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A former Royal Oak Police officer was charged with 20 counts for the alleged possession and distribution of child pornography, the state Attorney
General's office announced today.

From September 2011 through January 2012, it is alleged that then-Royal Oak Police Officer Michael Smith, 41, of Holly, downloaded and possessed
child pornography on his personal home computer. Smith allegedly distributed some pornographic images to other users through a public Internet file-
sharing network, according to a news release from Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette.

Smith’s bond was set at $50,000, 10 percent allowed, during arraignment Thursday afternoon in front of 52-2 District Judge Kelly Costin, the Oakland
Press reported. He was expected to post bond later Thursday. A pre-exam conference is scheduled for May 18.

Police Chief Corrigan O’Donohue said he was notified in January by the Flint Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force with a request for information
about Smith and to assist with a search warrant.

“I was present when they executed the warrant” on Jan. 25, O’Donohue said.

Smith resigned from the Royal Oak Police Department in January after being confronted, according to O'Donohue.

When images were found on Smith’s computer, the chief said he informed Smith that he would “move for termination.”

“He immediately resigned,” O’Donohue said, adding “All the activity was done in his home. Nothing occurred while he was working.”

The charges result from an investigation by the Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force. The Michigan ICAC Task Force is part of a nationwide
partnership of law enforcement agencies with the mission of protecting children online and holding offenders accountable. This particular case involved
the Department of Attorney General, the Michigan State Police and members of the Flint area ICAC task force, the AG release stated.

UPDATE: Ex-Royal Oak Police Officer Faces Child
Porn Charges
'It took us all by surprise,' chief says. Michael Smith is expected to be arraigned this afternoon on
20 counts resulting from a state task force investigation, Michigan Attorney General's Office says.

Related Topics: Michael Smith, Royal Oak Police, and may 7

Do you know Michael Smith? Tell us in the comments.

Recommend 33

 

Home News Events Directory Commute Pics & Clips Elections More Stuff

Editor Judy Davids judy.davids@patch.com

79°

  Patch Newsletter   Join  Sign InLike 2.2k Nearby

http://royaloak.patch.com/search/articles?cat=1998198826
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Froyaloak.patch.com%2Farticles%2Froyal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges&source=tweetbutton&text=UPDATE%3A%20Ex-Royal%20Oak%20Police%20Officer%20Faces%20Child%20Porn%20Charges%20-%20Royal%20Oak%2C%20MI%20Patch&url=http%3A%2F%2Froyaloak.patch.com%2Farticles%2Froyal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Froyaloak.patch.com%2Farticles%2Froyal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges
javascript:void(0);
http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges#
http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges#comments_list
http://royaloak.patch.com/users/judy-davids
http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges#
http://www.theoaklandpress.com/articles/2012/05/10/news/local_news/doc4fabfb97f2b2b425439934.txt
http://royaloak.patch.com/listings/royal-oak-police-department
http://royaloak.patch.com/topics/Michael+Smith
http://royaloak.patch.com/topics/Royal+Oak+Police
http://royaloak.patch.com/topics/may+7
http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges#comments_list
http://royaloak.patch.com/
http://royaloak.patch.com/news
http://royaloak.patch.com/events
http://royaloak.patch.com/directory
http://royaloak.patch.com/commute
http://royaloak.patch.com/pics
http://royaloak.patch.com/topics/elections-2012
http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges#
http://royaloak.patch.com/users/judy-davids
http://royaloak.patch.com/users/judy-davids
mailto:judy.davids@patch.com
http://royaloak.patch.com/
http://twitter.com/RoyalOakPatch
http://royaloak.patch.com/newsletters
http://royaloak.patch.com/join?return_to=%2Farticles%2Froyal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges
http://royaloak.patch.com/signin?return_to=%2Farticles%2Froyal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges
http://www.patch.com/


8/28/12 12:21 PMUPDATE: Ex-Royal Oak Police Officer Faces Child Porn Charges - Royal Oak, MI Patch

Page 2 of 4http://royaloak.patch.com/articles/royal-oak-police-officer-faces-child-porn-charges

TweetTweet 3 Email Print

"Child pornography victimizes our kids over and over again, and Michigan will not be a haven for this terrible corruption of innocent children," Schuette
said.

The images on Smith's computer were discovered through an online investigation by the Flint area ICAC task force, which utilizes sophisticated
technology to identify alleged purveyors of child pornography in Michigan.

Smith faces 20 charges, including:

15 counts of possession of child sexually abusive materials, a felony punishable by up to four years in prison
two counts of distribution of child sexually abusive materials, a felony punishable by up to seven years in prison
three counts of using a computer to commit a crime, a felony punishable by up to seven years in prison based on the underlying felonies listed

above.

Smith was a patrol officer in Royal Oak for about 12 years, O’Donohue told the Oakland Press. He described Smith as a “marginal employee.”

“He was a guy who kind of flew under the radar,” the police chief said.

Smith’s alleged behavior is not tolerated in the police department, O’Donohue said. “It took us all by surprise,” he said.

O’Donohue called today a bad day for law enforcement, but stressed, “He is one individual. He is not the Royal Oak Police Department.”
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Flag as inappropriate

ReplyReply

Lisa
3:28 pm on Thursday, May 10, 2012

Ridiculous that the 15 counts of possession of child sexually abusive materials is a felony punishable by only up to four years in prison when three
counts of using a computer to commit a crime is a felony punishable by up to seven years in prison. He needs to be fired immediately, if he hasn't
already, and be put in jail/prison with the general population.

Flag as inappropriate

ReplyReply

Pasternak
3:49 pm on Thursday, May 10, 2012

The phrases "Ex-Royal Oak Police Officer" and "former Royal Oak Police Officer" indicate that he is not with the dept. anymore. As for prison,
perhaps he can get a trial first.

Flag as inappropriate

ReplyReply

Beth Reeber Valone
4:22 pm on Thursday, May 10, 2012

We updated the story to indicate the officer resigned in January.

Flag as inappropriateRonald Wolf
10:45 pm on Thursday, May 10, 2012

We have excellent police in Royal Oak, unfortunately the very few bad apples get the benefit of the doubt that police seem to enjoy.( Extreme
examples written of in"The Thin Blue Line", and "Serpico"). 
I found that when I was assaulted by a retired Highland Park Detective in my building and received four stitches, he received only a ticket that
resulted in a three hundred dollar fine and an "anger course" all thanks in my opinion to the subjective remarks in the police report by a responding
RO officer after interviewing building residents who did not witness the video recorded incident. 
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