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Police Sgt. faces misdemeanor charges
Stories from Headlines Network news-star.com

2017 Cop Domestic Violence James D. Wood

A Shawnee police sergeant who is on administrative leave following a domestic disturbance with
his girlfriend earlier this month is now formally charged with two misdemeanor counts.

A Shawnee police sergeant who is on administrative leave following a domestic disturbance with
his girlfriend earlier this month is now formally charged with two misdemeanor counts.

James D. Wood, 38, is charged in Pottawatomie County District Court with domestic abuse
assault and battery and interference with an emergency telephone call.

He is accused, on or about Feb. 7, of committing a misdemeanor domestic assault against his
girlfriend by "shoving her with his hands with force and violence," charges allege, and then
interfering with her attempt to call 911.

The incident occurred outside of the city limits, with the Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office
investigating. An affidavit of probable cause filed in the case outlines alleged events that occurred
between Wood and his girlfriend, who is also listed as being a police officer.

On Monday, Shawnee Police Chief Mason Wilson issued a statement confirming that Wood was
placed on administrative leave and that the Shawnee Police Department is also conducting an
internal investigation, which will be a personnel issue.

"The Shawnee Police Department was notified by the Pottawatomie County Sheriff's Office of a
possible domestic disturbance involving a Shawnee police officer. The incident was outside the
jurisdiction of the Shawnee Police Department," Wilson noted, adding that the department is
cooperating with both the sheriff's office and the district attorney's office and "have complete
confidence in them."

According to the affidavit, which was filed Friday with the charges, the two officers involved have
had domestic violence issues in the past.

Wood was arrested on the arrest warrant and is now out of jail after posting a $3,000 bond, jail
records show.

Wood's attorney, Robert "Bobby Don" Gifford, issued a statement Monday on his client's behalf.

"James will address these accusations with dignity," Gifford said. "We are confident the truth will
be told as the legal process continues."

Gifford said the prosecution always has the first opportunity to get their side of the story out with
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the filing of charges.

"While we must respond, the true narrative of the story is yet to be told," Gifford added.

The arrest warrant filed with the charges shows this investigation began about 12:51 a.m. when a
deputy first responded to the area of Harrison and Westech Roads after an off-duty female officer
asked for assistance there. The deputy arrived to find several Shawnee officers who had assisted
the woman in putting a spare tire on her car after a tire had been punctured by a knife during an
alleged altercation with Wood, the filing reads.

The woman told the deputy about issues she had with her boyfriend and that he had been upset
with her all day at work before she went home sick and attempted to get some sleep. When he
arrived home the two became involved in an argument over who she was allegedly talking to,
with her letting him look at her phone and Wood allegedly refusing to give her phone back, the
warrant reads.

The affidavit indicates Wood threatened to damage the woman's car and retrieved a knife from
the garage, with the altercation continuing outside.

She reportedly tried to block Wood from slashing the tire, but after the tire was cut, she went
inside the home and woke up Wood's daughter to use her phone to call 911 for help, the affidavit
reads, but Wood allegedly grabbed the phone and stopped that call.

Since Wood allegedly wouldn't let her leave and had damaged her car, the woman said she
grabbed a spare key to her patrol vehicle and retrieved her patrol laptop to send a message to
dispatchers and asking them to send officers to meet her because she didn't know what else to
do, the warrant shows.

While she was distraught and scared, the warrant reads, the woman told the deputy she didn't
have any injuries and advised she did not want to pursue any charges against Wood. The deputy
tried to reach Wood through text messages, but the affidavit shows Wood advised he didn't want
to talk with the deputy.

Deputies continued their investigation into the case with domestic violence protocols. The report
was turned over to the district attorney's office and resulted in the charges being filed Friday,
along with the arrest warrant.

Gifford said he and attorney David McKenzie are representing Wood in this case.

Wood appeared in court Monday but his next court date on the misdemeanor counts has not yet
been scheduled.

President Donald Trump on Saturday accused former President Barack Obama of having Trump
Tower telephone lines "wire tapped" during last year's election, but Trump didn't offer any
evidence or say what prompted the allegation.
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Congressman Steve Russell invited area residents to take part in a town hall, where a full crowd
participated in a sometimes heated debate.

Shawnee Mall can now officially add Victoria's Secret to its list of offerings — at 9 a.m. Friday the
store opened its doors to customers.

Some of the top costumes from Pleasant Grove School's celebration of Dr. Seuss' birthday event
at the school. From left: Kynlee Stephens, Divyon Stargell, Allandria Sadongei and Cole Conway.

A grass fire Friday afternoon along Interstate 40 near SH 102 shut down the busy interstate for
just over three hours. The Oklahoma Highway Patrol reports the roadway is back open. It was
shut down from about 1:34 p.m. to 4:54 p.m.

A Pottawatomie County man died Friday when a wildfire broke out while he was brush hogging a
pasture, deputies said. Pottawatomie County Undersheriff Travis Palmer said a neighbor saw
smoke and reported the fire in the 18000 block of South Rock Creek Road. Johnny Watson, 80,
was pronounced dead at that scene, Palmer said, calling the incident a "tragic accident." Watson
was reportedly brush hogging his field when a fire broke out in the pasture, Palmer said. Deputies
believe Watson tried to stomp out that fire and his clothing caught fire...

Riley Logsdon of the Tecumseh 4-H program shows his first place winning pig Thursday. Check
out more photos and videos from the show online at www.news-star.com and watch for the full
results soon.

One boy from Togo and another in Cameroon both followed their families to America in search of
work in the medical industry.


