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MESA, Ariz. - Christopher Wright, the man accused of killing two people in Mesa on Tuesday,
was a former Phoenix police officer who had previously been arrested on a drug charge,
according to sources.

Sgt. Trent Crump of the Phoenix Police Department told 12 News, "He was employed by us from
July 16, 2007 until he resigned in April of 2009. He said his resignation was for personal reasons,
however he was being investigated at the time" by another police department.

Additionally, Maricopa County Superior Court records show Wright "successfully completed the
requirement of the Maricopa County Attorney/TASC Drug Diversion Program ... " after being
charged with a marijuana violation.

In court paperwork released on Wednesday, Wright told police the victims "deserved to die and
he would do it all again."

The shooting happened Tuesday morning near Loop 202 and McKellips Road.

According to court paperwork, Wright accused his wife of cheating and admitted to trying to crash
his car in an attempt to kill her.

After the crash, Wright's wife ran toward a truck that had stopped nearby.

Tomas Olivas Ornelas  

Wright then shot his wife and the
driver of the truck, Tomas
Olivas Ornelas, 50. Ornelas was
going to work at a construction
site nearby when he stopped
near the crash.

Mesa police said the Wrights did
not know Ornelas.

Ornelas' family spoke with 12
News at their home in Phoenix.

His wife is still too emotional to speak about losing her husband. 12 News spoke with his
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daughters, one of his grandchildren, his cousin and his son-in-law.

Olivas’ family invited us in to their home, where they showed us pictures of him in their living
room. Alongside those pictures are bouquets of flowers and candles lit in remembrance of him.

”It’s very sad,” said Juan Cervantes, Olivas’ son-in-law. “He’s a loving guy. He would always
make the whole family laugh.”

Cervantes said they are still trying to process all of this, in complete disbelief.

“He’s a cancer survivor ... he’s a fighter. He was a fighter, always," he said. "I’m grateful that I
was part of his life."

A GoFundMe account has been set up to help the Olivas family pay for memorial expenses.

Wright remains in custody and police say he is cooperating with the investigation. However, court
documents show he made statements that he would kill anyone that got in his way. That’s why
the State is opposed to an unsecured release. The documents also show he is a danger to the
community. 

Court documents state Wright described himself as being both verbally and physically abusive
against his wife on a regular basis. They also show they’ve been having domestic problems for
years. Wright stated he wanted to kill her on a previous occasion.

He also told police he "had been using cocaine for the past week and had limited sleep."

Wright is being held on a $2 million bond. He is due back in court next Tuesday.

https://www.gofundme.com/27fgyus

