, and will, continue to work with the Shelby County Sheriff and Shelby County
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Prosecutor throughout this case. While we understand residents and the media may have
questions, the Village has no further comment at this time out of respect for the rights of the
alleged victim, Mr. Cotterman and the legal process.

-----

Earlier coverage:

JACKSON CENTER - The village police chief is in jail today after being indicted on a charge of
gross sexual imposition.

Jackson Center Police Chief Joseph E. Cotterman was accused on Jan. 27, 2016, of sexually
assaulting a 19-year-old woman. According to the Shelby County Sheriff's Office, the 19-year-old
woman's mother called the sheriff's office to report the assault.

Cotterman was interviewed Jan. 27 by deputies and he denied all allegations and was released.

Today (Feb. 25, 2016) a Shelby County grand jury handed down an indictment of one count of
gross sexual imposition, a fourth-degree felony.

A news release by Shelby County Sheriff John Lenhart indicates that the assault is alleged to
have happened while the chief was on duty.

"Although any case of this type is disturbing, what makes this more difficult is that the subject of
the investigation is a person of public trust," Sheriff Lenhart said. "My office handled this case just
as it would with any other case and used every resource to ensure a fair and impartial
investigation."

Lenhart said Cotterman was arrested without incident and was incarcerated in the Shelby County
Jail awaiting arraignment in Shelby County Common Pleas Court. Cotterman's bond was set at
$5,000.

The Jackson Center website says Cotterman lives in the village with his two children and he has
worked in law enforcement since 2002, when he was a police officer in Botkins. That same year,
he was employed at Jackson Center Police Department. He became chief in 2009. He also
serves on the Jackson Center Fire Department.

According to a news release from the Village of Jackson Center, Cotterman remains on paid
administrative leave until the village has a chance to review the matter. Lieutenant Chuck Wirick
has been named the interim police chief.

"The village has, and will, continue to work with the Shelby County Sheriff's Office and the Shelby
County Prosecutor throughout this case," the news release states.


