
Home / News / Local News / Crime and Courts / Crime and Courts

Former officer on trial says he hit teen, denies sexual abuse

Story

Former officer on trial says he hit teen, denies sexual abuse

JANINE ANDERSON janine.anderson@journaltimes.com JournalTimes.com | Posted: Friday, June 4,

2010 6:54 pm

Font Size:

Default font size

Larger font size

retweet

 Damen Lowe talks about confronting his accuser about her cell phone use as he testifies in his

trial in Racine County Circuit Court, Friday June 4, 2010. / Mark Hertzberg

mhertzberg@journaltimes.com
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RACINE - Damen Lowe, the former police officer accused of sexually and physically abusing a teenage

girl, said Friday that he swore at her and hit her, but that he did not molest her.

"Damen Lowe, did you sexually assault (the victim)?" asked defense attorney John Campion.

"No," Lowe said.

"Did you have sexual contact with (the victim)?" Campion asked.

"No," Lowe said.

The girl was 15 last spring, when she told police that Lowe, who had 10 years experience as an officer

with the Racine Police Department, hit her and forced her to engage in sexual activity.

Lowe, 35, faces 10 charges, including repeated sexual abuse of a child, physical abuse of a child and

causing a child to view explicit material. The girl made the allegations in early May 2009. His trial started

Tuesday. The girl took the stand earlier in the week and described several instances where Lowe hit her

with a belt and his hands, as well as times when he forced her to engage in sexual activity.

Lowe said Friday that he did use physical force against the girl, when they got into arguments about her

behavior. The sexual contact, however, he said never happened.

While on the stand, Lowe was asked to explain some of the things the victim had testified about earlier in

the week. Among them were:

- The victim gave detailed descriptions of his genital region, including a "skin tag" on the inside of his

right thigh. She said she saw those areas during the sexual assaults.

There were pictures of Lowe's genitals on his cell phone, which he admitted taking, and which the victim

said she looked through. Lowe also said that he showed the victim the skin tag, when she walked in on

him examining it one day.

He showed the spot to the jury by pulling up the leg of a pair of shorts.

- The victim said Lowe intentionally spat in her face, and that he hit her with a belt. Lowe said saliva may

have gotten on her face when he was yelling at her, but that he never did it on purpose. Lowe admitted

taking a belt to the girl's legs several times.

- Lowe said the fights he got into with the girl were over her use of MySpace, where she posted

photographs and other items of which he didn't approve, and the boys she wanted to hang out with. Lowe

http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_21881c48-6fce-11df-ba21-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_ec940f54-6e99-11df-af10-001cc4c03286.html
http://www.journaltimes.com/news/local/crime-and-courts/article_e6855e6e-6db4-11df-b379-001cc4c002e0.html


said he knew the boys were troublemakers, and included one teenager who currently has three open felony

cases and another teen Lowe caught breaking into cars.
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