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 Damen Lowe listens as Judge Charles Constantine sentences Lowe to 12 years in prison and

10 years extended supervision, Wednesday afternoon, August 25, 2010, in Racine County Circuit Court.

Lowe was found guilty of seven of 10 charges, including sexual abuse and exposing a child to harmful

materials on Tuesday June 8, 2010. Lowe was Racine police officer when he was charged. He resigned

from the department June 1, the first day of his trial, with the resignation effective May 25. Photo by

Gregory Shaver gshaver@journaltimes.com

RACINE - The former Racine police officer convicted of sexually abusing a teenage girl was ordered to

spend 12 years in prison.

A jury found Damen Lowe, 36, guilty of repeatedly sexually assaulting a teenage girl. The girl reported

the abuse in May 2009, when she was 15, and said the abuse began when she was 13. Lowe resigned from

the Racine Police Department as his trial began in June of this year. He was sentenced Wednesday to the
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prison time and 10 years extended supervision.

Waukesha District Attorney Brad Schimel, who prosecuted this case for the Racine County District

Attorney's Office, asked the judge to sentence Lowe to 15 years in prison. The Department of Corrections

recommended Lowe serve about five years in prison, and the defense requested probation or the shorter

period of prison time recommended by the DOC.

Schimel said Lowe acted like a sex offender.

"This was grooming," he said. "There's the back rubs, and the hand wanders too far. Showing of milder

pornography. He played games with her, where if she wanted some opportunity or gift or to get something

for herself (she had to engage in sexual activity with him). These are all the classic grooming things."

The mother of the victim said she does not believe Lowe will ever be safe to have around children.

"I believe, if given the opportunity, he will do this to another child," she said.

The girl who said Lowe abused her said she doesn't "feel like a normal child anymore." She said she gets

angry easily and cries easily.

"My emotions are all screwed up," she said. "I just want everything to be done and over with. The past

year has been horrible for me."

Lowe said he cooperated with police, and he admitted using physical discipline as soon as he learned the

girl had said he physically abused her. He always denied any sexual abuse, however, and continues to do

so.

"It's reflecting in the pre-sentence report that I don't accept responsibility," he said. "I do maintain my

innocence."

The court cannot sentence someone more harshly because he or she takes a case to trial. But the nature of

going that route means the defendant ultimately says "I didn't do it," and that, a court can consider.

Defense attorney John Campion said Lowe plans to appeal his conviction and requested a release on bond

to live with his grandparents in Milwaukee while that appeal is pending. Racine County Circuit Court

Judge Charles Constantine denied that request, saying Lowe's victim has the right to live her life without

fearing she will run into Lowe.

The judge said Lowe has no prior criminal record and has always worked around children.

"He obviously is a proud man, a man of strong beliefs, and one that doesn't take much nonsense,"

Constantine said. "He's somewhat controlling, which I don't find unusual for somebody in law

enforcement."

Constantine said that this case, like any that involves sexual assault of children, there is "anger, outrage,

and the immediate response is we must lock them up forever. Clearly, that's an option. He's looking at

about 60 years confinement."



But, Constantine said, he must also consider Lowe's character, history and hope for rehabilitation.

"He's going to have to face some of the demons," Constantine said. "He can be rehabilitated, but it has to

take place in a confined setting."
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