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Former Hemingford chief charged with sexual
assault
By MAUNETTE LOEKS New Media Editor | Posted: Wednesday, February 6, 2013 12:06 pm

A former western Nebraska police chief has been arrested on charges of sexual assault.

Mark A. Lindburg, 52, has been charged with first-degree sexual assault, a Class II felony, and child

abuse, a Class IIIA felony.

Charges were filed on Monday and Lindburg was subsequently arrested after a warrant was issued.

According to the complaint in the case, Lindburg is accused of sexually-assaulting a then-15-year-old girl

between January 1, 2010, and August 27, 2010.

On the child abuse charge, Lindburg is accused of “knowingly, intentionally or causing” the girl to be

placed in a situation that endangered her mental or physical health, placing her in a situation to be

sexually-exploited by allowing, encouraging, forcing the child to engage in debauchery, public indecency

or obscene or pornographic photography, film or depictions, or placing the child in a situation to be

sexually-abused.

The alleged abuse would have occurred during Lindburg’s tenure as the Hemingford Police Chief.

Lindburg served as police chief from November 2006 until he resigned in November 2011. At the time of

Lindburg’s resignation, no reason was stated by Lindburg or city officials.

Prior to serving as police chief, Lindburg worked for seven years for the Box Butte County Sheriff's

Department. He ran unsuccessfully for sheriff, challenging Box Butte County Sheriff Tammy Mowry, in

November 2006. Lindburg had also lead the opening of a youth center in Hemingford in 2008 and

received recognition as a new business from the Hemingford Chamber of Commerce in March 2009. The

center, called The Cat Shack, remains open.

Court records do not list an address for Lindburg, but he had been listed as living in Hemingford during

divorce proceedings in 2012.

John Freudenberg, a deputy with the Nebraska Attorney General’s Office, has been appointed as a deputy

for Box Butte County Attorney’s Office to prosecute the case. Shannon Kingery, of the Nebraska

Attorney General’s Office, said Lindburg is being held in the Scotts Bluff County Detention Center.

Lindburg has been scheduled to be arraigned Thursday, 1 p.m., in Box Butte County Court.


