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Former Isle of Wight deputy gets
prison time for child porn charges
Former Deputy Matt Lyons apologized for "disgracing" the Sheriff's
Office

November 28, 2012 | By Allison T. Williams, atwilliams@dailypress.com | 757-247-4535

ISLE OF WIGHT - A former Isle of Wight Sheriff's Office deputy who used a department computer to view and email
images of child pornography in August 2011 will spend 26 months in prison.

Late Wednesday, Isle of Wight Circuit Court Judge W.R. Savage III sentenced Matthew A. Lyons, 22, of Smithfield to 10
years each for three convictions of reproducing child pornography. Savage suspended all but 26 months and ordered
that Lyons be placed on indefinite supervised probation upon his release. Lyons will also have to participate in a sexual
offender rehabilitation program and can't be alone with any child, including his 2-year-old daughter, after his
incarceration. Savage also prohibited Lyons from using the Internet unless approved by his probation officer.
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Former Sheriff Charlie Phelps fired Lyons in September 2011 and called for a state police investigation after fellow
deputies reported seeing an email where Lyons had requested "explicit naked images" of 12-, 14- and 16-year-old girls
and images of minors engaged in sexual acts, according to court records. Lyons had left his personal Yahoo account
open on the office computer.

Wearing a red jailhouse jumpsuit, a tearful Lyons apologized for "bringing disgrace to the job that meant the most to me"
and appealed to Savage for leniency.

"I realize I have a major addiction to adult pornography," Lyons said.

A court-ordered psychosexual evaluation showed that Lyons has looked at adult pornography regularly since he was 14,
said Commonwealth's Attorney Wayne Farmer. While the test shows that Lyons' attraction to child pornography was
caught early, it is still indicative of a problem. Studies show that the next step would likely have been acting on it, Farmer
said.

"We can't pretend this was a youthful, one-time indiscretion," said Farmer. "He did this after taking an oath to uphold the
law. While performing his duties, he was committing felony after felony."
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Lyons' father, mother and stepmother asked for leniency, saying they believe their son needs counseling – not more
incarceration – to deal with his addiction. They described Lyons as a quiet man, a good father and active community
volunteer years of service to the Smithfield Volunteer Fire Department and Isle of Wight Volunteer Rescue Squad.
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