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Former LaFollette officer added to state's most
wanted list
By Jim Balloch

Thursday, July 19, 2012

A former Easter Tennessee police officer, accused of enticing a teenage girl he never
met in person to send sexually oriented pictures of herself to him over the Internet,
remained at large Thursday night.

At least three law enforcement agencies are searching for former LaFollette Police
Department officer Michael Shane Baker, 39, who faces 22 counts each especially
aggravated sexual exploitation of a minor, and 22 counts of soliciting a minor for the
purpose of sexual exploitation.

The Tennessee Bureau of Investigation said Thursday it had added Baker to its 10
Most Wanted list. Lafollette police and the Claiborne County Sheriff's Office are also
searching for him. It is believed he has been living in the New Tazewell area.

The offenses he is charged with occurred between August and December of last year,
authorities said. The girl, who turned 14 during that period, lives in Georgia.

"To our knowledge, and based on information in the case files, they never met in
person," Assistant District Attorney General Leif Jeffers said.

Baker, 39, was hired by the LaFollette Police Department in May 2010. He was
suspended without pay on April 12 of this year, when it was learned he was under
investigation. He was fired June 10, and on July 11 he was indicted.

Descriptions of the offenses contained in the indictment include promoting or using a
minor "engaging in sexual activity" or "engaging in simulated sexual activity that is
patently offensive."

The acts are not specified. Assistant District Attorney General Scarlett Ellis, assigned
as lead prosecutor, was not available for comment.

Jeffers said Baker had initiated contact with the victim on the Internet. They exchanged
messages, and eventually, at Baker's request, the victim transmitted photographs of
herself in "inappropriate poses of a sexual nature" to him via the Internet, he said.



7/20/12 9:40 AMFormer LaFollette officer added to state's most wanted list : Knoxville News Sentinel

Page 2 of 2http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2012/jul/19/former-lafollette-officer-added-to-states-most/?print=1

Jeffers, who had dealings in court with Baker when he was an officer in court, said
"from what we saw in court, there was no indication of issues with him."

According to a release from the LaFollette police, the allegations against Baker arose
when the Georgia Bureau of Investigation contacted the department several months
ago about inappropriate Internet contact and text messages between Baker and a
minor.

District Attorney General Paul Phillips immediately contacted the Knoxville Police
Department, which has the regional Internet Crimes Against Children unit.

When arrested, Baker will be held in lieu of $100,000 bond. Jeffers said Baker's
arraignment date will be July 30, if he is arrested before that date.
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