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Sexual predators sting nets 21 in Flagler Beach

By DANA TREEN
The Times-Union, 

Twenty-one men who thought they were setting up sexual encounters with boys and girls ages 11 to 14 over the weekend
instead found camera crews and cops waiting in a Flagler Beach house, part of an undercover sting to lure sexual
predators.

Those arrested between Friday and Monday included an Alabama police officer who was arrested and charged with
attempted lewd and lascivious conduct and related charges, Flagler Beach Police Chief Roger Free said. The
department planned the operation after the city passed a sexual predator ordinance last year. Free said one officer
began posing as a youngster in online chat rooms.

"We started getting hits like crazy," the chief said.
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He said his 16-member department was overwhelmed and decided to enlist the help of a national group called Perverted
Justice, which provides people who pose as juveniles to engage in chat room conversations with suspected predators.
The State Attorney's Office was also involved.

Authorities also teamed up with Dateline NBC, a TV show that rented a house in the beach community and set up
cameras to film the arrests. Investigators made "dates" with the men for the weekend.

On Sunday, they arrested Florala, Ala., police officer Todd Monroe Spikes, 41, a resident of DeFuniak Springs, after he
was drawn to a meeting as part of the sting. Investigators said that during chats Spikes sent photos of his genitals to an
officer posing as a juvenile in an online chat room. Spikes has been suspended without pay from the Florala department
pending the outcome of the case or action by the city, according to that town's police chief, Bruce Maddox.

Maddox said he applauded the sting but expressed "regret" that the investigation "touched our police department and
community."

Free said a house and stretch of beach were used as meeting places where the men who engaged in the chats were told
they would find willing youngsters. When suspects entered the city, they were placed under surveillance and followed to
the meeting spot, he said.

Three Jacksonville men - Brian Mathew Ruffino, 25, of the 700 block of Grand Park; James W. Wiles, 53, of the 3400
block of Philips Highway; and David J. Wagner, 24, whose address was not immediately available - were among those
arrested over the weekend. In addition to attempted lewd and lascivious conduct, Ruffino and Wiles were charged with
felony computer pornography and transmission of harmful material to a minor.

Others arrested from Northeast Florida include Samuel R. Harrison, 32, of Flagler Beach; Anthony Sorrentino, 39, of
Bunnell; and Charles G. Green, 58, of Florahome. Others came from as far as West Palm Beach and Tampa.

Free said the men were arrested as soon as they stepped out of the house, where they were confronted by a moderator
and camera crew from the television show.

dana.treen@jacksonville.com (904) 359-4091
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