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NEWARK — A former Hebron and Union Township police officer
will spend four and a half years in prison and another five years on
community control after being found guilty of four counts of sexual
battery, each a third-degree felony.

George B. Gibson, 43, last known address 1595 Heatherview Lane,
Heath, pleaded guilty in October to the four counts with Alford
pleas. The Alford pleas allowed Gibson to maintain his innocence
on other charges in the original indictment.

The plea agreement was a joint recommendation between Gibson’s
attorney, Samuel Shamansky, and Licking County Prosecutor Ken
Oswalt.

Gibson was suspected of engaging in sexual conduct with the 8-
year-old victim in 1993 and continuing until at least the time the
victim turned 18. The victim has three children with Gibson, the

oldest being 10 years old. The child would
have been conceived when the mother was
15 years old.

The relationship was discovered when a
Licking County Child Support Enforcement
Agency worker did some math and realized
the victim would have been under the age of
legal consent when the child was conceived.

Shamansky said in court during Gibson’s
change of plea hearing that Gibson disputed
all claims of sexual conduct taking place
before the victim turned 16.
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During Monday’s sentencing, Gibson declined to offer a statement.
Gibson had two full rows of supporters in court, including his
parents and grandmother. The victim, who was in the courtroom,
also declined to speak.

Licking County Common Pleas Court Judge David Branstool
ordered Gibson to a two-year prison term on the first sexual battery
count, two and a half years on the second count, to be served
consecutively. Branstool ordered a reserved prison term of five
years on the other two counts, meaning that if Gibson violates his
community control or post-release control, he will serve that time in
prison as well.

Branstool ordered Gibson to pay all court costs and fees, but
imposed no fine. Gibson will be classified as a sexually oriented
offender and will have to register his address with the sheriff once
per year for 10 years.

The maximum penalty Gibson could have faced was 20 years in
prison and a fine of up to $40,000.

Oswalt said in court that one of the key reasons the victim agreed
to the terms of the deal was that she would not have to testify,
though she was willing to.

“I’m happy for the victim that she found the strength, after so many
years of abuse, to come forward and be patient with the system
that isn’t always fast or even understandable to people who don’t
have to deal with it regularly,” Oswalt said. “I’m glad she got some
vindication.”

Gibson was taken into custody in the courtroom by Licking County
Sheriff’s Office deputies. He will begin serving his sentence
immediately with five days of jail credit.
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