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Ex-Portland cop says stress led to Kennewick
sex crimes
Ryan Graichen claims it started in 2000 when a shotgun was pointed at him while working as a Portland police
officer and he watched his partner shoot the suspect dead.

KRISTIN M. KRAEMER, TRI-CITY HERALD
Published: Dec. 19, 2011 at 7:01 a.m. PST — Updated: Dec. 18, 2011 at 12:26 p.m. PST

KENNEWICK — Ryan Graichen claims it started in 2000 when a shotgun was

pointed at him while working as a Portland police officer and he watched his

partner shoot the suspect dead.

That incident kept playing in his mind like a movie, yet the sights, sounds and

smells all were real.

To escape the daily flashbacks and sleepless nights, the married man turned to

his computer during a required leave from work and found adult pornography.

"It allowed my brain to escape to 'a different world,' and brought my brain and

body pleasure, and shut off the daydreams and bad thoughts," he wrote.

Graichen is now facing a lengthy prison term for numerous sex crimes in

Kennewick, including approaching girls under 18 for sex acts and paying an un-

derage girl to participate in different sexual activities at his home.

He told what he called "my story" in a 49-page handwritten statement to Wash-

ington Department of Corrections staff.

He also was interviewed as part of the presentencing report, and claims he al-

ready has been punished and "suffered greatly" and shouldn't be locked up

with sex offenders because "it makes me sick."

Graichen does not believe he falls into the sex offender category, though he

agrees he needs treatment and counseling for his post-traumatic stress

disorder, and porn and sex addictions.

The report is a public document in Graichen's court file.

Graichen told Community Corrections Officer Katti Foltz that "the root cause of

where he is now is due to what he experienced as a police officer."

He claims his internet searches for porn started "as a coping mechanism for

traumatic events he witnessed" as a cop, and escalated to videotaping girls' pri-
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vate areas during a school basketball game and dance while he was a school

resource officer. He eventually resigned from the Portland Police Bureau amid a

disciplinary investigation.

Seven years later -- after failing to get help for his nightmares because he didn't

want to be labeled a "wimp" -- Graichen found himself offering money, alcohol

and marijuana to teen girls in Kennewick's Columbia Park in exchange for being

filmed while he performed a sex act, court documents show.

He also advertised on Craigslist for a bikini model and paid a teen girl to pose in

lingerie and eventually for sex, documents show.

Graichen, 36, faces sentencing Jan. 27 in Benton County Superior Court after

pleading guilty in October to two counts of sexual exploitation of a minor and

five counts of commercial sex abuse of a minor.

The plea agreement reached with Deputy Prosecutor Anita Petra, and Graichen

and his defense lawyer Nicholas Jones calls for a 10-year prison

recommendation.

Yet, Graichen asks for a sentence that "promotes justice based on what actually

happened, or the lack thereof, and the ages of the victim, and not solely on

what the law says."

He adds that a decade is "too punitive, unjust and unfair" given what he de-

scribes as a commendable background as a cop and his limited criminal history.

He suggests if confinement is mandatory he be confined to a hospital for

treatment, or also said he should get a decade of "strict community custody,

with mandatory counseling."

"The good I have done in my life speaks to the person I can be," said Graichen,

who claims prison will only institutionalize him, and he should get a chance to

help himself and others so he can again be the person he once was.

He said he pleaded guilty to "honor his late father's request to take responsibili-

ty for his actions and so he can see his children again someday." He talks about

one day wanting to enter law school or possibly enlist in the Army.

"Graichen has shown he has total disregard for the laws of society and the safe-

ty of the individuals in the community," wrote Foltz, the pre-sentencing report's

author. "Graichen can be quoted as stating 'laws are flawed.' "

She said Graichen cried throughout his interview with her.

"However, not once did he mention his tears were for the victims of his current

offenses," she wrote. "It appears his tears were for the traumatic events he

claims to have witnessed as a police officer, his relationships with females, not

being able to see his kids and what he believes he deserves as a sentence."

Graichen, a Portland officer from 1998 to 2006, first approached a teen girl and

her boyfriend in Columbia Park in May 2010. He repeatedly tried to get the

young couple to come back to his home, where he would give them beer, mari-

juana and $500 if they would perform sex acts or let him masturbate, court doc-

uments show. The couple said no and eventually walked away.
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Kennewick man faces trial for stealing
items from mailboxes

Kennewick man faces trial for stealing items from
mailboxes

A 25-year-old man was busted for allegedly amassing
stolen driver's licenses, vehicle titles, Social Security
cards and checks after a Kennewick resident watched
someone take mail from their mailbox.

The witness was able to identify the suspect's vehicle,
which led police to the Kennewick home of Dale
Thomas LaGrande.

LaGrande is the registered owner of the vehicle seen
in the reported mail theft May 10.

Kennewick man sentenced to 1 year for
child molestation

A Kennewick man cried Friday as he acknowledged in
court that he "made a terrible mistake" when he
sexually assaulted a grade-school girl.

"What I did was a terrible thing, but it's not who I am,
it's not what I want to do. ... I feel terrible that I put my
entire family and my loved ones through this," Eric
Jonathan Hansen said, as more than a half-dozen
supporters sat behind him. "I can't imagine doing
something worse to people that you love, and I pray
that the effect this will have on (the victim) will be
minimal."

Hansen, who turned 38 on Thursday, pleaded with
Judge Vic VanderSchoor to give him the Special Sex
Offender Sentencing Alternative so he will have
access to tools for treatment.

High-risk sex offender now living in
Benton County

A sex offender with a history of mental illness and a
recent voyeurism guilty plea, is living in Benton
County.

John Cory Imus, 50, recently was released from the
Franklin County jail after admitting to peeping in a
Pasco home and touching himself while watching a
girl undress.

Imus, who was arrested by Pasco police in
December, is awaiting sentencing for the charge. He
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The girl reported the incident to Kennewick police a month later.

In June, he also confronted two other girls in the park and asked if they liked to

party and smoke marijuana, documents show. His offer included $200 for each

girl to star in a pornographic movie with him, and he reportedly opened his wal-

let to show a large bundle of $100 bills.

The girls declined, walked away and called police.

Graichen was not identified as the park suspect until December 2010. Officers

searched Graichen's home after his arrest and seized his computers.

That's when investigators learned of an underage girl that Graichen had met

through a Craigslist ad in June 2010. Graichen never asked for identification to

show her age, and on each encounter he gave her $100 to $300 for everything

from modeling to sex, according to court documents.

Officers also found in Graichen's home illicit videotapes and pictures of the girl

taken before she turned 18, documents said.

One of the park victims told Foltz with the Department of Corrections that she

was scared when Graichen confronted her and was worried he was going to

kidnap and kill her. She said Graichen should go to prison for a "long time" and

be forced to register as a sex offender to understand how much is has affected

her.

Graichen "chose to do this ... he is older ... it's scary as he could have taken

me," the victim said.

Graichen wrote that both he and his lawyer "strongly feel that this case has

been over-aggressively prosecuted, made much larger than it should have

been, and a media circus because of the fact I used to be a police officer five-

plus years ago."

He states that he's been "a normal, law abiding (other than these allegations),

tax paying citizen" for the last five years, working to cover his bills and his child

support.

Yet the presentencing report shows that in September 2008, he pleaded guilty

in Benton County District Court to disorderly conduct and failure to supervise a

child, both misdemeanors. He got three days in jail with 87 days suspended.

He reportedly left his young children home alone while going to look for his girl-

friend after the two had an argument. After she got home, Graichen confronted

the woman, punched a hole in the wall and pushed her down while she was

holding a child, the report says.

Foltz said Graichen is not a candidate for the Special Sex Offender Sentencing

Alternative for the current case. That's because he did not have a relationship

with any of the four victims before the encounters and "he does not admit to the

full aspect of his convictions," she said.

The only sentencing option available, Foltz continued, is going with the 120-

month recommendation, which provides for the maximum protection of the vic-

tims and the safety of the community.

had reportedly been staying at a Pasco motel, but
Thursday went to the Benton County Sheriff's Office
to register as a transient.

Spokane woman's sex slave claims lead
to 4 trafficking arrests

A Spokane woman claims she was held captive and
sold for sex at meth houses and motels for the past
year.

Court roundup: Kennewick man takes
plea deal for assault

A Kennewick man who had a sexual relationship with
his girlfriend before she was 16 took a plea deal that
will let him serve a six-month jail sentence on work
release.

Armando Solano, 22, will still have to register as a sex
offender after pleading guilty to second-degree
assault and communication with a minor for immoral
purposes. He's expected to be sentenced Sept. 27.

Solano was originally charged in Benton County
Superior Court with third-degree rape of a child and
first-degree rape with domestic violence.
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She added that even though sex offender treatment won't be a requirement with

the sentence, Graichen will be in prison long enough to enter and complete a

program.
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A typical sex offender who was once a police officer...
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Somebody's parents raised him to believe he was special, and the rules didn't apply to him.  Too bad, so sad.
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He adds that a decade is "too punitive, unjust and unfair" given what he describes as a commendable background as
a cop and his limited criminal history.Like I've said time after time police officers think they are above us lowly peons.
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