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2016 Cop Pedophile Steve Peek

INDIAN RIVER COUNTY — A former Sheriff's deputy was charged Thursday with battery after
being accused of having molested a teenage girl, according to an arrest affidavit.

Steve Peek, 46, was charged with two counts of lewd and lascivious battery on a child between
12 and 16 years old. He was being held at the Indian River County Jail in lieu of $300,000 bail.

An investigation began Sept. 13 when Peek reported to his supervisors at the Indian River
County Sheriff's Office that the allegations had been made. The 20-year-old woman interviewed
by detectives said the sexual contact happened when she was between 14 and 17 years old.

The Sheriff's Office fired Peek on Oct. 28.

Peek originally was hired by the Sheriff's Office in April 2008 and resigned in June 2014 to pursue
another career, Sheriff's spokesman Lt. Eric Flowers said. Early last summer, Peek was rehired
by the Sheriff's Office.

According to the affidavit, the woman accused Peek of fondling her when she stepped out the
shower. In other instances, she said he forced her to sit naked with him for several minutes at a
time.

Detectives in the case interviewed the woman's doctors, relatives and school friends. A therapist
said the woman has been in counseling about the sexual contact since February.

The Sheriff's Office also reviewed Peeks' private Facebook messages to the woman.

Detectives also gave the woman a lie-detector test at her request. Her test showed no signs of
deception when she was asked about her accusations against Peek, the Sheriff's Office said.

In his interviews, Peek denied the accusations, but detectives told him his statements had been
inconsistent.


