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Christopher J. Sundheim, a former Jupiter Island police officer, was sentenced to a
three-year prison term Thursday after pleading no-contest to three counts of sexual
activity with a minor.

In January, Sundheim, 31, was charged with seven counts of sexual activity with a
minor and two counts of providing alcohol to a minor. Both charges are second-
degree misdemeanors, with the sexual activity with a minor carrying a 15-year
maximum prison sentence.

Sundheim was sentenced on all three counts; however, the terms will run
concurrently. Upon his release, he will serve seven years of sex offender probation
with a special condition that he has no contact with the victim or any member of her
family.

With over a dozen friends and family members in the courtroom, Sundheim said he
was entering the plea to conclude the matter and the pain it brought.

“I apologize to all the families involved,” Sundheim said. “My family is just absolutely
torn apart by this. I’m sorry to everyone involved.”

In an open letter to Sundheim and the court, the victim, who was 17 at the time of the
incidents, wrote that she had “been impacted in more ways than you will ever realize.”

According to arrest affidavits, the girl said the two met at Hobe Sound Beach and
would often flirt “until one thing led to another.” According to the affidavits, the two
had sex on several occasions in October 2008 and January 2009, and though several
people saw the two together, no one saw anything inappropriate, the affidavits state.
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However, Assistant State Attorney Vicki Nichols said prosecutors built a solid case
during their 11-month investigation.

“We had a very strong case and were perfectly willing to go to trial,” Nichols said after
the hearing. “But the victim did not want to if we could avoid it, and we tried to honor
her request.”

After the hearing, Sundheim’s supporters maintained that he was innocent of the
charges and entered the plea in order to “get it over with.”

Sundheim resigned from the Jupiter Island Public Safety Department in July.

“It’s a sad day when charges are made against any officer who is held in the public’s
trust,” said Jupiter Island Public Safety Chief Ted Gonzales in a prepared statement.
“We have a lot of good officers who take their oaths to serve and protect seriously,
and we are grateful to them for the work they do.”

Given his status as a former police officer, Martin County Circuit Judge Sherwood
Bauer granted Sunheim’s lawyer’s request to recommend that Sunheim be
segregated to the extent possible for his safety while serving his term.

© 2010 TCPalm. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed. 
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Of course she didn't want it to go to trial...she's just as guilty and she didn't want
people to know what she really was...
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oldtimefloridacracker writes:

Even though this makes the female look like an easy skank who got mad when
he didn't propose, you gotta know the consequences if you are a cop. Just sayin.
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Being that he is a police officer, he should have recieved the max sentence. I
don't care if she was 17 and "almost legal". Someone in his position should be
held to a hire standard. Once again the legal system goes light on a bad cop.
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>> the victim, who was 17 at the time of the incidents, wrote that she
had “been impacted in more ways than you will ever realize.”>>

It was consensual and in less than a year if not a few months would
have been legal. Does she really feel like a CRIME was committed
against her?

I agree. I know he was a police officer and should have known better, but he's
also a human being. It happened off duty. It was consensual and now she's
ruined him for life. She should have thought about that when she allowed it to
happen. Had she said, NO...I think the officer wouldn't have taken it further. So
sad....

August 20, 2010
9:13 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

HSL73 writes:

in response to godblesstheusa76:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

He should have run her over with his boat instead.
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Since the girl admitted participation where is her responsibility in all of this? We
give our children drivers licenses at the age of 16 & hold them responsible for
their actions but if they have sex before they are 18 we make excuses for them.
This girls parents have not helped their daughter by blaming someone else for
her actions. She should be held accountable.
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Yeah He accepted the deal to end this ugly matter....who the hell is buying that?
I'm gonna leave my wife and kid and hang out with Jerome and Tico in the pen
for 3 years cause i'm tired of going to court. This dude still maintains he's not
guilty and that stupid a** Jupiter Island offical is backing him. I got some advice
for Sundheim- don't bend over for the soap.
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My comments are for the family. I am sorry for the pain and humilation this has
caused. You are well loved in the community. When the going gets tough the big
moulths start flapping. Very few people go through live without a cause for
reqret. Thats why they are saints... Peace.
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I just love how people blame minors when a married adult has sex with the
minor. Sorry, but this former police officer needs to be held to a high standard,
and I am pleased to see that he will serve prison time.

I assume he is now divorced? Did he have any children with his wife?

August 20, 2010
10:01 a.m.

Reply to this post

KARR2004 writes:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

August 20, 2010
10:04 a.m.

Reply to this post

KARR2004 writes:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

August 20, 2010
10:27 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

finsfan4564 writes:

in response to godblesstheusa76:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

best post of the day well said ps i thought 16 was the age in fl

August 20, 2010
10:27 a.m.

Reply to this post

missy47 writes:

in response to KARR2004:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

August 20, 2010
10:51 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

Sam7 writes:

I have a friend who has an eleven year old daughter who'se running after older
teenage boys; when she wanted to get my son to gether with her daughter I told
her "he'l No!my son isn't going to be anybody's baby daddy! He has a future!"
This girl is 11 yet looks 17. As far as I am concerned the girls are far worse than
the boys, go look at them at the Vero Beach High school, half of them look like
they belong on Avenue D as hookers; and yes they also need to be held
accountable too.
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Should have waited till 18. Under 18 you go to jail 18 and over it's all good.
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in response to RU_Kidding:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

Oh, so you are blaming the victim? This cop should go straight to jail and meet
some new friends and maybe you should join him.
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Don't know the lady in Vero...but 40 miles...same situation...MORE COUNTS of
sexual activity, and a difference of 23 years. Someone needs to contact the
ACLU

August 20, 2010
11:49 a.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post
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in response to Klaatu2012:

Oh, so you are blaming the victim? This cop should go straight to jail
and meet some new friends and maybe you should join him.

Blaming the victim - this girl was a willing participant. Again, because of her age
she accepts no responsibility and is protected from the public.
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She is a Victim. The cop is a criminal. There is a reason why 17-year olds are
considered minors.
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waytoofast writes:

The cop knew he was breaking the law, so he deserves to be punished.
However, 3 years in prison seems a little harsh. To me, 30 days in prison and a
few years of probation would suffice. After all, his personal and professional life
have been destroyed. He is certainly paying a hefty price for a few months
difference in age.
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in response to waytoofast:

The cop knew he was breaking the law, so he deserves to be
punished. However, 3 years in prison seems a little harsh. To me, 30
days in prison and a few years of probation would suffice. After all, his
personal and professional life have been destroyed. He is certainly
paying a hefty price for a few months difference in age.

I agree.
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in response to waytoofast:

The cop knew he was breaking the law, so he deserves to be
punished. However, 3 years in prison seems a little harsh. To me, 30
days in prison and a few years of probation would suffice. After all, his
personal and professional life have been destroyed. He is certainly
paying a hefty price for a few months difference in age.

A hefty price for sure and so is his family! Again this "victim" walks away with no
responsibility. I wish the real story would come out about who she really is but
that won't happen - again because of her age.
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in response to Stuart34996:

My comments are for the family. I am sorry for the pain and humilation
this has caused. You are well loved in the community. When the going
gets tough the big moulths start flapping. Very few people go through
live without a cause for reqret. Thats why they are saints... Peace.

Read:

My comments are for the family. I am sorry for the pain and humiliation that your
daughter has caused. Your daughter was "WELL LOVED" in the community.
When the going gets tough the big mouths start telling the truth. Blah blah blah...
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actually I was thinking about his wife and mother.
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Grimm writes:

Should have waited till 18. Under 18 you go to jail 18 and over it's all good.

Lower the age of consent to 16 in Florida. Eighteen is too high in my opinion.
Look at the ages in other countries, in particular over in Europe.
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More frequent jury trials and MANDATORY jury instruction on jury nullification.
Just sayin'. If you really want to make a difference in these cases of injustice DO
SOMETHING ABOUT IT: www.flareformsexoffenderlaws.org. YOU could be
next.
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But if it was in NY - it was legal. This should be across the board, not a state by
state law.
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in response to dmchapman:

I agree. I know he was a police officer and should have known better,
but he's also a human being. It happened off duty. It was consensual
and now she's ruined him for life. She should have thought about that
when she allowed it to happen. Had she said, NO...I think the officer
wouldn't have taken it further. So sad....

1. Being "off duty" has nothing to do with it- he broke the law.

2. "....now she's ruined him for life." No. HE's ruined his life.

3."She should have thought about that when she allowed it to happen." No. HE
should have thought about that when HE allowed it to happen.

4."Had she said, NO...". No. it's had HE said NO.

Not only was this a guy in his late twenties at the time but he was a law
enforcement officer who absolutlely knew what he was doing. What he was
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doing was breaking the law. There is no blame to be put on the "victim" here and
I personally do not consider her a victim, but this guy was a cop and absolutely
knew better.

August 20, 2010
6:39 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

tester writes:

in response to backinfl:

Being that he is a police officer, he should have recieved the max
sentence. I don't care if she was 17 and "almost legal". Someone in his
position should be held to a hire standard. Once again the legal system
goes light on a bad cop.

Probably was consensual-but who's the grown up. 17 year olds are pretty stupid.
I can say this because I used to have one. She grew up in spite of herself. As to
the peace officer: If you have the right to splap the cuffs on me for my bad
behavior, buddy you better be a boy scout!
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BUBBA HARPER:

He provided alcohol to minors. He also supplied alcohol to 18 years old (below
the LEGAL AGE).

Bubba's "friends" died. He was charged with a misdemeanor, and will serve 45
days in jail.

This young woman was the victim of an adult, and he will see SERIOUS jail time.
Rightly so.

Those of you who exonerated Bubba must be trying to sort through the double
standard:
LEGAL AGE
ALCOHOL

Hmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm....

August 20, 2010
10:58 p.m.

Suggest removal

Reply to this post

nativechick writes:

in response to hreasoning:

(This comment was removed by the site staff.)

"In January, Sundheim, 31, was charged with seven counts of sexual activity
with a minor and two counts of providing alcohol to a minor. Both charges are
second-degree misdemeanors, with the sexual activity with a minor carrying a
15-year maximum prison sentence."

The two counts of providing alcohol to a minor are the m/m they are refering to.
Note it states "with the sexual activity with a minor carrying a 15-year maximum
prison sentence."

This sentence is too harsh. The girl was 17, not 13. I knew exactly what I was
doing at 17 when I wanted to get the attention of someone. They are both at
fault. Only problem is, the man should have known he was playing with fire.

August 21, 2010
10:14 a.m.

Suggest removal
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vexed writes:

yeah, well i feel that three years is too much time. i am sure the young lolita was
as pure as the driven snow. the fact that he only pulled three tells my the
defense was going to parade a few former trystees around the court and the
prosecutor felt it would be better to avoid a circus.

August 21, 2010
2 p.m.

squirlkilr1#461292 writes:

in response to Grimm:
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Should have waited till 18. Under 18 you go to jail 18 and over it's all
good.

Lower the age of consent to 16 in Florida. Eighteen is too high in my
opinion. Look at the ages in other countries, in particular over in
Europe.

Don't worry about the other countries, look at the the other states in our country!!
Some are as low as 14!

August 25, 2010
2:43 a.m.
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1357 writes:

I have read all the post and was wondering were the murder weapon with his
finger prints all over it is at. i guess these forums are judge and jury. I dont know
any more than you all, but I am pretty sure there just might be one guy in prison
that is innocent. Im not saying he is or not but they said this was an 11 months
going on. Im sure with decent lawyers these days thats probaly $60 to $70 grand
out of pocket. So all im saying is its possible in cases were there is just no more
money to continue the fight? Is it possible that he and others that have been
acussed are inocent? I surely would not be able to afford to go to trial. Do we
know for sure? Or do we just assume?
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