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Deputy arrested on suspicion of sexual assault
Story Highlights: Scott Cole, 41, was taken into custody Thursday after an alleged
victim approached investigators, authorities say.
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ADVERTISEMENT

A sheriff's deputy was taken into custody and Thursday after officials received allegations he was involved in a
sexual assault.

Deputy Scott Cole, 41, was booked into Central Men's Jail Thursday amid what authorities described as an
investigation that is in its early stages. Cole was released the same day after posting bond.

Sheriff officials announced Cole's arrest in a
written statement, but refused to provide details
of the case, citing the continuing investigation and
the Peace Officer Bill of Rights – a law that
protects officers during criminal investigations
and prohibits law enforcement agencies from
disclosing disciplinary measures taken against
officers.

Investigators from the sheriff department's
Special Victims Unit initiated the investigation into
Cole, according to the statement. The
investigation was prompted when investigators
were approached by the victim, officials said.

The sheriff's department is leading the
investigation, working in conjunction with the
Orange County District Attorney's office, said Dan
Salcedo, investigator with the sheriff's
department.

"Right now it's too fresh of an investigation to
provide any information," Salcedo said.

Susan Kang Schroeder, chief of staff for the District Attorney's office, said her office has been notified of the
incident, but they have not received a case.

Asked what division Cole was assigned to before his arrest, Salcedo said he could not comment on that at the
moment.

"Right now we're not commenting because the investigation is still ongoing," he said.

A booking photo, which is regularly released by sheriff officials after a suspect has been booked into county
jail, has not been released.

According to a sheriff's department online blog, Cole has received praise for his work in the past.

In a posting titled, "Words of Thanks Keep Coming," letters and calls from Orange County residents
commending deputies' work is cited.

The blog states that Sgt. Ben Stripe of North Operations was approached by a resident who wanted to thank
him for Cole's work regarding a call about a boyfriend who assaulted her daughter.
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"She was thankful that Deputy Cole took the time to see the human side of their predicament," reads the post.

Contact the writer: shernandez@ocregister.com or 949-454-7361
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Score: 0
ALLIDAP92802

9:25 AM on June 29, 2010

antarez: You are dreaming. No cop wil ever be put in general
population.

 

Report Abuse

Score: -1
HOLLYWATTS

10:58 AM on June 28, 2010

I doubt that OLDSKI has ever investigated a sex crime. The lack of
information coming forth is concerning, only the name and
personal information is kept confidential per state law. The details
may be discussed. Additionally, in criminal cases, the peace
officer's bill of rights would not apply. This only applies to the
internal investigation of misconduct.
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Score: 0
HOLLYWATTS

10:53 AM on June 28, 2010

I am sure glad he was arrested and booked without an
investigation. Sounds like the SO is bowing to liberal pressure form
the public and media before conducting a proper investigation. No
citizen would have been arrested at this point. It is the Sheriff afraid
that she will be attacked by the media during the election. If is is
true, then so be it. I think an investigation should have been
completed first.
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Score: -1
DREW1503

8:20 AM on June 28, 2010

So everyone is a cop hater? But it would be perfectly fine to bash
and make opinions if he did not choose a job in law enforcement?
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A little double standard don’t you think? This is one of the main
reasons people do not respect law enforcement like they used to,
because it is always an excuse or cover up when one gets in
trouble. Try owning it once in a while; everyone has trash in their
professions. You sound so paranoid thinking everyone is a cop
hater when that is not true and what is worse is many in law
enforcement believe people just wake up and hate police, do some
actual thinking and ask yourselves maybe is it the way we treat
people and act like we do not have to follow the law ourselves that
makes the public upset. No one just wakes up and hates someone,
there is always a motive behind it.

Score: 0
1015MAN

11:36 AM on June 27, 2010

I see the cop haters are at it. Why not wait for the end of the trial.
Law enforcement officials have rights too.
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Score: -2
HEYMISTER

6:51 AM on June 27, 2010

Elect that incompetent woman and that's what you get, a
department out of control. Bill Hunt was right there and ready, can't
say we didn't try .......
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Score: -1
1HBCOACH

8:48 AM on June 26, 2010

see sheriff's department back to normal
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Score: 1
OLDSKI

6:27 AM on June 26, 2010

In sexual assault cases arrests are made when pc is met and done
quickly to forestall repeat behavior during the investigation. That,
and the lack of detail released to the press is all about protecting
the victim. As it must be. I hope it is not true, but it don't look good
at all for the accused. So far, good job by SVU.
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Score: -2
KIDROCK

4:32 PM on June 25, 2010

It’s nice to read that they jump the gun on their own too. I doubt the
validity of the complaint. I’m 99.9% sure it’s a woman scorned
situation.
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