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Former Valley officer may not face trial
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A former Valley police officer charged with sex crimes against a
minor may never face trial.

WAFF 48 News has uncovered new details in the case against 41-
year-old Kenneth Haga.

According to both the paperwork and his attorney, Haga intends to
avoid trial by pleading guilty.

Haga was a long-time veteran of the Huntsville Police Department.

In late February he was charged with possession of child
pornography.

In late March, he made his initial appearance in federal court.

The charges stemmed from an apparent sexual relationship with a 14-year-old girl in Titus County,
Texas and some pornographic images and material allegedly sent back and forth via U.S. Mail.

On those federal charges, on April 25th, Haga was indicted.

On May 11th, he was arraigned and pled not guilty because a federal magistrate is not allowed to
hear any other plea.

On June 8th he requested a change of plea hearing in front of a federal district judge in front of whom
those hearings must take place.

Haga's attorney, Marc Sandlin, confirms the request adding that was the intent from the very
beginning -- to plead guilty -- because, he says, Haga would like to put the judicial process in motion
and pass through the system as quickly as possible.

The change of plea hearing is scheduled for June 21st.

Sandlin says he'll request it be pushed back to early July and expects his client to be sentenced 120
days from that date, likely sometime in October.
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