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A Vermont state trooper accused of molesting and taking nude
photos of a teen girl during the past two years has resigned, ending
a nearly eight-year career with the agency. He continues to deny
the girl’s allegations, his attorney said Monday.

Mark Beezup, 53, of Derby has not been charged criminally. 

As of Friday, he was no longer employed with Vermont State
Police, spokeswoman Stephanie Dasaro said. Beezup had worked
for the agency since July 2003. He was placed on paid
administrative leave Jan. 31, three days after the investigation
began. 

Beezup maintains his innocence. Monday,
his attorney, David Sleigh of St.
Johnsbury, made available records from
Vermont Superior Court in Burlington that
show a forensic examination of Beezup’s
electronic devices, including a cell phone
and a computer, failed to corroborate the
girl’s accusations. 

“They have been investigating this for a
month and a half, and they have nothing
to corroborate this theory,” Sleigh said.
“They have this tale about all this stuff

that’s supposed to be there, and none of it’s there.” 

The forensic search, conducted between Feb. 15 and Feb. 23,
turned up 25 images of the girl, “none of which appeared to be
improper/illegal,” according to a search-warrant inventory Sleigh
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provided to the Burlington Free Press. The document also says
police found no videos of the girl, only videos that “appeared to be
taken by (the girl), none of which appeared to be improper/illegal.” 

Attorney General William Sorrell said Monday that the investigation
into the allegations remains active. 

“The investigation is very much open, and we’re working hard on it,”
Sorrell said. 

Sorrell declined to say how the forensic search results would affect
the investigation. 

Police executed a search warrant Feb. 3 at Beezup’s residence on
Nelson Hill Road and seized dozens of items, including two laptops
and a cell phone, according to court records. South Burlington
Detective Gregg Jager, the chief investigator at the Chittenden Unit
for Special Investigations, applied for the warrant, saying he
expected the search to turn up evidence of sexual assault, lewd
and lascivious conduct with a child, and use of a child in a sexual
performance, the records show. 

Components including the memory-card slot of a cell phone seized
at Beezup’s home had been “severely damaged,” said an affidavit
for the Feb. 3 search warrant. Beezup told police his dog had
chewed on the phone, according to court papers. 

However, “the battery within the cell phone appeared undamaged,
indicating that someone had possibly removed the battery prior to
purposefully damaging the phone,” Jager wrote in the affidavit.
“While it appeared as if no card was in the phone when it was
turned over to law enforcement, it is possible that the memory card
was removed prior and either concealed, destroyed or discarded.” 

The girl told police Beezup first touched her inappropriately in
August 2009, according to an affidavit filed in court. The Burlington
Free Press does not identify alleged victims of sexual assaults
without their consent. 

Contact Matt Ryan at 651-4849 or
mryan@burlingtonfreepress.com.
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