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Jeff Barker
Daily News

A Santa Rosa County Sheriff's Office lieutenant was arrested
Tuesday and charged with sexual battery on a child, according
to the Florida Department of Law Enforcement.

John Mitchell Tomlinson, 46, of Navarre, was charged with 120
counts of sexual battery on a child between the ages of 12
and 18, according to an FDLE news release. The Sheriff's
Office asked the FDLE on March 3 to investigate allegations
that Tomlinson had sexual relations with a minor.

The Sheriff's Office immediately put Tomlinson on paid
administrative leave, said spokesman Marc Ward. Tomlinson
will remain on leave until the case is resolved.

“If these allegations are true, I will be very disappointed in Lt.
Tomlinson’s behavior,” Sheriff Wendell Hall said in a prepared
statement. “However, if he’s found guilty he should be
punished like any other person that commits this type of
crime.”

Tomlinson was booked into the Santa Rosa County Jail on
$845,000 bond.

The state attorney's office will prosecute the case.

The FDLE is expected to release Tomlinson's arrest report
today.
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Reader Comments
From the editor: Many of you have expressed concerns about some of the harsh anonymous comments from
readers. To remedy that, we are introducing new features. You can create your own blog, publish your news and
share your photos with the community. Once you fill out a simple form and leave a verifiable e-mail address, you
can set up your profile page. It will display all of your contributions and allow you to track issues and easily
connect with others.
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The tax question

Will the U.S. have to raise taxes, as Standard & Poor’s
suggests, to reclaim its AAA credit rating?
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