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RACINE COUNTY — A former Racine police officer lost his appeal on Wednesday as the state
Court of Appeals upheld his conviction for sexually assaulting a teenage girl.

Damen R. Lowe, 39, formerly of Racine, was sentenced on Aug. 25, 2010, to 12 years in prison
after he was convicted of repeatedly sexually assaulting a teenage girl he knew. The girl reported
the abuse in May 2009, when she was 15, and said the abuse began when she was 13.

Racine County Circuit Judge Charles Constantine also sentenced Lowe to 10 years on extended
supervision, but Lowe staunchly maintained his innocence, alleging the teen made up the stories
because he was a strict disciplinarian and she wanted to be free from his rules and control. He
appealed last year, arguing his constitutional rights had been violated — specifically his right to
confront his accuser and present a defense.

In a 27-page decision issued Wednesday, the Court of Appeals affirmed Lowe’s conviction and
rulings made by Constantine and Racine County Circuit Judge Allan “Pat” Torhorst, who issued
an order in one motion.

At Lowe’s trial, defense attorney John Campion wanted to show jurors messages the teen had
posted on MySpace, and sought to question her more deeply on her behavior after the alleged
abuse, according to court records. Campion wanted to show pictures and messages depicting
the teen drinking alcohol, smoking from a marijuana pipe and listing her summer goals of having
sex and getting “wasted,” according to the appellate court decision.

Campion argued these messages showed the girl had motive to lie, and fabricated her story of
sexual assaults to rid herself of the strict rules he imposed on her and the punishments she
considered too harsh for breaking them.

But the judge didn’t allow jurors to see those photos and messages, and prohibited Campion
from questioning the teen about her behavior after she made the sexual assault allegations.

“The trial court properly guarded against confusion of the issues for the jury, excluding evidence
that might turn the trial into one about the character of the victim, rather than the commission of
sexual assault,” the Court of Appeals wrote in Wednesday’s decision. Campion “thoroughly
developed Lowe’s theory that (the teen) had reason to fabricate the sexual assault at the relevant
time — when she alleged sexual assault. As the trial court squarely recognized, the motive-to-lie
defense was based on Lowe’s pre-allegation control, not (the teen’s) post-allegation MySpace
posts.”

“We’re pleased the Wisconsin Court of Appeals affirmed defendant Lowe’s conviction. If he seeks
discretionary appellate review in the Wisconsin Supreme Court, we’ll respond in due course,”
stated Wisconsin Department of Justice spokeswoman Dana Brueck.
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Upon learning Wednesday that Lowe’s appeal had failed, Campion said “I wish Damen the best.”

A message was left Wednesday for Lowe’s appellate defense attorney, Mark Richards, but he
was unavailable for comment on the decision.

“I don’t feel comfortable commenting on it,” said Lowe’s former appellate defense attorney,
Christy Marie Hall.

Lowe is in Dodge Correctional Institution, currently scheduled for release on June 6, 2022,
according to Wisconsin Department of Corrections records. He then would begin serving his
extended supervision time, back in Racine County.

Lowe was a Racine police officer when charged in 2009, and also moonlighted as a high school
security guard.

He resigned from the Police Department June 1, 2010, the first day of his trial, but his resignation
was retroactive to May 25, 2010.

A jury convicted Lowe on June 8, 2010, of seven of the 10 charges he faced, including child
abuse, repeated sexual assault and exposing a child to harmful materials.


