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FBI sex raises privacy issues

By Carl Prine
TRIBUNE-REVIEW
Sunday, September 17, 2006 

It's a steamy story of sex, lies and videotape, told in an obscure federal court
case the FBI doesn't want you to hear about.

But the Pittsburgh Tribune-Review uncovered the hidden details of "Dale J.
Herr vs. the Department of Justice" at the normally staid U.S. Merit Systems
Protection Board in Washington, the agency where fired federal workers go to
get their jobs back.

The Federal Bureau of Investigation's quest to keep its dirty laundry from
public sight concerns civil libertarians, who worry 9/11 turned a naturally
secretive agency into a place that now walls off even routine litigation. Labor
lawyers also fear federal courts are letting agencies pry too far into the
private lives of employees.

FBI officials, however, insist they will continue to evict X-rated G-men.

The salacious Herr
dossier makes the
FBI's Cleveland field
office into Hugh
Hefner's Playboy
Mansion. Herr, 38, a
West Point grad and
former special agent,
concedes in court
documents that in
2002 he videotaped
his sexual exploits
with three women --
two co-workers and
one from outside the
agency.

One female agent
"had consented to
videotaping of her
sexual activities with
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(Herr) on other occasions," but he later filmed her "when she had not
consented to and was not aware of the taping," according to court records.

FBI files also reveal two other women had no clue they were caught on film,
footage Herr kept solely "for his own use."

"Based on conversations I had with (one of the women), I believed she would
not be comfortable making videotapes of our sexual encounters," Herr
admitted in court papers. FBI files say Herr knew at the time it "was not ...
the right thing to do."

One of the female agents found the tapes in 2002 and told co-workers.
Scuttlebutt about the amateur pornos swept the Cleveland field office, and the
FBI began to question Herr's integrity and hold "much less confidence in his
abilities to perform ... any job," according to legal filings.

An unnamed Cleveland supervisor testified he had to counsel two filmed
female feds and make sure that "they and other employees concentrated on
their work, rather than on the gossip and rumors." But Cleveland superiors
never questioned Herr's job as a high-ranking agent. His office even
recommended only a 30-day suspension, according to his attorney, Richard L.
Swick of Washington.

The FBI brass overruled that recommendation. On June 9, 2004 -- 20 months
after Herr's blue movies triggered an internal investigation -- he lost his
badge. His appeal is pending.

Agents at field offices nationwide who knew Herr declined to speak on the
record about the matter, saying they didn't want to jeopardize the litigation or
incur agency discipline. Herr's attorney advised his client not to talk to the news media.

Girls on film

Special Agent Jeffrey B. Killeen, an attorney representing the Department of Justice in the matter, is so close-
mouthed he won't even admit Herr exists. Killeen, assigned to the Pittsburgh office, often works on internal
FBI investigations.

Although one of the taped women continued a romantic relationship with Herr after the brouhaha -- according
to Herr's attorney -- Killeen persuaded administrative law judges to remove her name from documents because
she was a "victim." Killeen also got judges to erase mention of the Cleveland field office and the identities of
anyone who gave testimony.

When Herr's lawyer moved to rename his client "John Doe," not only did the FBI not oppose it, but also
begged the court to seal every aspect of the case.

Senior FBI officials declined to discuss the Herr case.

"Decisions like that are never made lightly," said Patrick W. Kelley, FBI's deputy general counsel. "It's a
process. We have to keep in mind that there may be victims, and we have a duty to protect them from an
unwarranted invasion of their privacy. To do that, we must look even at singularly identifying details in cases.
We do this to ensure that more damage isn't done to the victims."

Administrative law judges hear nearly 12,000 appeals annually for the Merit Systems Protection Board from
federal workers who say they've been unjustly fired, furloughed or demoted. Judges rarely close hearings,
disguise the identities of participants or bar taxpayers from reading testimony. Over the past 33 years, the
board's panel in Washington has cloaked only three cases out of almost 300,000. The last "John Doe" caption
came in a 1981 case involving a spy accused of molesting his daughter.

Against FBI wishes, the Washington panel published some details of Herr's case. But at the FBI's insistence,
judges continue to keep citizens from attending Herr's Chicago hearings, reading transcripts or accessing court
filings. Judges and their clerks in Washington and Chicago declined comment.

Contacted by the Trib, nearly a dozen top civil libertarians said FBI and board actions in the Herr matter raise
questions about when it's appropriate to hide agent misconduct. At issue: Did the FBI push so hard to protect
alleged victims, or did the agency fear embarrassment from a salacious story?

"The FBI and the board went too far, in my opinion," said attorney David K. Colapinto of Washington, an
expert on government secrecy. "They could've blacked out the names of the women without putting the case
under seal. The danger in all of this is that they could turn future proceedings in cases like this into a Star
Chamber, which has happened before and which has been shown to have violated both the U.S. Constitution
and the public's right to know.

"But does it surprise me? No. We're living in an era of secrecy. After 9/11, the FBI and the courts are making
everything 'confidential' or 'secret,' and I'm afraid that mentality now might be extended even to the Merit
Systems Protection Board."

NeXXXus of Evil?

Some labor lawyers fear the board's ruling reached too far into the private lives of federal workers. Herr's
Chicago judge initially found the FBI failed to find a link between his boorish behavior and how he fought
crime. That's important because FBI policies let agents engage in legal sexual conduct that some people find
morally objectionable -- including adultery, homosexuality and gender-bending wardrobe choices.

"That's the key. It was none of the FBI's business," said attorney Swick. "They were just upset about what he
did, and they can't say what he did was illegal. He didn't violate the FBI's own personnel policies, so why are
they doing this to him?"

Swick says it's a shame the nation lost a dedicated agent and vows to reinstate him. The FBI concedes what
Herr did in Ohio in 2002 wasn't illegal, but Pennsylvania and 47 other states now have "video voyeurism" laws
banning what he did.

The Board tribunal reasoned that making pornos didn't get Herr in trouble, it was his "clearly dishonest"
conduct that "caused emotional distress to the FBI employees he had videotaped." Judges said the fallout from
his bedroom behavior snarled FBI operations, and an agency charged with collaring corrupt city cops can hold
its own law enforcement officers to "a high standard of conduct."
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FBI leaders consider the "high standard of conduct" the agency's cornerstone. They take pride in a rigorous
vetting process that weeds out most applicants. To refresh academy ethics training, the FBI routinely posts e-
mails to agents detailing bad behavior in their ranks. Strict standards govern much of a G-man's professional
life, and agents are warned to never project an "appearance of impropriety."

"It's important for agents to understand that their conduct outside the agency can have repercussions in the
office," said the FBI's Kelley. "And just because something isn't illegal doesn't mean it won't affect what we
do."

Ralph Smith says the FBI's culture won't allow seamy conduct to go unpunished. The former civil service
supervisor, best-selling author and staffing firm owner published some "John Doe" details on his popular
Fedsmith.com Web site.

"Imagine a case like this one, with all the sex and videotaping, the gossiping and the long investigation that
followed," said Smith. "There are issues of privacy and trust involved in all of that, and those are important
concepts to FBI supervisors. The culture of the FBI won't tolerate that kind of behavior, even if it's not illegal."
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Haaretz israel news English         
21/09/2006                         
New book reveals FBI did not suspect Pollard ties to Israel
By Amir Oren, Haaretz Correspondent

Prior to Jonathan Pollard's failed attempt to seek refuge in the Israeli Embassy in Washington on November
21, 1985, the Federal Bureau of Investigation did not suspect that he may have been spying for Israel.

In fact, even though he was a civilian analyst for U.S. Naval Intelligence, the FBI did not even know that
Pollard was Jewish. This, according to a new book, "Capturing Jonathan Pollard" (Annapolis: Naval Institute
Press, 2006) by Ronald J. Olive, the retired officer from the Naval Investigative Service, a branch of Naval
Intelligence, who interrogated Pollard.

According to Olive, up until the moment Pollard approached the Israeli Embassy, he was suspected of spying
for another country, possibly several countries, among them Pakistan, South Africa, Saudi Arabia and others.
Even after his arrest, had Pollard not admitted that he was spying for Israel, the FBI would have focused on
other possibilities.

        Advertisement

Three days prior to his arrest, on November 18, 1985, Pollard admitted to Olive during a polygraph test that
he sold Top Secret documents to a foreign country. At that point, Pollard gave up his right to remain silent
and his right to have an attorney present during questioning.

During his confession, Pollard gave information regarding the scale of his espionage, the methods and the
payments, but led his interrogators astray when he told them that the material was given to a CBS reporter in
Afghanistan who then sent them on to Pakistan or another country.

Pollard was then released and was placed under surveillance by the FBI, which repeatedly failed to keep track
of him. For his part, Pollard continued in his efforts to contact his handlers from the Bureau of Scientific
Relations (Lekem), which, at that time, was being run by Rafi Eitan, a minister in Ehud Olmert's government.

The publication of the book, with reviews and testimonies from U.S. Navy veterans and other security experts,
is indicative of the bitterness still felt over how Israel betrayed the United States and the "colossal" damage
Pollard caused to U.S. national security.

The grudge is particularly strong toward Eitan and Colonel (res.) Aviam Sela, who recruited Pollard and served
as the first of his handlers.

According to the book, Lekem officials, such as the scientific attache at the embassy in Washington, Ilan Ravid,
were granted immunity in return for contributing to the American investigation.

The publication may spark a renewed public and political effort against the possibility of amending Pollard's
sentence. According to the sentence passed in 1987, Pollard is scheduled for release only on November 21,
2015.

However, the issue of Pollard's punishment, which is central for many Israelis, does not receive great attention
in the book. What the book does do is serve as an indictment of Israeli and American bureaucracy.

Olive compares Pollard, who received $30,000 per year from Israel for his services, to Judas Iscariot, who
betrayed Jesus for 30 pieces of silver.

The Pollard interrogation and damage assessment operation received the code-name "Foul Play," perhaps
describing the American feelings of betrayal by Israel.

Former president George Bush told Olive in 2005 that Pollard "belongs just where he is, in jail. You do know
there are a lot of people trying to get him out. That really burns me out."

According to Olive, Pollard became a suspect by chance, and even after investigators found incriminating
evidence in his home, such as Top Secret documents, their inclination was to regard him as careless and that
he had forgotten to return materials he had taken home from work.

The string of coincidences is impressive: It was by chance that a colleague saw him go to his car, instead of
the basement of the office building where they were working, as he had said he would. This resulted in
suspicions voiced to a senior officer.

It was by chance that Anne Pollard, his wife, ran into an FBI surveillance vehicle, while rushing to get rid of
incriminating evidence in a suitcase.

Also, by chance, the FBI had staked out a nearby building, where Robert Pelton, who worked for the National
Security Agency and was also suspected of espionage, lived.
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Finally, it turned out that the father of the neighbor to whom Anne Pollard had given the incriminating suitcase
to hide was a U.S. Navy officer who insisted on informing the security officers at his base, who then called the
FBI. This happened a few hours before Federal investigators planned to close the case against Pollard.

According to the book, bureaucracy allowed Pollard to fall through the cracks and avoid early detection of a
problematic personality: he failed entry exams into the CIA, but still got into Naval Intelligence; he managed
to get hold of an ID granting him access to Top Secret documents having nothing to do with his position; he
used drugs and made outrageous claims (that his fiance had been kidnapped at gunpoint by Irish terrorists or
that his father ran the CIA office in Prague).

On a weekly basis, Pollard managed to sneak out of his office tens of thousands of Top Secret documents and
copy them. According to intelligence estimates, the number of documents involved exceeded one million
pages. The number of less sensitive documents he took, for which he did not have to sign a log, is still
uncertain.

According to Olive's calculations, when Pollard is released, he will receive $3.6 million in compensation from
Israel. However, one of the more experienced colleagues in the interrogation team said that what motivated
Pollard the most was neither greed nor ideology, but the need to be recognized.

"You botched it!" Pollard triumphantly told the FBI agent who arrested him outside the Israeli Embassy. "You
thought this was a Soviet Bloc operation, didn't you?"

On the basis of Pentagon and law enforcement sources, Olive concludes that the nature of the information
Pollard passed on to Israel did cause real damage to U.S. security. It is also believed that what Pollard still
remembers could still undermine U.S. national security if it gets out.
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FBI Agent Says Bureau Failed Her After Illness

Foley Said She Got Sick While On Duty

POSTED: 6:30 pm EDT September 27,                                                                                 2006
UPDATED: 6:58 pm EDT September 27,                                                                                 2006
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BOSTON -- An FBI agent says the bureau has abandoned her as she fights a disease contracted while on
assignment in Cuba.NewsCenter 5's David Boeri reported that Theresa Foley said she's in a fight against the
bureau and to regain her health.Foley is an FBI agent who volunteered for duty at Guantanamo Bay in Cuba
three years ago. "I went down to Guantanamo to work. I signed off knowing it would be a year of my life. I
thanked God for the opportunity," Foley said.But now, Foley said she can barely walk and has undergone
spinal fusion and surgery because of a bacterial disease called leptosporosis. The disease is transmitted by rat
urine, which Foley said infested the living quarters to which she was assigned at Guantanamo."Due to the
heavy rat infestation in that housing unit, that's what did the damage," Foley said.Foley said the bureau didn't
let her move. Meanwhile, her condition worsened. Foley said by the time she was diagnosed by a specialist in
Boston in January 2004, who claimed that doctors at Guantanamo missed an easy diagnosis because "they
didn't want to diagnose her condition.""I'm their error that they want to go away," Foley said.While at
Guantanamo Bay, Foley, who comes from a law enforcement family, said she observed some agents spending
too much time fishing, diving and partying."I'm told I'm working too much. I thought that was the war on
terror," Foley said.By August 2004, Foley said the disease had penetrated her central nervous system,
requiring multiple surgeries and long-term care by her parents in Roslindale. Yet, she and her doctors said the
FBI fought tooth-and-nail against medical interventions and surgery, fought them on worker's compensation
and a transfer to Boston.Foley said the FBI relented only after Sen. Edward Kennedy's office stepped in.On
Wednesday, Kennedy said, "The FBI and the administration need to stop stonewalling in this case. It's long
past time to come clean about what really happened to this agent in Guantanamo."When asked why they had
not kept contact and looked after an agent injured in the line of duty, an FBI spokeswoman in Boston told
NewsCenter 5 that Foley had failed to notify the office of her surgery an status."I have been deathly sick, in
and out of the hospital. It is my other who has to care for me, who has to bathe me and dress me. It is my
responsibility and that is their answer? That is deplorable," Foley said.NewsCenter 5 contacted an FBI official in
Washington declined comment on Wednesday.Kenneth Kaiser of the Boston FBI office told NewsCenter 5 that
"Currently, FBI officials maintain contact with her … This office will continue to offer assistance and support ...
I cannot comment any further out of respect for Special Agent Foley's privacy."Foley said she has never
spoken with Kaiser and no one has been in contact with her since April.
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Pedophile organization investigates pedophile organization 

How do you think FBI agents were able to maintain Congressional funding and support over the years? 

By allowing the pedophiles in Congress know they knew what they were doing. 
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FBI Knew in July About Foley E-Mails to Teen 
Meanwhile, Private Handling of Matter by a Few House Republicans Receives Bipartisan Criticism 
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By Charles Babington and Jonathan Weisman 
Washington Post Staff Writers 
Tuesday, October 3, 2006; Page A11 

The FBI acknowledged yesterday that it did not begin an investigation in late July after receiving copies of e-
mails sent in 2005 by then-Rep. Mark Foley (R-Fla.) to a Louisiana teenager -- messages that troubled the
boy's parents. 

Key House Republicans learned of the e-mails in 2005 and chose to deal with Foley privately, warning him to
cease contact with the 16-year-old former House page. Top aides to Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.) did not
inform him about the incident, Hastert said yesterday, and he defended their actions in a Capitol Hill news
conference. 
        

House Speaker Dennis Hastert on Monday denied having knowledge of Rep. Mark Foley's inappropriate e-mail
conversations with a former congressional page until last week. (AP) 

But the GOP's handling of the Foley matter has rocked the party since it was revealed last week that Foley
had sent far more sexually explicit electronic messages to teenage former pages in 2003 and 2004. 

Many Democrats and some Republicans sharply criticized the decision by key House GOP members to handle
the matter of the Louisiana e-mails so quietly that only one of the three lawmakers who oversee the page
program knew anything about it. The other two -- one Democrat, one Republican -- expressed anger
yesterday that they had been kept in the dark. 

Also yesterday, ABC News posted on its Web site instant messages -- reportedly between Foley and another
former House page -- in which the lawmaker repeatedly tried to set up a dinner date and indicated that the
boy had spent time with him in San Diego. Previously disclosed messages had not indicated that Foley was
trying to make personal contact with the boys, who had served as runners and helpers for a year in
Washington. 

Foley abruptly resigned Friday, and his attorney David Roth said yesterday that the six-term lawmaker is now
at an alcohol-treatment center in Florida. In a statement faxed to news outlets Sunday night -- Foley's only
public comments since his resignation -- he said: "I deeply regret and accept full responsibility for the harm I
have caused." 

Roth, interviewed last night on CNN, said that Foley is "absolutely, positively not a pedophile" and "has never,
ever had an inappropriate sexual contact with a minor in his life." He said Foley wrote the e-mails "under the
influence of alcohol" and was "suffering from mental illness." 

Officials from the liberal-leaning group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington said yesterday that
they received copies of the Louisiana e-mails on July 21 and turned them over to the FBI the same day.
Melanie Sloan, the group's executive director, said she spoke with a special agent in the Washington field
office, and she questioned yesterday why the FBI did not investigate Foley weeks ago. 

An FBI official, who spoke on the condition of anonymity because the investigation is ongoing, said the field
office concluded that the e-mails "did not rise to the level of criminal activity." The bureau announced Sunday
that it would begin a preliminary investigation into Foley's more explicit electronic exchanges with teenagers. 

Some House Republicans said yesterday that the FBI and House leaders erred in not considering the e-mails --
and the concern they raised among the recipient's parents -- as justification for an inquiry. 

"This thing should have been looked into months ago," said Rep. Walter B. Jones Jr. (R-N.C.), who said he is
"disgusted" by his leaders' response. "That's abnormal for a 52-year-old man having those kinds of e-mails
going to a 16-year-old child." 

In a written statement, Rep. Christopher Shays (R-Conn.) said the Republican leadership needs to be shaken
up. "If they knew or should have known the extent of this problem, they should not serve in leadership," he
said. 

Hastert, as the House's top officer and the man in line after the vice president to succeed the president, has
been the main target of questions and barbs from both parties. He reiterated yesterday that he recalled
hearing nothing about Foley's e-mails until last Friday, but he does not dispute the assertion of Rep. Thomas
M. Reynolds (R-N.Y.) that he informed the speaker last spring. 

"If Reynolds told me, it was in a line of things, and we were in the middle of another crisis this spring, so I
just don't remember that," Hastert told reporters. He defended the decision by several top staffers to handle
the Foley matter without telling him. "I see no reason to bump it up to me at that time," he said. 

Hastert noted that the 2005 e-mails to the Louisiana teenager were ambiguous. In one, Foley asked the boy
to send a picture of himself, which reportedly alarmed the youth and his parents. Hastert agreed yesterday
that an adult's request for a teenager's photo "would raise a red flag." But he said he would not second-guess
his party's handling of the situation. 

The boy's parents approached the office of Rep. Rodney Alexander (R-La.) in late 2005, asking that Foley stop
contacting their son and that the matter be kept quiet, according to House accounts. 

Reynolds, who chairs his party's House campaign committee, and Majority Leader John A. Boehner (Ohio) were
among prominent Republicans who also knew of the parents' concerns earlier this year. But the matter was
left to Rep. John M. Shimkus (R-Ill.), who chairs the House Page Board, and then-House clerk Jeff Trandahl,
also a board member. 

Shimkus has said that Foley assured them that the e-mails were innocent, and that they closed the discussion
by telling him to respect pages and to cease contacting the Louisiana boy. Trandahl, now executive director of
the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, did not return phone calls yesterday. 

Hastert said that he and other House leaders knew nothing of the instant messages between Foley and former
pages in 2003 and 2004, which, ABC has reported, were much more graphic and discussed topics including
masturbation. 
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ABC reported yesterday that Foley used the screen name "Maf54" and wrote a former page: "I miss you lots
since san diego," to which the teenager responded, "ya I cant wait til dc." The youth asked, "did you pick a
night for dinner." Maf54 replied, "not yet . . . but likely Friday." 

In another exchange, Maf54 wrote, "I want to see you." The teenager replied, "Like I said not til feb . . . then
we will go to dinner." Maf54: "and then what happens?" Teenager: "we eat . . . we drink . . . who knows . . .
hang out . . . late into the night." When Maf54 pressed further, the teenager wrote, "hmmm, I have the
feeling that you are fishing here . . . im not sure what I would be comfortable with . . . well see." 

Rep. Shelley Moore Capito (W.Va.), Shimkus's fellow Republican on the Page Board, said she knew nothing of
Foley's electronic exchanges until last week. 

"As a member of the Page Board -- and, more importantly, as a mother -- I am appalled by Mark Foley's
despicable conduct," she said. "I deeply regret not being made aware of this situation as a member of the
Page Board." 

White House spokesman Tony Snow contributed to the political firestorm yesterday when he told CNN the
scandal involved "simply naughty e-mails." Democrats assailed the comment, and Snow later called the
messages "disturbing," "appalling" and "reprehensible." 

FOUR EASY READS FROM THE FBI XXXXXX FILES 

FBI Workshop to Show Parents Internet Dangers for Kids 
Last Update: 9/29/2006 10:56:38 AM 
Posted By: Brandon Westerman 

9-year-old Kelly King enjoys surfing the internet. But Kelly's mother Jennifer King is fully aware what goes on
in cyberspace is not all fun and games. 

"I have preached to no end about not giving out their personal information, Jennifer says, and I let my
children know there are dangers out there." 

Those dangers include online predators who go into chat rooms and have very adult conversations with
children. It's not something parents take comfort in knowing, but predators are all over the web, trying to lure
children into dangerous situations. 

The city of Jacksonville is trying to raise parents awareness by teaming up with the FBI for a live
demonstration to be held Tday, September 28. This workshop, sponsored by the Mayor's Victim Assistance
Council, will be a wake-up call for some parents. They'll get a rare opportunity to watch FBI agents in action
as they pose as children and talk to adults on a popular website. 

"My son, for example, is a 3rd grader next year and is supposed to have a laptop, says Jim Kowalski, a
member of the advisory council. So we want people to be aware and sensitive to these issues." 

A psychologist will also will be on hand explaining to parents what goes through the mind of an online
predator, and for the child. 

"What the children are looking for is some sort of relationship, says Kowalski. What the predator is exploiting is
the child's need for that relationship." 

Jennifer King says she monitors the online history of her children. She's glad the city is reaching out to parents
to protect their kids from strangers on the net. 

"I think it's fantastic. I think they need to have a lot more awareness. Parents need to know what's going on
and what kind of things are out there." 

There were only 150 spaces for Fridays workshop, all of which have now been filled. However, the city plans
to offer the workshop for parents on DVD. 

Former Scout leader-FBI agent indicted on child sex charges 

February 3, 2006, 5:59 PM EST 

NEW HAVEN, Conn. (AP) _ A retired FBI agent was indicted Friday on federal child sex charges dating back
more than a decade when he was a Boy Scout leader. 

William Hutton, 63, of Killingworth, was arrested Friday. The federal grand jury indictment offers few details
about the case but accuses Hutton of enticing a member of his Scout troop to Maine for the purpose of sexual
activity in 1994 and 1995. 

"It's obviously devastating. He was an FBI agent in this district and was reputed in this district," defense
attorney Hugh Keefe said. "The people who worked with him in the U.S. attorney's office and FBI respected
him." 

Keefe said the investigation has been going on for years. He would not discuss the details of the case or how
the allegations surfaced. 

Investigators asked anyone who knows anything about the case to call the FBI. U.S. Attorney Kevin O'Connor
said that's standard practice whenever there might be more victims. 

"In any case that's a concern," O'Connor said. "Whether that's the situation here I can't say." 

If convicted on all four charges, Hutton faces up to 30 years in prison and up to $250,000 in fines. 

Hutton was released on a $200,00 bond. He may not own any firearms or have any unsupervised contact with
children. He was also ordered to stay away from playgrounds, schools, arcades or anywhere children

admin
Highlight
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congregate. 

Edward Rodgers was in charge of investigating cases of Child Abuse at the FBI 

THE DENVER POST - Voice of the Rocky Mountain Empire 
May 17, 1990 
Sisters win sex lawsuit vs. dad $2.3 million given for years of abuse 
By Howard Prankratz 
Denver Post Legal Affairs Writer 

Two daughters of former state and federal law enforcement official Edward Rodgers were awarded $2.319,400
yesterday, after a Denver judge and jury found that the women suffered years of abuse at the hands of their
father. 

The award to Sharon Simone, 45, and Susan Hammond, 44, followed testimony of Rodgers four daughters in
person or through depositions, describing repeated physical abuse and sexual assaults by their father from
1944 through 1965. 

Rodgers, 72, who became a child abuse expert after retiring from the FBI and joining the colorado Springs DAs
office, failed to appear for the trial. But in a deposition taken in March, Rodgers denied ever hitting or sexually
abusing his children. 

He admitted that he thought of himself as a "domineering s.o.b. who demanded strict responses from my
children, strict obedience." But it never approached child abuse, Rodgers said. "Did I make mistakes Damn
right I did, just like any other father or mother..." 

Thomas Gresham, Rodgers former attorney, withdrew from the case recently after being unable to locate his
client. Rodgers recently contacted one of his sons from a Texas town along the Mexican border. Gresham said
his last contact with Rodgers was on April 24. 

The sisters reacted quietly to the verdict, and with relief that their stories of abuse had finally been told. 

"I feel really good that Ive gone public with this,"Hammond said. "I am a victim, the shame isnt mine, the
horror happened to me. Im not bad. 
"My father did shameful and horrible things to me and my brothers and sisters. I dont believe he is a
shameful and horrible man, but he has to be held accountable," Hammond added. 

The lawsuit deeply divided the Rodgers family, with Rodgers three sons questioning their sisters motives. 

Immediately after the verdict, son Steve Rodgers, 37, reacted angrily, yelling at his sisters in the courtroom. 

Later, Rodgers said he loves his father and stands by him. He said his sisters had told him their father had to
be exposed the way Nazi war criminals have been exposed. 

"In a way Im angry with my father for not being here. But Im sympathetic because he would have walked into
a gross crucifixion," Rodgers said. 

Steve Rodgers never denied that he and his siblings were physically abused, but disputed that his father
molested his sisters. 
Before the jurys award, Denver District Judge William Meyer found that Rodgers conduct toward Simone and
Hammond was negligent and "outrageous." 

Despite the length of time since the abuse, the jury determined the sisters could legally bring the suit. The
statute of limitations for a civil suit is two years, but jurors determined that the sisters became aware of he
nature and extent of their injury only within the last two years, during therapy. 

The jury then determined the damages, finding $1,240,000 for Simone and 1,079,000 for Hammond. 

The sisters had alleged in their suit filed last July that Rodgers subjected his seven children to a "pattern of
emotional, physical, sexual and incestual abuse." 

As a result of the abuse, the women claimed their emotional lives had been left in a shambles, requiring
extensive therapy for both and repeated hospitalizations of Hammond, who was acutely suicidal. Simone
developed obsessive behavior and became so unable to function she resigned a position with a Boston-based
college. 

Despite the judgment yesterday, Rodgers cannot be criminally charged. the statue of limitations in Colorado
for sexual assault on children is 10 years. 
Rodgers, who worked for the FBI for 27 years, much of it in Denver, became chief investigator for the district
attorneys office in Colorado Sp;rings. during his employment at the DAs office from 1967 until 1983, he
became a well-known figure in Colorado Springs, and lectured and wrote about child abuse both locally and
nationwide. 

He wrote a manual called " A Compendium -- Child Abuse by the National College of District Attorneys," and
helped put together manuals on child abuse for the New York state police and a national child abuse center. 

Ex-FBI Agent Pleads Guilty to Child Abuse 

Tuesday February 17, 2004 11:46 PM 

By JOHN SOLOMON 

Associated Press Writer 

WASHINGTON (AP) - The former chief internal watchdog at the FBI has pleaded guilty to sexually assaulting a
6-year-old girl and has admitted he had a history of molesting other children before he joined the bureau for
what became a two-decade career. 
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John H. Conditt Jr., 53, who retired in 2001, was sentenced last week to 12 years in prison in Tarrant County
court in Fort Worth, Texas, after he admitted he molested the daughter of two FBI agents after he retired. He
acknowledged molesting at least two other girls before he began his law enforcement career, his lawyer said. 

Conditt sought treatment for sex offenders after his arrest last year, said his attorney, Toby Goldsmith. 

``The problem these people have is they don't really feel like it is their fault,'' Goldsmith said. ``The
treatment doesn't work unless you admit you are the one who instigated it, and he did that.'' 

Conditt headed the internal affairs unit that investigates agent wrongdoing for the Office of Professional
Responsibility at FBI headquarters in Washington from 1999 until his retirement in June 2001, the FBI said. He
wrote articles in law enforcement journals on how police agencies could effectively investigate their own
conduct. 

FBI officials said Tuesday they had no information to suggest that Conditt had any problems during his career
and he was never the subject of an investigation. 

Tarrant County Assistant District Attorney Mitch Poe, who prosecuted the case, said he wanted a longer prison
sentence and was skeptical of Conditt's claim that his molestation of children subsided during his FBI career. 

``Both myself and the judge in open court, we were kind of skeptical but we don't have any evidence,'' Poe
said. 

A recently retired FBI whistleblower who brought allegations to Conditt's office that agents had not
aggressively pursued evidence of sexual abuse in Indian country said Tuesday she now questions whether his
personal history affected that decision. 

``Before, it never made any sense,'' retired agent Jane Turner said of the FBI's decision to decline to further
investigate her allegations. ``Now I can understand. Why in the world wouldn't you want to investigate that?''

Goldsmith said he was concerned about the safety of his client in prison given that he is a former FBI agent
and an admitted child molester. ``He's not going to be comfortable in the penitentiary,'' the lawyer said. 

Goldsmith said his client had admitted that he had molested at least two other girls before he became an FBI
agent more than 30 years ago, but that there was no evidence of any wrongdoing while he served in the
bureau. 

``It seems that he never did because he had stricter control at that time,'' the lawyer said. 

Conditt could have faced life in prison, and prosecutors requested he get 50 years. The judge sentenced him
to 12 years in prison, in part citing Conditt's decision to spare the victim the trauma of a trial, Goldsmith said. 

Conditt's conviction is the latest controversy to strike the FBI's Office of Professional Responsibility. 

Last year, FBI Director Robert Mueller transferred the head of the office to another supervisory assignment
outside Washington, three months after rebuking him for his conduct toward a whistleblower. 

That whistleblower, John Roberts, alleged the FBI disciplinary office had a double standard that let supervisors
off easier than rank-and-file agents. 

Those allegations prompted investigations by Congress and the Justice Department inspector general. The
inspector general concluded that there was no systematic favoritism of senior managers over rank-and-file
employees but that there was a double standard in some cases involving crude sexual jokes and remarks 

Monday August 8, 2005 Longtime FBI agent sentenced to prison on child porn count 

By JOHN MILLER 

Associated Press Writer 

BOISE, Idaho (AP) A longtime FBI agent who helped arrest mountain-man Claude Dallas and was involved in a
deadly 1984 siege involving white supremacists in Washington state is going to prison for 12 months after
pleading guilty to possession of child pornography. 

William Buie, 64, of Boise, most recently worked as an investigator for the Idaho attorney general's office. 

He was sentenced Monday in U.S. District Court to a year in prison on one count of possession of sexually
exploitative materials involving minors. He had pleaded guilty in March. 

Buie told agents with the Utah Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force that he learned to access child
pornography Web sites while attending a seminar on preventing child exploitation as part of his law
enforcement training in 2000 or 2001. 

He acknowledged using his bank debit card to gain access to child erotica and child pornography Web sites,
including using the card to buy a month of access to a child pornography Internet site entitled ''Eternal
Nymphets.'' 

Buie, a former FBI sniper who worked for about 30 years for the agency in Seattle, Butte, Mont., and Salt
Lake City, participated in the arrest of Dallas in 1982 in Paradise Valley, Nev., after the self-proclaimed
mountain man had spent a year on the run after killing two Idaho Fish and Game agents. Dallas served 22
years in prison for manslaughter. 

Buie also took part in the 1984 siege on Whidbey Island, Wash. in which Robert Mathews, leader of the violent
racist cell called ``The Order,'' was killed following an 18-month wave of armed robberies and assassinations. 

U.S. District Judge Edward Lodge gave Buie a reduced sentence of just a year behind bars, down from the
standard sentencing range of 27 months to 33 months. That's after his lawyer, Mark Manweiler, argued that
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Buie's efforts to find sex-addiction treatment and his exemplary work record as well as concern that as a
longtime FBI agent he would be in danger behind bars entitled him to a sentencing break. 

"He would be unusually susceptible to abuse in a federal correctional institution,'' Manweiler wrote in his
motion. 

In a statement, the Justice Department said that as many as 150 sexually explicit images depicting children
were found on Buie's home computers. It said no images were found on Buie's work computer. 

After leaving the FBI, he worked as a criminal investigator for the Idaho attorney general's office for about six
years, according to court documents. 

According to terms of his sentencing, Buie must turn himself in on July 20 to begin serving his federal prison
term. 

Phone messages left by the Associated Press late Monday at Buie's Boise residence and on his cell phone
weren't immediately returned.

taxpayer funded FBI agents knew about Foley in July 2006 but as of October 3 2006 had not requested access
to his computers. 
WATCH for the big whoppers coming out of FBI Press office. You do know who coined the term "plausible
denial"? 

read end of story 

Foley Saga No Shock to Some 
The Florida Republican was known to have an interest in younger men, Capitol Hill workers say. 
By Noam N. Levey, Maura Reynolds and Richard B. Schmitt, Times Staff Writers 
October 3, 2006 

WASHINGTON Years before sexually explicit electronic messages sent by Rep. Mark Foley to teenage House
pages became public last week, some on Capitol Hill say, the Florida Republican was known to have a special
interest in younger men. 

In interviews with the Los Angeles Times, several current and former congressional employees and others said
they recalled Foley approaching young male pages, aides and interns at parties and other venues. 

"Almost the first day I got there I was warned," said Mark Beck-Heyman, a San Diego native who served as a
page in the House of Representatives in the summer of 1995. "It was no secret that Foley had a special
interest in male pages," said Beck-Heyman, adding that Foley, who is now 52, on several occasions asked him
out for ice cream. 

Another former congressional staff member said he too had been the object of Foley's advances. "It was so
well known around the House. Pages passed it along from class to class," said the former aide, adding that
when he was 18 a few years ago and working as an intern, Foley approached him at a bar near the Capitol
and asked for his e-mail address. 

Like most of those willing to discuss Foley, the young man asked not to be named because of concern that
speaking openly could harm his career. 

Foley resigned from office Friday. His attorney said Monday that Foley had checked himself into an alcohol
rehabilitation center. In a statement, Foley said: "I strongly believe that I'm an alcoholic and have accepted
the need for immediate treatment for alcoholism and other behavioral problems." 

News reports about the messages Foley sent sparked a furor that continues to build. Much of the controversy
centers on whether Republican congressional leaders responded aggressively enough when they learned late
last year about less salacious e-mails Foley had sent to another page. In those e-mails, Foley asked the page
to send a photo of himself and asked how old he was. 

The GOP leaders said Monday, as they have since Foley resigned, that the matter had been appropriately
handled last year, when the House clerk and congressman in charge of the page program told Foley to cease
contact with the page. They also have said they knew nothing about more explicit instant messages in which
Foley graphically discussed sex and had no reason to be suspicious about Foley's behavior. 

House Speaker J. Dennis Hastert (R-Ill.), in public comments Monday, called the explicit messages "vile and
repulsive, both to myself and to my colleagues." He added: "No one in the Republican leadership saw those
messages until last Friday, when ABC News released them to the public.'' 

ABC reported Monday that in another set of instant messages, Foley tried to arrange a rendezvous with
another young teenage page. 

Hastert also held a rare off-camera question-and-answer session with reporters Monday, during which he said
that Foley's inappropriate contacts with pages appeared to have occurred after the teenagers had left
Washington and returned home. 

"I understand that these are pages that have all left the program," Hastert said. "This was after the fact. And
you know woulda, coulda, shoulda." 

At least one Republican lawmaker, however, has said that GOP lawmakers should have dug deeper into Foley's
behavior months ago. 

West Virginia Rep. Shelley Moore Capito, who sits on the board overseeing the page program but who has said
she was not told of any of the e-mails, told the Charleston Gazette over the weekend that even the less-
explicit ones should have been viewed as suspicious 

"I don't think it would pass the sniff test," she told the newspaper. "Even asking those questions that is not
normal between a 52-year-old adult and a 16-year-old. It's not like they're family friends or anything. I think
it would raise some serious questions." 
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The current and former congressional staffers interviewed by The Times, who are from both parties, said it
was well known within the Capitol's gay community that Foley was interested in young men. 

"Among the gay political community, there was a pretty wide understanding that he had an eye for the interns
and the younger staff," said one former congressional staffer. 

The staffers said Foley who was elected to the House in 1994 and is not openly gay would seek out the young
men in bars, restaurants and even around the Capitol. 

The former intern said he was approached by Foley at Bullfeathers, a popular restaurant and bar a few blocks
from the Capitol. "He asked for e-mail, which I gave him," said the young man. "I was 18. To have a
congressman take an interest in you seemed pretty cool." 

But he said he quickly regretted it. Foley began sending him e-mails, asking for more information about him.
"It was a patented act," he said. He stopped responding to Foley soon afterward. 

Beck-Heyman, the former page, said several other male pages in his class also had been approached by Foley.
"Mark Foley knew he could get away with this type of behavior with male pages because he was a
congressman," he said. 

Another former staffer said it was an oft-repeated story around Capitol Hill that Foley's former chief of staff,
Kirk Fordham, would sometimes accompany the congressman to keep him out of trouble. 

Fordham represents a link between Foley and House GOP leaders. Shortly after leaving Foley's office last year,
he became chief of staff to Rep. Thomas M. Reynolds (R-N.Y.), chairman of the National Republican
Congressional Committee. 

Reynolds has said he was told this spring about the e-mails that sparked the initial complaint about Foley. 

Fordham has not responded to repeated requests for comment from The Times. 

Democratic congressional leaders continued Monday to attack the Republican handling of the Foley case. 

"This is about a member of Congress who used his position to prey on young children, and a Republican
leadership team who set out to cover it up," said Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid (D-Nev.). 

As criticism of GOP leaders mounted, the FBI which reported Sunday that it had launched a preliminary
investigation of Foley's behavior came under fire Monday for not acting more quickly. 

The advocacy group Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington said it sent the FBI the less explicit
Foley e-mails in July. The group's officials now have asked the Department of Justice to investigate why the
bureau didn't begin its investigation sooner. 

FBI officials declined to comment on the complaint. 

But a law enforcement official said investigators are trying to determine the scale and scope of potential
crimes, and have been reviewing the messages that have become public. 

The official, who requested anonymity because of the investigation's sensitivity, said that the bureau hoped to
speak with some pages and their families soon to determine whether they would be willing to cooperate with
the investigation. 

Federal law makes it a crime to use the Internet to solicit sex from anyone under 18 years of age. Offenders
can be fined and imprisoned for up to 30 years with a minimum sentence of five years in prison. 

As of late Monday, the FBI had not requested access to the computers in Foley's former congressional office. 

The office has continued to operate, handling constituent requests and other routine chores, but under the
auspices of the clerk of the House.
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Wallace let Kingston falsely claim CREW is a "partisan 527 organization"

On the October 8 edition of Fox Broadcasting Co.'s Fox News Sunday, host Chris Wallace left unchallenged
Rep. Jack Kingston's (R-GA) false claim that Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) is a
"partisan 527 organization." In fact, CREW is a nonpartisan and nonprofit 501(c)(3) organization.

Kingston misrepresented CREW while baselessly suggesting that CREW may have been complicit in a scheme
to benefit Democrats by withholding from the media incriminating emails that former Rep. Mark Foley (R-FL)
allegedly sent to underage congressional pages under shortly before the midterm elections. In fact, The Hill
newspaper reported that the media received Foley's alleged emails "from a House GOP aide" who "has been a
registered Republican since becoming eligible to vote," and ABC investigative reporter Brian Ross reportedly
said that the sources for his initial Foley report -- to the extent they had partisan affiliations -- were
Republicans; CREW provided the FBI with the emails allegedly sent from Foley to a former page on July 21,
two months before ABC News reported their existence, as Media Matters for America has noted. The FBI has
claimed that CREW did not provide the necessary follow-up information to act on the tip, but the FBI's account
is inconsistent and contradictory, as Media Matters has also shown.

As Media Matters has documented, Kingston and Rep. Patrick McHenry (R-NC) pushed wholly unsubstantiated

http://whosarat.websitetoolbox.com/profile/259511
http://whosarat.websitetoolbox.com/post/printadd?id=1385242&pid=13451163
http://whosarat.websitetoolbox.com/post/show_single_post?pid=13451163&postcount=6
http://mediamatters.org/items/email/200610080001
http://mediamatters.org/items/printable/200610080001
http://mediamatters.org/rd?http://www.guidestar.org/pqShowGsReport.do?userHomePage=false&npoId=100197804
http://mediamatters.org/rd?http://www.irs.gov/charities/charitable/article/0,,id=96099,00.html
http://mediamatters.org/rd?http://www.thehill.com/thehill/export/TheHill/News/Frontpage/100506/news2.html
http://mediamatters.org/rd?http://www.nytimes.com/2006/10/03/washington/03media.html/partner/rssnyt
http://mediamatters.org/rd?http://www.citizensforethics.org/press/newsrelease.php?view=163
http://mediamatters.org/items/200610050004
http://mediamatters.org/items/200610070001
http://mediamatters.org/items/200610070004


9/6/11 1:39 PMthe website FBI agents fear most www.trac.syr.edu - WhosaRat.com

Page 11 of 18http://whosarat.websitetoolbox.com/post?id=1385242

conspiracy theories about Democrats' purported prior knowledge of Foley's electronic communications during
an October 6 appearance on MSNBC's Hardball with Chris Matthews. Fox News host Sean Hannity and U.S.
News & World Report senior writer Michael Barone have also baselessly accused CREW of withholding Foley's
alleged communications with underage pages, as Media Matters has also noted.

From the October 8 edition of Fox Broadcasting Co.'s Fox News Sunday:

WALLACE: Let me ask you about that, Congressman Kingston. What does [House Democratic
Leader] Nancy Pelosi and [Rep.] Rahm Emmanuel [D-IL] -- they, of course, are two Democratic
leaders -- what do they have to go under oath about?

KINGSTON: Well, Chris, what I don't understand is, where have these emails been for three
years? Are we saying that a 15-year-old child would have sat on e-mails that were X -- triple X-
rated for three years and suddenly spring them out right on the eve of an election? That's just a
little bit too suspicious, even for Washington, D.C. We do know that George Soros, a huge
Democrat [sic] backer, has a group called CREW, it's a 527 partisan group, they
apparently had the emails as late as this April and did not do anything about it. And
that's according to the FBI, as reported in one statement. But again, if [House Speaker] Denny
Hastert [R-IL] knew this guy was sexually deviant, he would have tossed him overboard a year
ago because it is a safe Republican seat. It's a generic Republican seat. Anybody with a
Republican jersey could have won. All we would have had to do is say, "Mark, you're doing
some bad stuff. You gotta move on." We would not have to spend a nickel to protect that seat.

—R.S.K. & A.S.
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Horowitz, FrontPageMag misrepresented CREW statement on Foley emails to suggest "obstruction of justice" 

Summary: In a press release alleging possible "criminal obstruction of justice" in the Mark Foley scandal, David
Horowitz's FrontPageMag.com claimed that Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington said it has held
"incriminating e-mails revealing Foley's sexual misconduct since at least July 2006." In fact, CREW has
explicitly stated that it both received the emails and sent them to the FBI on the same day in July. 

In an October 9 press release, right-wing activist David Horowitz's FrontPageMag.com alleged that the non-
profit organization Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in Washington (CREW) "may have engaged in criminal
obstruction of justice" in the scandal surrounding former Rep. Mark Foley. The release specifically claimed that
CREW announced at an October 2 press conference "that it had been holding incriminating e-mails revealing
Foley's sexual misconduct since at least July 2006" [emphasis added]. FrontPageMag further asserted that
"FBI investigators have accused" CREW of holding the emails "since at least April 2006 -- months before
CREW alerted the FBI of their existence." But the FrontPageMag release misrepresented CREW's
announcement. CREW did not say that it has had the emails since "at least" July 2006: it has said consistently
that it received the emails on July 21, 2006, and sent the evidence to the FBI that same day. 

Moreover, while the release noted that "CREW has accused the FBI of lying" and described the group as pitted
against "America's top federal law enforcement agency," it failed to make clear that the dispute concerns
allegations made by unnamed officials -- not the agency itself. 

Published on Horowitz's FrontPageMag weblog, the press release suggested that CREW may have received the
Foley emails in April 2006, an allegation first reported in an October 6 Washington Post article. From the
release: 
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Ann Louise Bardach:
"Condoleezza Rice and

Gonzáles are close to the
Bush family," and thus will

not certify Posada under
the Patriot Act.

A leftist group with strong ties to the Democratic Party and to radical billionaire George Soros may have
engaged in criminal obstruction of justice in the Foley case. FBI investigators have accused the group CREW of
concealing evidence of Rep. Mark Foley's sexual misconduct over a period of several months. 

[...] 

At a press conference on Monday, October 2, CREW announced that it had been holding incriminating e-mails
revealing Foley's sexual misconduct since at least July 2006. CREW said it turned these e-mails over to the
FBI in July, but the FBI failed to act. 

The FBI counters that CREW provided only edited versions of the e-mails, and refused to surrender the
unedited originals. Investigators say that CREW refuses to divulge where it got the e-mails, and may have
been holding them since at least April 2006 -- months before CREW alerted the FBI of their existence. 

In response, CREW has accused the FBI of lying, thus pitting George Soros' Shadow Party against America's
top federal law enforcement agency, in a head-on confrontation. 

FrontPageMag's principal allegation -- that CREW might have sat on the emails for as long as three months --
is buttressed by its own misrepresentation of CREW's statement, suggesting that CREW has been vague about
when it received the emails. Contrary to FrontPageMag's assertion, CREW did not say it has had the emails
since "at least" July -- it has made clear that it received the emails on exactly July 21 and passed them on to
the FBI immediately, as it explained in an October 2 press release: 

On July 21, 2006 CREW received a set of emails, allegedly from Rep. Foley to a former House page, which it
sent to the FBI later that day. The emails, posted at http://www.citizensforethics.org, asked the page, who had
recently left the Hill, his age, how school was going and what he wanted for his birthday. Rep. Foley also
requested the boy's photograph. 

Moreover, the FBI itself did not put forward the allegation that CREW has held the emails "since at least April
2006," as the release asserted, but rather a single unnamed "law enforcement official." From the October 6
Post article: 

One law enforcement official -- speaking on the condition of anonymity to discuss an ongoing investigation --
also told The Washington Post the FBI believed that CREW may have received the e-mails as early as April
and that the group refused to tell the FBI how they were obtained. 

The Post further noted that the allegations that CREW -- in FrontPageMag's words -- "provided only edited
versions of the email" also came from "unidentified Justice and FBI officials" and that a Department of Justice
spokesman "declined to comment on that issue." As Media Matters for America has noted, FBI officials have
made contradictory assertions about what they did when they received the emails from CREW, undermining
the credibility of their accusations against CREW.
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Miami FBI destroyed Posada’s file in 2003
• Hundreds of pieces of evidence disappeared from Héctor Pesquera’s FBI safe, while the

Panamanian prosecution was asking the United States for documents to expand its evidence
against the terrorist

BY JEAN-GUY ALLARD—Special for Granma International—

ALL the original documents in Luis Posada Carriles’ file conserved for years in the Miami FBI safe were destroyed in 2003 on
the orders of both Héctor Pesquera, then the FBI capo, and the U.S. attorney for South Florida, while the Panamanian legal
authorities were trying to collect evidence of the terrorist’s criminal past with a view to his trial in that country.

This has just been revealed by the U.S. journalist Ann Louse Bardach during an interview with
Amy Goodman on the latter’s well-known radio program "Democracy Now!" The author of an
important investigation into the Miami mafia, published in 2003 under the title Cuba
confidential, Bardach has exclusive sources among the Miami mafiosi and the FBI.

"My sources inside the FBI -- well, actually, I have several sources around this and I want to
be a little careful with this situation, but they are certainly firsthand sources -- were very
dismayed, because sometime after 2002 the evidence in the evidence room of the Miami FBI
was destroyed -- I understand, shredded. And this involved the original Western Union cables,
the faxes -- original evidence. And most courts demand original evidence, not, you know,
copies or facsimiles. And somebody made the decision to close the case. And this would be
2003, when Posada was, I think, fairly much in the news. That's the year we think this
happened.

"But in order to decide to close a case -- because you cannot destroy evidence unless the case
is closed -- somebody had to sign off from the U.S. attorney's office, the supervising officer at
the FBI had to sign off,  and the SAC, the Special Agent in Charge, had to sign off.  And then
the case is closed, and then you are able to destroy evidence. The files live forever, but the
evidence gets destroyed. It's actually called the bulky.

"And we called the FBI for comment, when we were going to press, and I spoke to their
spokesperson, and she says… "Look, you know, when we close a case, you know, we're very
overcrowded in that room, and we have to make room." Now, we're talking about paperwork.
The evidence room also contains, like, machine guns or, you know, drugs that have been
confiscated, etc. In the case of Posada, it  really was paperwork. So you wonder how much
space it  was really taking up… I really do think there has to be an investigation into this," she concluded."

A MAFIOSI LIKE THE FBI CHIEF

In her book Cuba Confidential, published in 2003 (Vintage Books), Bardach recounted how Puerto Rican Héctor Pesquera
arrived in Miami in 1998 as the new Special Agent in Charge of the South Florida FBI. This is the man who ordered the
destruction of the Posada file and savagely persecuted the five Cuban unjustly imprisoned in the United States.
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"The hopes of the agents and police officers were quickly extinguished. Pesquera, they said, began to fraternize with key
members of the exile leadership, such as Alberto Hernández (formerly of the CANF); Ileana Ros-Lehtinen; Domingo Otero
(another former CANF hardliner) and Roberto Martín Pérez (...) Pesquera, according to an agent in his office, quickly made a
brusque turn toward the right, and all investigations related to terrorism were abandoned," she wrote.

It was precisely in 2003, when that evidence was destroyed in Miami, that the Panamanian prosecution was preparing to try
Luis Posada Carriles and his accomplices for the failed attempt on the life of Fidel Castro in the University Amphitheater, an
action that would have provoked thousands of deaths.

In virtue of a bilateral treaty, the Panamanian Attorney general’s Office had already asked the U.S. embassy for the files on
Posada and the Cuban-Americans involved in the assassination attempt.

After a lengthy wait, it  received nothing more than one file of obsolete or insignificant documents without any real impact on
the case being prepared.

In relation to the file compiled in Miami by the South Florida FBI, nobody in Panama ever knew of its existence.

BUSH, POWELL AND OTTO REICH, AT THE SERVICE OF THE MAFIA

In 2003, the case of Posada Carriles and his accomplices was the object of an intense campaign organized in Miami by the
terrorist mafia with all means available both in the press and in the network of political contacts.

Roberto Martín Pérez, Feliciano Foyo and Horacio García, all former directors of the Cuban-American National Foundation
(CANF) whom Posada publicly designated as the "financiers" of his terrorist activities, were received in the state Department
by Roger Noriega, assistant secretary on May 2, 2003.

On the 20th of that month, U.S. President George W. Bush invited 11 members of the Southern Florida ultra-right to the
White House. Among them was Ernesto Díaz Rodríguez, now chief of the terrorist group Alpha 66.

On September 3 the preliminary hearing of the case opened in Panama.

On Friday, October 10, 2003, George W. Bush, accompanied by his Secretary of State Colin Powell, gave a cocktail party in the
White House Rose Garden, attended by Ninoska Pérez-Castellón, diva of the Miami terrorist radio; and Luis Zúñiga Rey, ex-
chief of the CANF paramilitary wing, both founder members of the Cuban Liberty Council.

Among other results, the encounter prompted Powell to discuss the issue of Posada Carriles with the mafiosi president Mireya
Moscoso during his visit to Panama in December of that year.

On January 21, 2004, Otto Reich, assistant secretary of state for Western Hemisphere Affairs, met with Moscoso. In the next
few days the rumor was circulating in Miami that Otto Reich had "fixed everything."

On March 18 the lightning trial of Posada Carriles and the other accused who received indulgent sentences ended… and the
following August 26, just hours before leaving the presidency, Moscoso signed the pardon that allowed the four assassins to
flee the country at all speed.

"THEY DIDN’T WANT THEIR FINGERPRINTS TO APPEAR…"

At the end of the interview with "Democracy Now!" Ann Louise Bardach related how Posada’s own lawyers told her that the
only thing needed to detain the terrorist "is for Alberto Gonzales and Condoleezza Rice to certify him under the Patriot Act
and then he can be held as long as they would like to detain him…"

"But Condoleezza Rice and Gonzales are not going to do this, because they’re close to the Bush family… They don't want their
fingerprints on this…They told me absolutely nothing will happen before the election, and that -- you know, I’ve heard it  from
both ends, from all sides, that pretty much politics is determining every element of this case," confirmed the author of Cuba
Confidential.

Added to the destruction of the Miami FBI documents is another audacity: a few days ago, the National Security Archives at
the George Washington University announced that it  has received a list of hundreds of secret documents on Orlando Bosch
and Luis Posada Carriles from the U.S. government that are not to be declassified.

All of this is compounded by another deed that confirms the extension of that huge criminal network.

That same year of 2003, while the file of the "Bin Laden of the Americas" wound up in the shredder, five anti-terrorist
Cubans were trying to prepare their appeal. They did so in solitary confinement in the various prisons in which they are being
kept by those same individuals involved in that same Mafioso conspiracy that extends from Hileah to the White House.
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Posted by kdawson on Tuesday October 31, @11:24PM
from the lasso-of-truth dept. 
George Maschke writes, 
"It appears that the FBI considered William Moulton Marston (1893-1947), who invented the lie detector and
created the comic book character Wonder Woman under the pseudonym Charles Moulton, to be a 'phony' and
a 'crackpot.' He is alleged to have misrepresented the result of a study he conducted for the Gillette razor
company in 1938, for which he reportedly received some $30,000, a handsome sum in those days. Despite
these misgivings, the FBI today uses Marston's creation (the polygraph, not the Lasso of Truth) to guide
investigations as well as to screen applicants and employees. You can download Marston's FBI file here (736
KB PDF)."

joeb

Registered: 11/14/05
Posts: 3,262

    11/04/06 at 04:01 PM #12

http://www.trac.syr.edu
 
 

Press Release
For Release
November 5, 2006 at 6:30 p.m.

Washington D.C.
FBI National Press Office
(202) 324-3691
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FBI AND DOJ RESPONSE TO TRAC REPORT
(In response to TRAC report scheduled to be released on 11/05/06)

It is astonishing that TRAC continues to present statistics that demonstrate a fundamental
misunderstanding of the basic principles on how federal investigations and prosecutions
work. This report contains inaccurate figures, relies on a faulty assumption that every referral
from an investigative agency should result in a criminal prosecution and ignores the reality of
how the war on terrorism is being conducted, particularly the value of early disruption of
potential terrorist acts with proactive investigation and prosecution.

Specifically, the report questions the number of international terrorism referrals from the FBI
that were not prosecuted. The reality is that a referral does not mean that criminal charges
should be filed. Often, matters are referred to prosecutors to assist in further investigation
through the use of criminal investigative tools that require legal process such as a subpoena
or surveillance order.

There are also a number of factual reporting errors. Specifically, TRAC is not clear what its
declination rate refers to, but the actual matter declination rate for international terrorism
cases is 67 percent. Instead of referring to the actual 36 defendants charged with
international terrorism offenses in FY 06 (up to June; 40 during the full year), TRAC
mysteriously comes up with 19. In addition, twenty defendants were charged with terrorist
hoaxes in FY 06.
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Report: Feds Refusing FBI Terror Cases

Report: Justice Dept. increasingly refusing to prosecute FBI cases targeting terror
suspects

WASHINGTON, Nov. 6, 2006
By LARA JAKES JORDAN Associated Press Writer

(AP) The Justice Department increasingly has refused to prosecute FBI
cases targeting suspected terrorists over the past five years, according to
private researchers who reviewed department records.

The government says the findings are inaccurate and "intellectually
dishonest."

The report being released Monday by the Transactional Records Access
Clearinghouse at Syracuse University raises questions about the quality of
the FBI's investigations.

Prosecutors declined to bring charges in 131 of 150, or 87 percent, of
international terrorist case referrals from the FBI between October 2005
and June 2006, according to the report. The study was based on the most
recent data available from the Justice Department's executive office for
U.S. attorneys.

That number marks the peak of generally steady increases from the 2001
budget year, when prosecutors rejected 33 percent of such cases from the
FBI, according to the report.

The data "raise troubling questions about the bureau's investigation of
criminal matters involving individuals the government has identified as
international terrorists," the report said.

It noted that prosecutions in traditional FBI investigations since 2001 _
including drug cases, white collar crimes and organized crimes _ have
decreased while the number of agents and other employees has risen.

"So with more special agents, many more intelligence analysts, and many
fewer prosecutions the question must be asked: What is the FBI doing?"
the report said.

A Justice Department spokesman disputed the data highlighted by the
Syracuse researchers, noting that terrorist hoax cases that were quickly
dismissed may have been included in the government data.

Additionally, some cases are referred to prosecutors to obtain subpoenas
or other legal orders in investigations that ultimately never result in
criminal charges, spokesman Brian Roehrkasse said. He said prosecutors
rejected 67 percent of FBI international terrorist cases in the nine-month
period _ not 87 percent.

The FBI's assistant director, John Miller, said the low number of cases
prosecuted reflects changes in how investigations have been conducted
since the Sept. 11 attacks. He said about half of the FBI's resources go to
detection and information gathering of terrorist networks in cases that do
not always result in arrests.

"It's not about the numbers and for TRAC to suggest as much is to be
intellectually dishonest," Miller said.
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He added: "The FBI has been very clear about how we have changed the
way we do business since 9/11."

TRAC co-director Susan Long said researchers merely relied on the Justice
Department's own numbers to come up with the conclusions.

___

On the Net:

Transactional Records Access Clearinghouse: http://www.trac.syr.edu/

Justice Department: http://www.usdoj.gov/

Federal Bureau of Investigation: http://www.fbi.gov/
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November 06, 2006
FBI Botches Terrorism Cases

Sloppy investigative work by the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) has led prosecutors to reject nearly
90% of international terrorism cases in the last year, lowering drastically the convictions of individuals the U.S.
Government has identified as international terrorists.

Though the numbers have peaked in the last year, the trend began around 20001 when the United States
Department of Justice began identifying the poor quality of investigations as an obstacle in prosecuting cases
targeting suspected terrorists.

Now a report published by an independent research center that studies federal government agencies, reveals
just how serious the problem is. Using data from the Justice Department’s Executive Office for United States
Attorneys, it reveals that in the last year alone, federal prosecutors declined to bring charges in 131 of 150
international terrorist case referrals from the FBI.

Using charts, graphs and various informative tables, the detailed report illustrates the steady decline in
terrorism prosecutions since the 2001 attacks in the U.S. as well as the decline in sentences for terrorists who
were actually convicted. Sentences are often a good measure of the quality of criminal investigations and the
medium sentence for a convicted terrorist in 2006 is a dismal five months.

Like many agencies that lack resources, the FBI cannot blame that for its shortfalls. The bureau increased its
force by more than 3,000 since the World Trade Center and Pentagon attacks and more than doubled its
intelligence officers—from 994 to 2,104--during that period.

With that kind of force, it’s no wonder the authors of the report go on to say: “With more special agents,
many more intelligence analysts, and many fewer prosecutions the question must be asked: What is the FBI
doing?"

No comment from officials at troubled agency. In fact, they declined an opportunity to see the scathing report
in advance to comment on its findings. Perhaps lawmakers can force FBI officials to give tax-paying Americans
an answer.
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two reads about your bodyguards....
a species that hires bodyguards to protect it looses the ability to protect itself and is doomed to extinction

1st read

January 17, 2008
Snoops Disconnected
The FBI's Bills Come Due

By CHRISTOPHER BRAUCHLI

It's only money. And when most of your effort is devoted to making sure that the country is safe from
terrorists it's easy to see how keeping track of money can just be the straw that breaks the camel's back. And
it's doubly annoying that whenever there's the slightest hiccoughing in your financial affairs it becomes
national news, as if no one else ever has trouble keeping track of money. It would not be surprising if the
Justice Department decided to become secretive about its affairs in order to keep trivia about its finances off
the front pages.

In January 2005 the revelation was that the FBI had just discovered that it had made a $170 million mistake
on something known as the Virtual Case File that had been in development for 5 years. Its purpose was to
create a system that would let FBI agents share information. Describing the need for a better system than
then existed, Richard Schmitt of the New York Times said: "The overhaul of the decrepit [FBI] computer
system was identified as a priority both by the independent commission that investigated the Sept. 11 attacks
and by members of Congress, who found that the FBI's old system prevented agents from sharing information
that could have headed off the [9/11] attacks." When information about this misfortune became public, the
FBI hired an expert for $2 million to tell it what went wrong and to tell it whether it was a total loss or
whether part of the system could be salvaged.

Although the publicity might have led the casual reader to think the whole thing was an unmitigated disaster,
a senior FBI official saw the sunny side. He told reporters that the FBI "had a better understanding of its
computer needs and limitations as a result of the project" and described the lessons learned as "invaluable."
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The last reference was, of course, a poor choice of words since the value of the lesson learned was exactly
$170 million.

The FBI is again in the news, not because it has deterred a savage terrorist attack but because it has
misplaced its phone bills and, as a result, some of its phones have been disconnected thus compromising
some of its investigations. Here's how it all happened,

Back in 2006 an employee at the FBI pled guilty to stealing more than $25,000 that was supposed to be used
to pay phone bills incurred by the FBI for undercover telecommunication services. As a result, the Office of the
Inspector General began an investigation into how the FBI was keeping track of money it used to pay its
phone bills. (It doesn't call them phone bills. It calls them "confidential case funds intended for undercover
telecommunication services.") The investigation produced a report about non-payment of phone bills that is 87
pages long but much of it is confidential so the only thing the average reader gets to see is a 5 page summary
and all my readers get to see is a few hundred word description of a small part of the 5 page summary.
(Readers who want to read the whole thing can find it online.)

Under the heading "The FBI lacks an Effective Confidential Case Fund Financial Management System" it
reported that there are no internal controls to make sure the same phone bill isn't paid twice-once from FBI
headquarters funds and again from certain confidential funds. It found that "the lack of strong system
controls-coupled with interpersonal professional relationships that invariably develop over time-increases the
risk that field division confidential case funds can be misused." They got that right, of course, as the convicted
employee would attest.

Another heading is entitled "The FBI Pays Telecommunication Surveillance Expenses Inefficiently and
Untimely." The Inspector General reported that it analyzed 990 telecommunication surveillance payments
"made by 5 field divisions and. . . over half of these payment were not made on time." The report then
observes that as a result of that, phone lines were disconnected and evidence was lost. In one case the lost
evidence pertained to intercept information that was required by a Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Act order.
When the phone line went dead there was no more eavesdropping on that line. Another example offered by
the report was $66,000 in unpaid telephone bills sent to one of the field divisions examined by the Inspector
General.

The Justice Department was embarrassed by these disclosures. I'm sure we can be confident of one thing,
however. The Justice Department has just hired John Ashcroft's firm to monitor a settlement entered into by a
firm that settled criminal proceedings without going to court. Mr. Ashcroft's firm got the job with no public
notice and no bidding. His contract is reportedly worth somewhere between $28 million and $52 million." John
Ashcroft is no telephone company. It is safe to assume he will be paid on time.

Christopher Brauchli is a lawyer in Boulder, Colorado. He can be reached at: Brauchli.56@post.harvard.edu. Visit
his website: http://hraos.com/

 

Lawsuit claims FBI gun range pollutes Lake Michigan

By Susan Kuczka | Tribune reporter
    January 17, 2008

A lawsuit is targeting the FBI's shooting range in North Chicago, seeking to halt the discharge of lead bullets
into Lake Michigan over pollution concerns, the executive director of a non-profit environmental group said
Wednesday.

"The lawsuit accuses them of damage to natural resources and [causing] a government-created public
nuisance," said Steven Pollack, attorney and executive director of Blue Eco Legal Council in Northbrook, which
filed the suit.

The U.S. Justice Department, Coast Guard, Navy, Marines and Department of Defense were named as
defendants in the lawsuit, filed Monday in U.S. District Court in Chicago.

 
Pollack said the lawsuit seeks a court order barring the FBI from firing the ammunition into Lake Michigan
because of possible environmental contamination, especially to North Chicago's water supply. The city's public
water intake pipe is within the 2,900 acres of Lake Michigan assigned to the firing range.The lawsuit, Pollack
said, also asks the court to order a cleanup of the spent shells at a possible cost of more than $35 million.

Justice Department officials declined to comment Wednesday. Efforts to reach the FBI were unsuccessful.

The military used the firing range as a training facility starting before World War I. At the end of World War
II, the range was deeded to the FBI to train agents and local police officers.

The practice, according to the lawsuit, violates federal and state laws set out in the Clean Water Act and other
statutes designed to protect the environment and human health.

Pollack said information he received from the Justice Department through the Freedom of Information Act
indicated the North Chicago firing range was designed to use 2,900 acres of Lake Michigan for its facility.
Officials also estimated 650,000 rounds of ammunition are fired at the range each year by approximately 2,500
law-enforcement agents. The range, near Foss Park, has indoor and outdoor firing stations, Pollack said.

In 2006, Pollack's group helped pressure the Coast Guard to scuttle plans for routine target practice with boat-
mounted machine guns in 34 areas across the Great Lakes. The Coast Guard had begun live-fire training
exercises earlier in the year after becoming part of the Department of Homeland Security.
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