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Derek Jones was arrested last week on sex crime
charges.

Northumberland resource officer jailed, preliminary
hearing set for June
Posted on Wednesday, February 29, 2012 at 10:34 am

 

By Dianne Saison

Reporter

A Northumberland County deputy, sworn to protect the children that attend the local high school, is currently sitting in
a jail cell accused of carrying on a sexual relationship with a female student under his watch.

On Thursday, Feb. 23 Deputy Derek Jones, 44, a school
resource officer at Northumberland High School, was charged
with one count of taking indecent liberties with a child under the
age of 15 by a person in a custodial or supervisory position.

The charges stem from an investigation that began on Feb. 22,
when a teacher was alerted to the criminal activity.

“This was reported by another student to a school staff member
who immediately alerted Social Services,” Northumberland
County Commonwealth’s Attorney Jane Wrightson said during a
Feb. 24 interview. “Social Services then contacted the sheriff’s
office and the commonwealth’s attorney’s office.”

Wrightson said that Jones, who has been a deputy for a number
of years, was suspended from duty on Wednesday.

She added that due to the obvious conflict of interest in
Northumberland, Lancaster Investigator Joanie Kent has taken
the lead on the investigation with assistance from the Richmond
County Sheriff’s Office.

The arrest has shocked a community already reeling from last
year’s arrest of 5th grade math teacher Christopher “C. J.” Richardson, who has been indicted for multiple felony and
misdemeanor charges including indecent acts with a child, abuse of a child with disregard for life, purchase of alcohol
for minor and distribution of marijuana to minors.

Schools Superintendent Clint Stables said that the two incidents have raised serious concerns about just who is
interacting with area students.

“It is a shock, that again we have someone in the community that would be charged with this sort of conduct,” Stables
said. “A lot of people knew Jones and are having a hard time dealing with this, but we are cooperating fully and have
counselors at the schools who we encourage students and staff to talk to.”

Stables added that his office is currently reviewing all of the schools’ policies and security measures to see what can
be done to prevent situations like this from ever happening again. Although stringent background checks on all faculty
are routinely performed, Stables added that as a SRO, Jones was actually an employee of the sheriff’s office.

While initial indications are that the alleged offenses occurred on campus, Stables would neither confirm nor deny the
claims, saying only that although there is an extensive surveillance network in place at the schools, not all locations can
be monitored for privacy reasons.

Although she would not comment as to where or when the alleged incidents occurred, Wrightson said that additional
charges would be pending further investigation.
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Both Stables and Kent urge anyone with further information about this, or any other suspected incident, to call Kent at
804-462-5111.

“Anytime a student is aware of someone harming someone else, they need to go to an adult and report that,” Stables
said, citing the person who came forward for their bravery.

‘Everyone is feeling a sense of betrayal right now, especially because this involves a law enforcement person,” Stables
said. “But, we will look closely at everything we are doing  and make sure our students and staff have all the available
resources they need.”

Northumberland Sheriff Charles Wilkins was unavailable for comment by presstime.

 

Superintendent Clint Stables faced tough questions from the public and
news media during a Monday school board meeting.

 

 

Jones faces arraignment on sex crime charges
By Colston Newton

Correspondent

Derek Jones was not in his accustomed Northumberland County Sheriff’s Deputy uniform when he appeared in
Northumberland’s general district court Monday morning wearing the orange jump suit and leg manacles of a prisoner.
Jones faced arraignment on charges of taking indecent liberties with a female student under the age of 18 with whom
he had a custodial or supervisory relationship.

Judge Gordon Wilkins transferred the case to the juvenile court but appointed Charles J. “Rusty” McKerns, Jr., of
Heathsville to represent Jones who testified that he could not afford a lawyer. Jones said he had been suspended from
his position with the sheriff’s department where he was assigned as a resource officer at Northumberland High School.

Wilkins set a $10,000 bond for Jones, who had been held in jail since his arrest Thursday. As of early afternoon
Monday, he had not yet posted it, McKerns said.

Northumberland’s commonwealth’s attorney, Jane Wrightson, recused her office from the case and Westmoreland
County Commonwealth’s Attorney Julia Hutt Sichol and her staff will prosecute the matter. Sichol’s assistant, Edward
O’Shea, appeared at the Feb. 27 hearing.

McKerns said that the case is tentatively set for preliminary hearing in the juvenile court June 1.

Superintendent of Schools Clint Stables said that as a resource officer Jones had no more authority regarding students
than any other police officer who might be in the schools. He noted, however, that Jones is also an employee of the
school system as a softball and wrestling coach. The name of the 15-year-old female involved in the case has not been
released and it is not known if she came under Jones’s supervision as a member of either team.

The charge is a Class 6 felony punishable by up to five years in the penitentiary.

Like Wrightson, Sheriff C.W. Wilkins recused himself from the case, which is being investigated by the Lancaster
County Sheriff’s Department.

McKerns said he may well contact The Rappahannock Record and demand a retraction of its comment in its online
edition Friday that said Jones’ case was “similar” to that of Christopher “CJ” Richardson, a Northumberland County
teacher charged with a number of offenses involving pre-teenaged boys.

Top Headlines - NewsTop Headlines - News

VRA says Tappahannock has ‘moral
obligation’ with airport’s debt
By Dianne Saison Reporter   Last week,
Tappahannock officials agreed to allow

Kilmarnock councilwoman hopes
her record speaks to May voters
By Dianne Saison Reporter   For nearly
four years, Rebecca Nunn has

Poll QuestonPoll Queston

Which girls basketball team do you think
will win the regular season?

Rappahannock (30%, 9 Votes)

Lancaster (20%, 6 Votes)

Northumberland (20%, 6 Votes)

Washington & Lee (17%, 5 Votes)

Essex (13%, 4 Votes)

Colonial Beach (0%, 0 Votes)

Total Voters: 30


