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Prosecutor: Sex trial pits ex-deputy against 'out
of control' teenager
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By VIK JOLLY / THE ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER

SANTA ANA – A former veteran, "respected" Orange County sheriff's deputy and a troubled, "out of control"
teenager had a "sexually charged" conversation before he sexually assaulted her in her bedroom while on
duty, a prosecutor told jurors Wednesday.

The difference between the accused and the accuser is as stark as can be, Orange County Deputy District
Attorney Robert Mestman told jurors in his opening statement in the trial of Scott Allan Cole.

Cole, 43, of Hesperia is charged with one felony count of sexual penetration by a foreign object of a minor
and faces a maximum sentence of three years in state prison and possible lifetime sex-offender registration

if convicted, prosecutors said.

Cole's defense attorney, Joe Dane, told jurors what they learned about the character of the teenager, who was
17 at the time of the alleged 2010 assault and was the first witness called by the prosecutor, is the "tip of the
iceberg."

After his client got the "unfortunate call that night" to respond to the home of the girl in an unincorporated area
of Tustin, he was faced with a teenager acting like a "freak," Dane said.

The girl's mother called 911 on June 23, 2010, after the girl attempted to run away and to report a missing
wedding ring. Deputies had responded to the home on several occasions in the past, both sides said, but this
was Cole's first time there.

The teenager in the past had accused someone else of rape, was on probation for a misdemeanor conviction
for assaulting her own mother and was diagnosed with Oppositional Defiant Disorder, both sides said.

The deputy dealt with the teenager "at her level" and asked her to "chill," Dane said, when she accused him of
looking for her sex toys in her room after he got permission from her mother to search for the missing jewelry.

"It's not flirting," he said. "There's no sexual contact at all. Three words: It didn't happen."

Knowing the victim's background, believability is an issue, Mestman acknowledged. She was a liar,
manipulative and "sexually charged" teen at the time, he said.

"You look up 'out of control teenager' in the dictionary" and you'll find her picture, the prosecutor told jurors in
Superior Court Judge Gary Paer's court. "But in a sense, she's also a perfect target" because no one is going
to believe her.

She asked the deputy to perform a sex act on her, but what stunned her was that he complied, said Mestman,
adding that the victim has been consistent throughout on her charge against the deputy.

After responding to the home, Cole spoke with the victim's mother and sister in the living room before going to
the victim's bedroom to speak with her and she started flirting with him, he said. Cole went in and out of the
girl's room a few times and on the last occasion, closed the door behind him, something her relatives found
strange, Mestman told jurors.

That's when the sexual assault occurred, he said. The surprised girl told her relatives, who did not report the
assault. She reported the incident after speaking with her counselor the next day, Mestman said.

The prosecutor played the tape of a four-minute conversation between the victim and the deputy, recorded by
sheriff's department investigators, who he said coached the victim through it.

On the tape, the girl is heard asking the deputy if he wants to have sex. She says she wants more than what
happened the other night. The deputy is heard laughing softly at her sexual innuendoes and tells her "you're
crazy" when she persists.

He asks where her family is and she tells him relatives are away. "I'll come over and say hello," he's heard
saying adding he'll be in touch in about an hour.
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Cole was arrested after the telephone call, which his defense attorney described as "being out of left field."

The girl filed a $10 million claim against Orange County and has a federal suit pending, Dane said.

Contact the writer: 714-834-3773 or vjolly@ocregister.com
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Georgia N Albert ·  Top Commenter
OMG here we go no one has anything to say? Well I do, why did her family not go open the
door, why did they not say something the moment she said she was violated? So many
questions, why was he talking to her after the fact? I don't trust anyone anymore, children are
liars, police officers are liars, so who do we trust? Gone are the days of respect and morals,
so sad....................
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 19 at 4:07pm7

Andrew Sarver ·  ·  Top Commenter
I think if that tape says a lot. It's not proof by any means, but it really gives the girl's story
some credibility. At the very least this deputy should have never voluntarily put himself in the
position for this type of accusation to be leveled against him. He should have conducted
himself in a manner that would put him above reproach. The conversation is really just gas
on a smoldering fire. To me it suggests that the events the girl reported, most likely did
happen. The deputy comes across much more like a participant on "To Catch a Predator" and
much less like a law enforcement professional. A lot of people acted in a pretty stupid
fashion in this case.
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 19 at 8:32pm
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John Minh Nguyen
Bad girl meets good cop, good cop gave in, & now good cop is bad cop. Plain and simple :)
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 20 at 2:05am3

Rick OBrien ·  Top Commenter · Works at Self Employed Contractor
Dirty cops are the worst, but if all they got is a he said, she said...no PHYSICAL evidence at
all, and unless there's something more, there's plenty of room for reasonable doubt. I'd
rather see 10 guilty men go free than send ONE innocent man to prison. There is absolutely
NOTHING worse than being put in a cage for something you didn't do.
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 20 at 1:55am2

James Robert Reade ·  Top Commenter
Sexual contact cannot be proven. She previously accused another of rape. The officer
responded, "you're crazy" There would not be not enough intent for me to convict the officer.
The woman should be charged with attempted sexual assault of a police officer. The ten
million dollar lawsuit is nonsense. James Robert Reade.
Reply ·  · Like · Follow Post · September 19 at 11:57pm1
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