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Ex-cop confesses to sexually assaulting 13-year-old girl
he met on duty
CRIME & COURT DECEMBER 12, 2012 BY: KIMATHI LEWIS

A former Atlanta police (http://www.atlantapd.org/) officer admitted
Tuesday to sexually assaulting a 13-year-old girl he met while
responding to a call at her home.

Mr. Bernett Collins, 43, pleaded guilty to sexual battery, distributing
sexually explicit material to a minor and violation of oath
(http://www.examiner.com/topic/violation-of-oath/articles) of office,
according to the Fulton County District Attorneyʼs Office
(http://www.atlantada.org/) .

Mr. Collins met the girl during a call to the teenʼs home in 2010. He hen
began to periodically visit the teen and send her text messages
between January and April, the district attorney's spokeswoman Ms.
Yvette Brown said.

“Officer Collins requested that the victim send him either topless pictures of herself or those in which she was clad in just her
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underwear,” Ms. Brown said. “Collins also sent explicit pictures via text of himself to the minor.

“Collins also hugged and groped the victim inappropriately while at her home, prompting the sexual battery charge.”

The victim eventually reported Officer Collinsʼs inappropriate behavior to her school resource officer and he was
subsequently questioned by Atlanta police and later arrested.

In May, Mr. Collins was fired by the department for violating departmental policies. In March of 2012, a Fulton County Grand
Jury returned an indictment against Mr. Collins for his crimes.

Fulton County Superior Court Judge Kelly Amanda Lee sentenced Mr. Collins to five yearsʼ probation.

Under the terms of the plea agreement, the former cop must register as a sex offender and may not have contact with
minors-including the victim. He is also not allowed to work in law enforcement.

Receive daily news stories and stay current by clicking on the subscribe button at the top of the article and get automatic
updates via email each time a new article is published. You may also get quick updates on articles as well as read more local
news stories at: http://www.facebook.com/pages/Atlanta-Public-Safety-Examiner/19583707047
(http://www.facebook.com/pages/Atlanta-Public-Safety-Examiner/19583707047) .

Kimathi Lewis, Atlanta Crime Examiner
Former police reporter for The State newspaper, Kimathi T. Lewis left her mark in print with stories that
evoked community support and a column that helped capture dozens of fugitives. This award-winning
reporter with a B.A. in Journalism can be reached at naturekleen@msn.com.

http://www.examiner.com/crime-in-atlanta/kimathi-lewis
http://www.facebook.com/pages/Atlanta-Public-Safety-Examiner/19583707047
http://www.examiner.com/crime-in-atlanta/kimathi-lewis



