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2016 Cop Rape Thomas Tovar

In the wee hours of Feb. 16, 2013, Tovar drove Shari Martin to the Clarion Hotel in Muscatine
after her boyfriend, David Faust, was arrested for operating a motor vehicle while intoxicated.
Faust was pulled over in a routine traffic stop.

Tovar entered Martin's hotel room, and engaged in sexual intercourse with her. Martin testified
that she was intoxicated, and had only fragmented memories of the night of the incident.

Under Iowa law, a person convicted of a forcible felony is taken into custody immediately and
held in jail until sentencing.  

Tovar was stoic as he was handcuffed and lead out of the courtroom, but tears were shed by
others in the room after the verdict was delivered.

Denise Timmins and Robert Sand, with the Area Prosecutions Division of the Iowa Attorney
General's Office prosecuted the case due to a conflict of interest.

"I'm pleased and feel that justice has been served," Timmins said.

Timmins and Sand said they were grateful for the time and effort the jurors put forth, and Timmins
said a guilty verdict in this case could have an effect on women who have had a similar
experience.

"Shari Martin is a courageous woman who should be commended for standing up for herself. Her
standing up for herself leaves it open for many others out there who may not have their voice
yet," she said.

Sand presented the closing statements, and Timmins provided the rebuttal to the defense.

"His duty was to protect and serve...but the only person he served that night was himself,"
Timmins said.

In their statements, both Timmins and Sand referred to Tovar as predatory.

"The facts fit an experienced predatory police officer preying on a vulnerable woman," Sand said.

In closing arguments earlier Thursday, Murray Bell, a Davenport attorney representing Tovar, said
that although Tovar was married when the event occurred that didn't make his sexual act with
Martin a crime.  

"There may be something Tom did that you don't like, that's O.K. That doesn't make him guilty,"
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Bell said.

Timmins said Tovar used the trust in his position as a police officer invoked to commit the act.

"He used that position to violate her [Martin's] trust — to violate her," she said.

Tovar was charged in July 2013, and his last day at the Muscatine Police Department was Feb.
18, 2013. He had been a member of the department for 22 years.

Tovar's sentencing is scheduled for 9 a.m., July 26. The case was heard before District Judge
Mark Lawson in Muscatine County District Court.


