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The former Elgin police chief in jail on 52 charges of molesting and attempting to rape a minor girl will
be evaluated based on his claim that he could have a mental disease and lacks criminal responsibility in
the case.

Randall Hoffman, 55, was arrested Sept. 22 and remains in jail after a district court judge declined to
reduce his $500,000 bail earlier this month.

His public defender, Jay Greenwood, asked the judge to order an evaluation to show whether Hoffman
has a mental defect or disease and the mental state required for the charges against him.

The signed order was filed Tuesday in Southwest District Court in Grant County, stating that Hoffman
will be examined by a mental health professional at the North Dakota State Hospital in Jamestown. A
report on the findings must be filed within 30 days of the evaluation, the order says.

The court documents don't specify the nature of Hoffman's alleged mental disease. Greenwood said he
won't comment on the case until it's complete. Hoffman did not return a phone message left on the
inmate's phone at the Mercer County Jail in Stanton, where he is being held on contract with Grant
County.

He faces lifetime imprisonment for the charge of continuous sexual abuse of a child, a Class AA felony.
He also is charged with gross sexual imposition and 50 counts of corruption or solicitation of a minor, all
felonies.

The criminal complaint says Hoffman had sexual contact with the girl beginning in 2005, when she was
12 or 13 years old. It alleges that Hoffman engaged in at least 50 sexual acts with the girl, who is now
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17, then attempted to rape her.

Grant County State's Attorney James Vukelic said the incident was reported on Sept. 22 after the girl
resisted Hoffman.

Besides being the police chief at Elgin and the only police officer in town, Hoffman was a former district
court judge in Jamestown. In 1999, he was suspended from the judge post for stalking and harassing his
ex-wife. His law license was suspended in 2003 for misconduct in custody proceedings between his
then-fiance and her ex-boyfriend.

A preliminary hearing is scheduled for Nov. 8, when Hoffman can enter a plea.

(Reach reporter Lauren Donovan at 701-748-5511, or lauren@westriv.com.)
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