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By VIK JOLLY / THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

SANTA ANA – An Orange County jury Thursday acquitted a former sheriff's deputy accused of sexual assault
on an "out-of-control" 17-year-old while on duty.

The panel of seven women and five men in Superior Court Judge Gary Paer's courtroom deliberated about a
day before finding Scott Allan Cole, 43, of Hesperia not guilty of one felony count of sexual penetration by a
foreign object of a minor.

The teenager's mother called 911 on June 23, 2010, after the girl attempted to run away and to report a
missing wedding ring.

Cole talked with the mother upon arrival that night and then went in and out of the girl's bedroom four times,
according to testimony.

Both Cole and the teenager testified. His words were in contrast to the teenager's: He maintained no sexual
contact occurred, while she said it did.

"He's absolutely relieved that the jury used (its) common sense and came to the right decision," said Joe Dane,
Cole's defense attorney.

Cole, a 14-year Orange County sheriff's deputy, was fired from the department and has been working for the
past two years to start a nonprofit organization to help military veterans, defense attorney Joe Dane said.

After the verdict, Cole went outside Paer's 10th-floor courtroom and gave his wife – who was too nervous to be
inside – "the biggest hug," the lawyer said.

"I hope this paves the way to put this all behind him so he can truly move on from these totally false
allegations," Dane said.

The accuser, now 19, filed a $10 million claim against Orange County and has a federal suit pending.

Deputy District Attorney Robert Mestman said: "We believed we proved the case, but we also respect the jury's
verdict."

Orange County Sheriff's Department investigators recorded a four-minute covert call the teen made to Cole,
which they had coached her for, the day after she said the encounter occurred.

On the tape, the girl is heard asking Cole if he wants to have sex. She says she wants more than what
happened the other night. The deputy is heard laughing softly at her sexual innuendoes and telling her "you're
crazy" when she persists.

Cole testified that he was trying to disengage from the girl in the call and doesn't know why he didn't report the
"awkward" call to his superiors, acknowledging he shouldn't have engaged in the sexual conversation started
by her.

After his client got the "unfortunate call that night" to respond to the home of the girl in an unincorporated area
of Tustin, he was faced with a teenager acting like a "freak," Dane told jurors.

The woman testified she made many "misstatements" about the incident to authorities and others.

She told investigators she did not steal her mother's ring, when she had. She said on the witness stand that
she did not ask Cole to engage in a sexual act with her but told investigators in a tape-recorded interview that
she did.

She falsely accused someone else of rape in the past, was on probation for a misdemeanor conviction for
assaulting her mother and was diagnosed with oppositional defiant disorder, according to testimony.

"You look up 'out-of-control teenager' in the dictionary" and you'll find her picture," Mestman told jurors. "But in
a sense, she's also a perfect target" because no one is going to believe her.
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