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Former Connellsville cop faces new sex charges
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2016 Cop Rape (new charge) Ryan Reese

UNIONTOWN, Pa. —A former Connellsville police officer awaiting trial on charges that he
accepted sexual favors from a minor in exchange for not filing drug charges against that
girl has been charged again, this time stemming from a similar incident with a 26-year-old
woman.

Ryan Reese, 43, is charged with one count each of rape and official oppression, and three
counts each of involuntary deviate sexual intercourse - forcible compulsion, sexual assault
and indecent assault, according to an online criminal docket posted Tuesday.

Pennsylvania State Police said the charges are the result of an investigation that began in
June, stemming from the young woman's allegation that Reese accepted sexual favors
from her while serving an arrest warrant at her home in Westmoreland County on July 29,
2011.

At that time, Reese was employed as a Connellsville city police officer and was a member
of the Fayette County Drug Task Force.

The date and time of the incident is listed as "January through June 2012" on a public
information report from the state police Bureau of Criminal Investigation.

Reese is also charged with threatening a Fayette County woman who was the subject of a
drug investigation. She testified before a grand jury that Reese told her if she did not
perform sex acts with him, that she would be jailed. The woman said she complied because
she was afraid to go to jail.

"No one is above the law, by any means. For someone to do the things that he is accused
of doing, that's definitely above and beyond. We are definitely held to a higher standard,"
Trooper Stefani Lucas said. "Obviously, if there are other victims out there, we do want to
encourage people to not be afraid to come forward."

Online records show that Reese's bond was set at $25,000 and has been posted.

The state attorney general's office is prosecuting the case against Reese. A preliminary
hearing in front of District Judge Ronald Haggerty Jr. is scheduled for March 14.
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