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Everett police officer fired for allegedly having sex
with teen

EVERETT—

An Everett police officer was fired last month for
allegedly having a sexual relationship with a teenage
girl, it was confirmed Friday. The former officer, Brian
Nelson, has denied any misconduct and is appealing his
firing.

A termination letter by Everett Police Chief Kathy Atwood noted that Nelson, 40, had been a School Resource
Officer, as was his then-wife, and that the 16-year-old girl was a student at the school where Nelson’s wife worked.
 The girl in question became close to Nelson and his family, the letter said.

The girl told investigators she was 16 when she and Nelson first had
sex and that it extended until she was 17, the letter said. She said
the two repeatedly engaged in sexual activity between November
2010 and April 2011. She had told a girlfriend about it. At the end of
August, the teen told a teacher about the relationship, which sparked
an investigation.

A criminal investigation was conducted by Snohomish County Sheriff’s Office, but prosecutors declined to file
charges.  Sixteen is the age of consent in Washington state.

In a letter appealing his firing, Nelson admitted to being alone with the girl but denied any sexual contact. He also
noted that prosecutors declined to file charges.

But the police chief, in her letter to Nelson, said, “Your conduct as credibly detailed by (the girl) reeks of sexual
exploitation of a vulnerable minor. You as (1) a police officer, (2) an SRO, (3), the husband of (wife) former SRO,
and (4) something of a father figure to (the girl) had an inherently coercive hold over (the girl). Your conduct, as
described by (the girl) must be categorized as reprehensible.”

Instead of protecting a minor as a police officer, “you exploited (redacted) and caused her harm,” Atwood said.
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