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Former city police Sgt. Ryan T. Reese, 42, of Connellsville is charged
Wednesday with accepting sexual favors from a teenage girl in return for
not filing criminal charges.
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A senior district judge said a teenage girl's account of her sexual
encounters with a former Connellsville police officer were more akin to
infatuation than to a crime.

Judge Joseph Cannoni ordered former Sgt. Ryan Reese held for trial on
felony charges of involuntary deviate sexual intercourse and corruption

of minors after a preliminary hearing on Friday.

But the judge dismissed five other charges: unlawful contact with a minor and criminal use of a
communication facility, both felonies; and official oppression and two counts of indecent assault,
all misdemeanors.

Reese, 42, was indicted by a statewide grand jury in April for allegedly trading sex with a 15-year-
old girl in Connellsville for his promise not to prosecute her and her boyfriend on drug and
weapons charges.

Cannoni of Somerset County said the victim's testimony pointed to “two separate parts” to the
case.

“There was the first part, where the allegations of the commonwealth hold some water,” Cannoni
said. “The second part, it almost turned into an infatuation, it seemed to me.”

Reese did not testify during the nearly two-hour hearing in Fayette County's Central Court in
Uniontown. He and his attorney, Melinda Dellarose of Uniontown, left without commenting.

The Attorney General's office is mulling whether to refile the dismissed charges, according to
spokesman Jeffrey A. Johnson.

“At this point, we are considering our options,” said Johnson.
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The victim, now 17, testified she was 15 when Reese and other officers raided her home in
October 2013 and found marijuana, a gun and drug paraphernalia. Her boyfriend, then 19, faced
drug and gun charges, she testified, while she was cited in juvenile court for the paraphernalia.

The Tribune-Review does not identify victims of sexual assault.

The girl testified she became a confidential informant for Reese when she turned 16 to “work off
the charges.” The charges were to be dropped, she testified, if she and her boyfriend set up three
undercover drug transactions.

She testified she set up the first drug buy in a supermarket parking lot. Afterward, she testified,
Reese told her “there were other ways” she could work off the charges.

“At first, I didn't know what he meant,” the girl testified. “And then it finally clicked.”

The girl testified she set up a second drug buy in the parking lot of a fast-food restaurant. When
Reese gave her a ride home afterward in his patrol car, he asked her for oral sex, she testified.

She complied as the two drove to Mt. Pleasant, where she was staying at the time, because she
believed he would drop her charges, she testified.

“I gave it because I thought it meant everything, all charges, would be dropped,” the teen
testified.

When pressed by Dellarose, the girl testified Reese never specifically promised to drop her
paraphernalia charge.

“He did say that all charges would be dropped,” the victim testified. “He didn't say mine
specifically. When he said all charges, I assumed mine, too.”

The girl testified she performed oral sex on Reese on another occasion in his Chevrolet Camaro.

The encounters escalated to sexual intercourse in the spring of 2014, she testified. She met him
after work one night, she testified, and the two had sex in his sport utility vehicle.

State police Cpl. James Aughinbaugh testified the teen told police about the alleged sexual
encounters with Reese when she was being questioned in connection with a theft case. He
testified he and six other troopers conducted surveillance on Reese, including the night the teen
contends the pair had sex in the SUV.

Aughinbaugh testified none of the officers witnessed the sex act, but they followed Reese
afterward and recovered a white T-shirt for DNA testing when he discarded it in a trash can.
According to Aughinbaugh, Reese admitted to the grand jury that he had sex with the teen in his
SUV that night.
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Aughinbaugh testified cellphone records show 553 text messages and calls were sent between
the pair's phones between October 2013 and July 2014. He could not say if the calls and texts
were between Reese and the girl or her boyfriend, who the girl testified used her phone to
communicate with Reese.

None of the text messages were recovered, Aughinbaugh testified, but at least 12 phone calls
were recorded. The content of the calls was not revealed during the hearing.

Cannoni was assigned to hear the case when the prosecutor, Deputy Attorney General Patrick
Schulte, asked that Fayette's district judges be recused because of their frequent contact with
Reese as a police officer.

Reese, who resigned from the force in December, is free on $10,000 bond.

Liz Zemba is a staff writer for Trib Total Media. She can be reached at 412-601-2166 or
lzemba@tribweb.com.
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