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Male officer at women’s prison faces
sex-with-inmates charge

BY JULIE K. BROWN

jbrown@MiamiHerald.com

An officer with a history of misconduct complaints was arrested
Wednesday on charges that he sexually abused two inmates at
Lowell Correctional Institution in Ocala, authorities said.

The arrest marks the first time that an officer at the prison has
been charged with a sex-related crime, and is the sixth arrest of a
Lowell officer since the Miami Herald published a series in

Women at the prison have complained for years of guards abusing them

Officers force them to have sex under threat of punishment

Man arrested Wednesday faces two third-degree felonies
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A Miami Herald I-Team investigation into corruption, sexual abuse and medical neglect at
the largest women's prison in the nation, Lowell Correctional. Reporting by Julie K. Brown
/ jbrown@miamiherald.com. Emily MichotEmily Michot - emichot@miamiherald.com
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December about female prisoners who had been abused,
threatened or forced to have sex with guards.

The yearlong investigation found that nearly every time an inmate
filed a complaint against an officer, she was sent to confinement,
a more restrictive form of incarceration where inmates are kept in
a small cell with little more than the clothes on their back for
weeks or even months. The women who complied with the
officers’ sex demands, however, were rewarded with better
treatment, with cheeseburgers and other free-world food, and
with basic necessities, like soap and toilet paper, that were always
in short supply.

Marion County Chief Assistant State Attorney Ric Ridgway said
the arrest Wednesday should be considered a warning to other
officers at the prison.

“This is not just punishing them, it’s also sending a warning to
officers that if you do this, there will be consequences,’’ Ridgway
said.

After the series, the Florida Department of Corrections hired a
new chief of investigations, and Ridgway assigned a prosecutor
and an investigator from his office to work with the agency to help
clean up the prison, the largest women’s compound in the nation.

“They have been working very closely with my people to put these
cases together,” Ridgway said.

Officer Charles Bair, who was hired in 2008, is facing two counts
of sexual misconduct, a third-degree felony. The 31-year-old
officer was arrested Wednesday by the Marion County Sheriff ’s
Office. Bail was set at $10,000.

The arrest affidavit alleges that Bair, whose wife is also a
corrections officer, was having sex with two inmates over a five-
month period, starting in August 2015. FDC’s office of Inspector
General had “received numerous allegations of improper conduct
to include sexual misconduct” about Bair, the affidavit said.

The Miami Herald reviewed hundreds of pages of records and
interviewed more than 30 inmates for the series. It also examined
four years of misconduct complaints. The women alleged a system
of flagrant sexual extortion, mixed with habitual and illegal
smuggling of drugs, tobacco and other contraband. There were
also complaints of officers forcing women to flash them their
breasts and participate in “breast-measuring contests.”

Despite being threatened, many women filed complaints that, for
the most part, were dismissed as unfounded. The few officers who
got caught were not prosecuted and rarely lost their jobs. They
were sometimes transferred to another prison.
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FDC Secretary Julie Jones installed a new warden at the prison in
2015 when an assistant warden, Marty Martinez, was fired for
having “improper” relations with inmates, some of whom called
him “Daddy.’’

The investigation showed that corrections officers felt that
Martinez was spending an inordinate amount of his time with
young, attractive women who were ushered into his office to
spend time alone with him for up to an hour. Martinez was
dismissed for conduct unbecoming an officer but was never
charged with a crime.

Bair was among several officers whose names had been
mentioned in complaints reviewed by the Herald. Another officer,
Brian Mitchell, was the subject of an investigation in 2014,
alleging that he was having an intimate relationship with an
inmate in the dorm where he worked and that it continued after
the inmate was released. That complaint was not sustained, but
Mitchell was arrested in April on charges of bribery, unlawful
compensation or reward for official behavior and unlawful use of
a communications device.
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Kenneth Frederick
Add Baltimore to the list, as well as, all prisons and jails.
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Sean Koehler
I highly doubt that he's the only one that is doing this. It's a bunch of
people covering up for each other and FDC is not going to arrest
everyone because that would show a major fail in the system. I feel
sorry for the women that will continue to be sexually abused in the
prison and the women who will feel the repercussions from telling
their story because it's going to get worse in there.

Like · Reply · 6 · Jun 2, 2016 4:29am

Bert Tainow
There should only be woman correction officers working in an area
where females are housed.

Like · Reply · 15 · Jun 2, 2016 4:42am

Sharon Duke · Tiffin University Undergraduate Admissions
They have sex with the inmates also, I know it first hand.

Like · Reply · 6 · Jun 2, 2016 5:06am

Willi Collins · Rutgers University
transgender woman......should be in charge.

Like · Reply · 3 · Jun 2, 2016 5:53am

April Hobbs · Works at Stay-at-home parent
It happens with the woman officers also I was just released
from there in February 29,2016 and it was hell

Like · Reply · 2 · Jun 3, 2016 4:41am

Littlenick N. Hernandez
Those corrections officers had their own private brothel in there and
free to boot.

A whole lot of women desperate enough to do something so
despicable so they, the incarcerated women, would get better
treatment from men whom they felt had control over their lives. 

I hope they punish them all severely and that it serves as an
example to all the other correctional facilities all over the country that
such abominable behavior by correctional officers will not be
tolerated.

Book'em Dano!!!

Like · Reply · 7 · Jun 2, 2016 4:57am

Elsie Johnson · American International College
Hope they get some tim,those are oppressors

Like · Reply · 2 · Jun 2, 2016 6:22am

Alex Slimak
Nice going scumbag
Like · Reply · Jun 2, 2016 7:14am

Mike Cumings · Works at Papa John's
time to put them in cell of there own not a good thing to once be a
officer and then be in prison

Like · Reply · 1 · Jun 2, 2016 8:24am

Joanne Kuder
At least these women will get more sympathy than their male
counterparts, particularly African Americans, locked away who have
complained for years about acts of violence, coercion, manipulation,
and illegal activity along with a host of other abuses that have long
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and illegal activity along with a host of other abuses that have long
been ignored by Tallahassee politicians because prisoners cannot
vote and voters do not care about this population. Unfortunately,
anything goes while incarcerated and society could care less.
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Terry Sobkowich
I read a statistic the other day that said if prison rapes were
counted in the crime statistics there are more men than
women raped every year in the USA.
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Time to put minutes on my Boost Mobile phone
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Omar Alvarez · Works at Jakks Pacific
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