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A FORMER NSW policeman has been sentenced to a minimum 16 months' jail for sexually assaulting five
teenage girls.

Luke Andrew Tink, 24, pleaded guilty in February to six counts of indecent assault and one count of indecency over a
series of attacks at Salamander Bay, Corlette and Nelson Bay, north of Newcastle. 

In sentencing Tink to a maximum two years and four months in jail today, NSW District Court Judge Deborah Payne
said his victims must have been “very frightened” during each of the assaults. 

They had occurred late at night, on bush tracks and in Tink's car at isolated locations, Ms Payne said. 

She said the former officer was not entitled to leniency because his behaviour represented a “course of conduct” rather
than an “isolated occasion”. 

Between February 2001 and November 2003 Tink fondled himself while pulling a victim's hand towards his crotch,
touched another girl's breasts, exposed himself, and groped two teenagers' genitals on separate occasions. 

Three of the charges related to incidents in 2003, less than a year after Tink graduated from the Goulburn police
academy and while he was still a probationary constable. 

Judge Payne said the last offence, when Tink touched a 15-year-old on the vagina despite knowing her age, was made
“more serious because of the circumstance that the prisoner was a police officer and must have had a clear
understanding that the complainant could not consent”. 

During another assault, Tink drove a 19-year-old woman to a reserve where he pulled out his erect penis and pushed his
hand down the victim's jeans. 

“All you have to do is kiss it,” Tink, then 20, said. 
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Later he asked for “one last kiss”. 

“Just a minute - you can time it,” he said. 

In 2002, Tink drove a 14-year-old girl to an isolated beach car park before saying “I want to show you something”. 

He then pushed his penis out the end of his shorts. 

“You are a cop,” the victim said. 

Tink replied “So?” to which the 14-year-old said: “You aren't acting very cop-like”. 

He later told the victim not to tell anyone what had happened because he “could get in a lot of trouble”. 

“No shit, really?” she replied. 

Today, Tink's family broke down in tears as the sentence was read, with his mother shouting: “It's not right! He's told
the truth and he's going to jail.” 

Tink was expelled from the NSW Police Force in April 2004. 

His 16-month non-parole period will expire in January 2009. 
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