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Police searching for former officer
Man considered 'person of interest' in wife's slaying

BY NITA BIRMINGHAM
Of The Post and Courier Staff

GOOSE CREEK, SC--Ludimila Hiers likely was already dead from a gunshot to the back of the head when her husband
of six years was last seen driving away from their Goose Creek home Tuesday afternoon, authorities said Wednesday.
Her husband, former Charleston police officer Daniel William Hiers Jr., 32, left and returned to the house at 132
Severn St. several times during the morning, Goose Creek police said. A neighbor last saw him leaving in a red 2005
Chevrolet Aveo about 1:50 p.m. 

Authorities estimate his 24-year-old wife was shot at close range between 7 a.m. and noon while she lay in the
couple's bed. A neighbor found her body at 5:20 p.m. 

Police still were searching for Daniel Hiers on Wednesday night. No warrants have been issued for his arrest in the
homicide, but he is considered a "person of extreme interest" because he is thought to be the last person to see his
wife alive, police Lt. Dave Soderberg said. 

Dorchester County sheriff's investigators also are eager to talk with Hiers. He was supposed to surrender to deputies
at 8:30 a.m. Tuesday after warrants were signed March 9 for his arrest on charges of criminal sexual conduct in the
first degree with a minor and committing a lewd act on a minor. 

The former school resource officer is accused of sexually assaulting a girl he met at a karate center in West Ashley
between sometime in 2003 and November 2004 at the girl's house and in Hiers' vehicle in front of her house in
Dorchester County, sheriff's Lt. Tom Marshall said. The girl is now 11, but was 9 when Hiers befriended the child and
her mother. 

North Charleston police arrested Hiers in late November on a charge of committing a lewd act on a minor. He is
accused of fondling the same girl in the parking lot of a Wal-Mart on Dorchester Road during a shopping trip. Hiers
was ordered to wear an ankle monitor for a month and was released from jail on a $25,000 personal recognizance
bond. 

The girl and her mother have been moved to an undisclosed location until Daniel Hiers is located, Marshall said. 

Daniel Hiers joined the Charleston Police Department in April 1998 and had previous law enforcement experience at
the Hampton and Allendale police departments. His assignments at the Charleston Police Department included stints
as a school resource officer at Drayton Hall Middle School and West Ashley High School. He left the Charleston Police
Department on Jan. 18, but spokesman Charles Francis wouldn't say whether he resigned or was fired. Soderberg
said Daniel Hiers quit. 

Once friendly and outgoing, the former officer kept to himself after the molestation charges became public in
November, one neighbor said. "He shied away from us," said Tammy Meadows, who lives across the street. "He
always retreated into his house" after the charges were filed. 

"Some neighbors lost faith in him after that," Meadows said. 

Ludimila Hiers attended a local college and worked in the shoe department of Sears at Northwoods Mall in North
Charleston. 

"She was very pretty and always friendly," Meadows said. Neighbor Evelyn Jaime said the couple had lived in the
house for at least three years. She occasionally saw Daniel Hiers mowing the grass or returning home from work. 

"He always said hello," Jaime said. "She was just a young girl." 

Soderberg said the investigation hasn't turned up any problems in the Hiers' marriage. The couple married in
Hampton County on Aug. 9, 1998, when Ludimila Araujo, a native of Brazil, was 17. 
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Police don't know when Ludimila Hiers was seen last, but her mother-in-law spoke to her by telephone Saturday,
Soderberg said. The occasion was the mother-in-law's birthday. 

The mother-in-law went to the couple's house Tuesday after her son's attorney called looking for Daniel Hiers,
Soderberg said. 

Authorities hadn't heard from Daniel Hiers since about 9 a.m. Tuesday. His attorney, Frank McCann, arrived at the
Law Enforcement Center in Summerville about 8:45 a.m. for his client's scheduled surrender, Marshall said. Daniel
Hiers called McCann, said he was running late and was stuck in traffic, Marshall said. But Hiers never showed and
McCann couldn't reach him by cell phone. McCann could not be reached for comment Wednesday. 

Daniel Hiers' mother, who had a key to the couple's house, went inside late Tuesday afternoon, but didn't go into the
master bedroom, Soderberg said. Instead, she sought out a neighbor, who went inside the house and found Ludimila
Hiers' body. 

Goose Creek police haven't found the handgun used to kill Ludimila Hiers. 

Ludimila Hiers was found lying on her back with her head tilted to one side. The gun appears to have been fired from
within an inch of the back of her head, Soderberg said. There were no other marks on the woman's body, no
indication she tried to defend herself, he said. It appears she "went to bed and never woke up," he said. 

ON THE LOOKOUT 

Goose Creek police are looking for Daniel William Hiers Jr., 32, who is believed to have been the last person to see his
wife, Ludimila Hiers, alive. 

Daniel Hiers was last seen in a red 2005 Chevrolet Aveo with S.C. license plate 486 DEH. Police said he is considered
armed and dangerous. Daniel Hiers is also wanted by Dorchester County on charges of criminal sexual conduct in the
first degree with a minor and committing a lewd act on a minor. 

Anyone with information on Daniel Hiers' whereabouts should call Goose Creek Investigator Karen Nix at 863-5200,
extension 327, Dorchester County Sheriff's Lt. Tom Marshall at 873-5111, or Crime Stoppers at 554-1111.
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Let's see. You molested a child, killed your wife and disgraced the job. When they catch you, and they will catch you,
I hope you resist, just a little.
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Not a slam on the SRO business, it is an important a worthwhile function, but I think there should be seperate psych
eval for these guys/girls. There seems to be an inordinate amount of people who end up in this position (accused of
molestation or innnapropriate behavior).

I know you become a bigger target for false accusations, but they all can't be false, right? And isn't one of the
characteristics of child molesters and pedophiles is the suspect puts himself in situations where there are children?
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Not a slam on the SRO business, it is an important a worthwhile function, but I think there should be seperate psych
eval for these guys/girls.

If there is a better psych eval process out there that you think should be used for school resource officers, why not
use it for ALL officers?
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Point taken. But there still has to be a way of screening out people other than just putting them in the assignment.
Just here in the New Engand area we have had, I would conservativley say, 6 SRO types under investigation for
sexual misconduct with students.

It all can't be chalked up to sensational news reporting.
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