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Jaymin Lenwood Murphy, of 9586 Old Mill
Road in Leland, pleaded guilty Monday in
Brunswick County Superior Court to four
counts of indecent liberties with a minor, two
counts of first-degree sexual exploitation of a
minor for taking photos and videos of one of
the victims, one count of statutory rape and
one count of statutory sex offense. (StarNews
file photo)

Ex-Navassa cop guilty of sex crimes

Leland man could serve 41 years for molesting two girls
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Jaymin Lenwood Murphy leveraged his position
of authority – first as a child's caretaker, and
then as a Navassa police officer – to coerce two
underage girls into having sex with him.

In one case in January, Murphy, then a 35-year-
old police officer, compelled a 14-year-old girl
to have intercourse by telling her it was a
component of a criminal investigation that law
enforcement refers to as a "pressure test,"
according to the prosecutor.

On Monday, Murphy, now 36, stood in a
Brunswick County courtroom wearing a baggy
white and black striped jailhouse jumpsuit with
his hands clasped behind his back as he pleaded guilty to one count each of statutory
rape and statutory sex offense, two counts of sexual exploitation and four counts of
indecent liberties with a minor.

Superior Court Judge Ola Lewis sentenced Murphy to a maximum of nearly 41 years
in prison and ordered he undergo psychological evaluation and cover any medical
bills related to his victims' injuries.

He will also undergo a lifetime of GPS monitoring by ankle bracelet and is barred
from contacting anyone under 18 years old, though Lewis did carve out an exception
allowing Murphy's two children to visit him.

As part of the plea arrangement, the judge agreed to dismiss three counts of rape and
two counts of indecent liberties with a minor.

Assistant District Attorney Meredith Everhart, the leading prosecutor on Murphy's
case, called the sentence "a good resolution for the victims and the whole
community."

"This saved both victims from having to testify again him," Everhart said. "At the
earliest, he'll be 67 years old before he is released, and I'm satisfied with that."

The StarNews does not name victims of sex crimes.

During the court hearing, an image of Murphy's sexual predation emerged as
Everhart chronicled how he began engaging in intercourse as early as 2005 with a
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then-girlfriend's 11-year-old daughter.

Murphy, while employed as a cab driver and living with his girlfriend, had sex with
the pre-teen girl between 35 and 40 times until he moved out in 2007, Everhart said.
Murphy was not a police officer at that time.

Murphy's first victim was reluctant to disclose the crimes until February 2010. After
an investigation by the Brunswick County Sheriff's Office, Murphy, of 9586 Old Mill
Road in Leland, was charged with first-degree rape of a child. He was arrested on
Feb. 18, suspended from his job at the Navassa Police Department, and held in the
county jail.

Amid the media attention surrounding his arrest, a second victim stepped forward,
accusing Murphy of sexual exploitation and coercing her into having sex with him on
her 14th birthday.

Between December 2009 and January 2010, Murphy, then a Navassa police officer,
was assigned to investigate whether a relative's boyfriend had sent inappropriate
pictures to the victim.

Murphy brought the victim into a bedroom and told her that investigators required
photos of her to compare to the images sent to her cell phone. So Murphy had the
victim remove her clothing so he could take pictures of her genitals and breasts.

Murphy returned on her birthday in January, when he told her that he needed to
conduct a "pressure test" to determine if she had been sexually active. On his town-
issued cell phone, which was later confiscated by sheriff's investigators, Murphy
recorded himself having sex with the teenager.

With the victims' families present in the courtroom, Murphy did not offer an
explanation for his actions, just answered the judge's questions with a solemn "yes
ma'am" and "no ma'am."
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