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Officials: 3 Irwindale police officers subjects of criminal
investigations
By Brian Day, Staff Writer sgvtribune.com

IRWINDALE - A former Irwindale police sergeant and two current officers are the subjects of
criminal investigations - two for alleged sexual improprieties and one for the alleged theft of
hundreds of thousands of dollars, officials confirmed Thursday.

Irwindale Police Chief Dennis Smith, who has 17 officers on his staff, declined to name the
officers or discuss the nature of the allegations against them, adding that he was prohibited by
law from discussing "personnel matters."

One officer is accused of the sexual assault of a woman during a traffic stop in October, officials
said.

"We had a citizen make an allegation of improprieties by one of our officers," Smith said.

A source close to the investigation said the woman claimed she was assaulted by Sgt. David
Fraijo. Attempts to contact Fraijo and his attorney were unsuccessful.

"We took this matter very seriously," Smith said. "As soon as the allegation was brought to our
attention, the employee of concern was placed on administrative leave and we immediately
launched an administrative investigation.

"We've concluded that investigation. The person is no longer with this agency," he said. But
Smith and other officials declined to reveal the findings of the internal probe or say whether the
sergeant was terminated, again citing privacy laws.

In addition to the internal investigation, Irwindale police requested an investigation by the Los
Angeles County Sheriff's Department, Smith said.

Sheriff's spokesman Steve Whitmore confirmed the officer was being looked into by the
department's Internal Criminal Investigations Bureau, but added that the bureau does not
comment on ongoing investigations.

Irwindale City Manager John Davidson said the city was notified that the involved officer was no
longer working for the department on Feb. 12, but he and other officials would not say whether
Fraijo had been terminated or resigned, citing privacy laws. Davidson also declined to provide
details of the allegation.

And Fraijo is not the only police officer under investigation.

The Azusa Police Department, as well as the Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office, are
investigating Officer Dennis Alva on suspicion of stealing a large sum of money from a family
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member in Azusa, officials said. The allegation was made in late December.

"A family member of Dennis Alva reported that Dennis allegedly took a large amount of cash from
a family member," Azusa police Lt. Steve Hunt said in a written statement.

"Reportedly, the theft took place over an extended period of time," Hunt said. "The Azusa Police
Department investigated the allegations and forwarded the facts of the case to the Los Angeles
County District Attorney's Office, Justice System Integrity Division."

The investigation continues, Hunt said, and Alva has not been arrested or charged with a crime.
Alva is off duty on medical leave, according to a source.

Los Angeles County District Attorney's Office spokeswoman Jane Robison confirmed the office's
Justice System Integrity Division is investigating Alva, but said the D.A.'s office had no further
comment.

Alva's father, Jess Alva, declined to comment. Attempts to contact Alva were unsuccessful.

Additionally, according to the source, Irwindale police Officer Daniel Camerano has been placed
on paid administrative leave amid accusations that he had inappropriate relationships with
Explorer Scouts. Attempts to contact Camerano were unsuccessful.

Chief Smith said he was again limited by law in the information he could disclose, and he
declined to discuss the specific allegations or confirm the name of the involved officer.

"We received a citizen complaint of inappropriate conduct by one of our officers," Smith said.
"That officer was placed on administrative leave."

Irwindale police launched an internal investigation, and also requested one by the Los Angeles
County Sheriff's Department, Smith said.

The Justice System Integrity Division has not opened investigations into Alva or Camerano,
Robison said.
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