
Teen claims deputy forced
her to strip, stand in snow
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A Salt Lake County teenager has sued a former Box Elder County sheriff’s deputy,
claiming she was forced to strip down, show her breasts and stand in the snow
during a November 2010 traffic stop.

Tamsen Reid, 18, filed the civil lawsuit Tuesday in U.S. District Court against
former deputy Scott R. Womack, Box Elder County Sheriff J. Lynn Yeates and
Box Elder County.

Reid also claims that Womack, 35, took her into the passenger seat of his patrol
car on Nov. 20, 2010, and told her to spread her legs because he needed to
document any "vaginal piercings," according to court documents. Reid, then 17,
refused and Womack allowed her to return to her vehicle.

The episode started when Womack allegedly pulled Reid’s friend, Braydon Harris,
over for speeding around 10 p.m., the lawsuit states. Reid and three other teens
were also in the car. Womack ordered three females in the group to stand
barefoot in the snow, lift up their shirts and pull their bras away from their bodies
under the premise of conducting a search, the lawsuit states.

Womack also demanded identification from the teens, which they gave to him.
The deputy took the identification cards to his vehicle to check for outstanding
warrants, according to the lawsuit.

He then returned and told Reid she had an outstanding warrant for a heroin
violation in Arizona, the lawsuit states. The girl disputed the officer’s finding,
telling him she had never been to Arizona. Womack told Reid she could either go
to jail or be taken to his patrol car to be searched for tattoos or piercings, the
lawsuit states.

"Not wanting to be arrested and taken to jail, and believing Womack’s statements
regarding the necessity of a search because he was a uniformed officer of the law,
Ms. Reid reluctantly chose the latter option," the lawsuit states.

Reid followed Womack’s commands to remove her shorts, underwear and shirt,
but refused when the officer tried to "check for a vaginal piercing," according to
the lawsuit.
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Womack issued Harris a warning citation for speeding and the teenagers left the
scene, the lawsuit states.

Reid kept quiet about the incident, but on June 25 contacted Sandy police to
research the Arizona warrant that Womack referenced. She was informed there
was no warrant out for her or anyone else with the name Tamsen Reid, the
lawsuit states.

Reid contacted Box Elder County and filed a citizen’s complaint against Womack
on July 18 alleging the deputy committed an illegal search, seizure and detention.
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Reid is suing for an undisclosed amount of damages, claiming her constitutional
rights were violated under the Fourth Amendment and Civil Rights Act of 1871
because of the illegal search.

"Womack’s actions directly and proximately caused Ms. Reid to suffer extreme
shock, severe emotional distress, humiliation, embarrassment and instilled in her
a significant and continuing fear of law enforcement officers," the lawsuit states.

Yeates, along with the county, is being sued for failing to supervise and properly
train Womack, according to the lawsuit.

Yeates could not be reached for comment about the lawsuit on Tuesday. An
employee at the Box Elder County Sheriff’s Office said Yeates is out of the office
until Sept. 8.

Yeates last month told The Tribune that the Weber County Sheriff’s Office was
conducting a criminal investigation into Womack’s actions along the interstate.
Womack was terminated following Reid’s allegations.

Copyright 2011 The Salt Lake Tribune. All rights reserved. This material may not be published,
broadcast, rewritten or redistributed.
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Citizens should be allowed to film the traffic stop from their own dash cam (i.e. camera
phone or other video device) but cops freak out when they see video cameras.  What are
they afraid of? The truth.

1 person liked this. Like  

Earlier this week a court in Maryland, or perhaps Mass., ruled that it is legal for a
citizen to film LEOs as long as they are not interfering with them. The ruling
stemmed from a lawsuit filed by a man who was arrested for taking pictures and
recording a cop making an arrest. The State charged the man with illegal
wiretapping because the camera also had a microphone. The Court basically
laughed at the wiretapping charge and ruled for the citizen based on 1st and 4th
amendment rights. This should set precedent to overturn anti-filming laws that
other States have recently enacted. Great ruling for citizen rights.
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I have to admit that I would have called this accusation a bit far fetched were it not for
the fact that the guy was fired.  I wonder if there is video of the stop?  If it is true then
this guy needs to visit the Point of the Mountain too.  Police are given great power and
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