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Midland officer, firefighter's sex
assault arrests stir policy review
Published: Thursday, January 01, 2004

Associated Press

MIDLAND (AP) — City officials are reviewing hiring procedures after the arrests on sexual
assault charges of two employees, including a veteran police officer involved in the 1987
rescue of Baby Jessica McClure.

The officer, William Andrew Glasscock Jr., was arrested Christmas Eve. He is accused of
raping a woman with whom he is acquainted at a residence in Odessa, Odessa police
spokesman Sherrie Thompson said.

The other employee, firefighter Jason Morrison, was arrested along with his twin brother
Dec. 23.

They are accused of sexually assaulting a 15-year-old girl in June 2003.

"I just think anytime you have a problem of this degree, you want to look at the policies
and procedures you have in place," Midland Mayor Mike Canon said.

Glasscock, who is free on $20,000 bond, was placed on paid administrative leave the
day of his arrest pending the outcome of the criminal case or of an ongoing internal
investigation, said Tina Jauz, spokeswoman for the city of Midland.

"I hope you understand that I can't give you any comment," Glasscock said Wednesday.

His Midland attorney, Jeff Robinette, is out of the country and was unavailable to
comment Wednesday, said Robinette's consultant, Bill Simpson.

On Dec. 23, a 50-year-old woman told Odessa police that on the night of Dec. 20, a man
she knows "possibly used a narcotic to cause her submission to a sexual assault,"
according to a police department news release. Glasscock was arrested the next day
and authorities executed a search warrant of his home as well as one to obtain a blood
sample from him, Thompson said.

Blood and urine samples from the woman have been sent for analysis to determine
whether any narcotic was used, Odessa police Capt. Harold Thomas said.

"Because of some of the trauma she had, she knew that she had been sexually
assaulted," he said.

About two years ago, Glasscock was demoted from sergeant to officer for a "bad
judgment call" in which he allowed an unauthorized female to ride with him in his patrol
car, Jauz said.

Glasscock has been with the department since August 1981 and was part of the effort 16
years ago to rescue 18-month-old Jessica McClure, who was trapped 22 feet below
ground in a pipe only 8 inches wide for almost 60 hours. Baby Jessica's ordeal captured
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worldwide attention. Now a teenager, McClure lives in Tyler with her father.

In the other case, Jason Morrison and Jared Morrison are free on $10,000 bond each.
Jason Morrison has been relieved of his firefighting duties and is working the desk at
Midland's central fire station, Jauz said.

Police began their investigation into the alleged sexual assault of the teenager in October
when it was first reported, Jauz said.

"Jason Morrison is certainly presumed innocent, and I have no further comment at this
time," said Tom Morgan, Jason Morrison's attorney.

The twins' mother was more direct.

"My sons are innocent," J.E. Morrison said. "They did nothing wrong."

Jared Morrison's attorney, Ian Cantacuzene, did not immediately return a call seeking
comment Wednesday.
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