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Atlanta, GA

A former DeKalb County officer accused of luring a teen into
a sexual relationship and giving her marijuana pleaded not
guilty Tuesday.

In June, a grand jury returned a 13-count indictment against
Mr. Quevius Orion Thornton, 29, charging him with repeatedly
having sex with a 15-year-old girl, DeKalb District Attorney
Mr. Robert James said.

“He lured her from one location to another for indecent
purposes, which in this case was sexual encounters,” Mr.
James said.

 Mr. Thornton was arrested on several charges including four
counts of enticing a child for indecent purposes; five counts of
statutory rape, aggravated child molestation and possession
of marijuana, Mr. James said.

Prosecutors said the alleged incidents happened between
October and January at various locations including in the
back seat of Mr. Thorntonʼs car in the parking lots of
elementary schools and at Mr. Thorntonʼs Ward Lake Trail
home.

The indictment alleged that Mr. Thornton had sex with the girl
in the back seat of his car in the parking lot of Dunaire
Elementary School on S. Indian Creek Drive, and Panola Way
Elementary School. 

On Oct. 25 of that year, Mr. Thornton also took the girl to
Shoal Creek Park on Glenwood Road and engaged in
intercourse and oral sex, according to the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. 

Mr. Thornton was also charged with simple battery and
contributing to the delinquency of a minor for allegedly
slapping the teen and giving her marijuana, Mr. James said.

The prosecutor declined to comment on how Mr. Thornton
knew the teen or how his office found out about the alleged
crimes.

Mr. Thornton, an officer for three and a half years, was
arrested in January, Mr. James said. Mr. Thornton, who was
placed on administrative leave, then resigned from the
department, according to the AJC.

The former officer's next court date is expected to be in two to

Credits: DeKalb County Police

Mr. Quevius Thornton remained in the
DeKalb County jail on charges of
statutory rape, molestation and battery
charges involving a 15-year-old girl
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