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Former state cop from Novato sentenced in porn
case
Aug. 06--A Novato man who worked as a criminal investigator for the state Department of
Justice was sentenced to more than eight years in federal prison Thursday for distributing
child pornography by e-mail.

Jeffrey David Schinkel, 36, received 102 months in prison and an exceptionally long 20-year
period of supervised probation. Authorities said Schinkel accessed hundreds and perhaps
thousands of explicit pornographic images of children, many of them depicting sadistic and
masochistic exploitation.

"The children in those photographs are very real victims," said U.S. District Judge William
Alsup. "If there weren't people like you, Mr. Schinkel, there would be no demand. ... You
will be an old man by the time you finish with this system."

Schinkel, handcuffed and wearing beige jail uniform, offered a brief apology to the victims,
as well as his parents, family and partner as they watched in the audience.

"I look forward to when I can go home and take care of my parents again," Schinkel said.
"What I did was wrong and out of character. It's not who I am. I assure you I've learned a
lesson from this, and I'm never going to offend again."

The sentencing hearing in San Francisco opened the lid on a case that has been under tight
seal since Schinkel's arrest in 2008. According to court testimony Thursday, Schinkel was a
successful street crimes detective for the California Department of Justice until receiving a
new assignment: to help the FBI investigate child pornography cases.

The

assignment pulled him into the dark underworld of child porn trafficking and intensely
explicit Internet chat rooms, said Edwin Prather, Schinkel's defense attorney. Prather
compared the psychological effect to that of a combat veteran's war trauma.

"This was a person who from the beginning of his career served the public," Prather said.
"Then he was asked to investigate child pornography. And the child pornography screwed
him up. He was forced into this."

Schinkel worked child porn cases for about two years, until, during one of his periodic
psychological exams by the FBI, he was "red flagged" as a potential problem, Prather said.
Schinkel was taken off the FBI detail and sent back to the state Department of Justice to
handle other cases.

But in his free time, he continued immersing himself in the child porn subculture of the
Internet, eventually making a connection with an ostensible predator who happened to be
an undercover agent for the federal Immigration and Customs Enforcement department,
authorities said. Schinkel allegedly sent the agent an invitation to join a members-only Web
site offering child pornography.

An eight-month federal investigation ensued, after which authorities arrested Schinkel,
stripped him of his law enforcement credentials and conducted forensic analyses on his
computer equipment. An investigation by ICE found more than 6,400 lewd images,
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although federal prosecutors used a different analysis that put the count at about 300
unlawful images, according to court testimony.

Prosecutors introduced no evidence that Schinkel made physical contact with children,
although he made e-mails statement suggesting he was in "continual pursuit" of children,
authorities said. Schinkel's attorney described the statements as "fantasy" and "role-
playing."

Schinkel, a resident of the Pointe Marin neighborhood in Ignacio, accepted a plea deal and
admitted to sending two e-mails with child pornography attached. His lawyer requested that
the sentence be limited to 84 months, but Assistant U.S. Attorney Owen Martikan sought
136 months.

"He should have known better," Martikan said.

Read more Novato stories at the IJ's Novato section.

Contact Gary Klien via e-mail at gklien@marinij.com
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