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By Audrie Palmer

Staff Writer |

A former Midland ISD police officer was sentenced Monday morning after previously pleading guilty to having sexual encounters with a
teenage girl multiple times almost two years ago.

Angel Ramirez, now 32, was sentenced to 15 years in prison and is currently awaiting transport to the Texas Department of Criminal Justice
to begin the term.

He pleaded guilty Friday to three counts of sexual assault of a child and one count of indecency with a child. All charges were second-
degree felonies and hold punishments of two to 20 years in prison.

Judge John Hyde said Monday that if the case had gone before a jury and that jury had found Ramirez guilty, the sexual assault counts
could have been stacked resulting in a longer prison term for the defendant. The state agreed to forego that by accepting Ramirez’s plea.

Prosecutors estimated that if the trial had gone before a jury, with all the evidence, it would have taken about four days in court. Court
documents alleged Ramirez had sexual encounters with a 14-year-old female student from Goddard Junior High School between Dec. 20,
2008 and Jan. 24, 2009, at a north Midland residence.

“Cases like these are kind of like walking across a mine field,” Hyde said, explaining that juries will either find the defendant not guilty or
will sentence him to the maximum amount of time.

“There’s not much middle ground on those,” he said.

After Ramirez was sentenced, prosecutors provided victim impact statements from the girl’s father, mother and stepfather before the court.

Midland police arrested Ramirez on Feb. 4, 2009, on one charge of sexual assault of a child. He bonded out of the Midland County Jail the
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next day on a $100,000 bond. Jail records showed Monday that he was arrested again on Nov. 14, 2009, for a class B misdemeanor of
harassment but was released a day later after posting a $500 bond.

Ramirez was indicted by a grand jury last year on eight felony counts: three for sexual assault of a child, four for improper relations
between an educator and student and one for indecency with a child.

_ _ _

Audrie Palmer can be reached at apalmer@mrt.com.
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