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Miami-dade Officer Arrested On Charges
Of Child Pornography
Broward Deputies Say They Found Images On His Home
Computer.

November 08, 2003 | By Rafael A. Olmeda Staff Writer

A veteran Miami-Dade County police officer was arrested Friday at his home in North Lauderdale after
detectives found child pornography on his home computer.

Gandhi Lora, 51, joined the Miami-Dade Police Department in 1974 and was most recently assigned to
Miami-Dade International Airport. Police Detective Juan DelCastillo said Friday that Lora would be
suspended immediately without pay until the case is resolved.
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Investigators began looking at Lora after receiving a tip from the Clinton County Sheriff's Office in
Wilmington, Ohio. According to Broward Sheriff's Office spokesman Jim Leljedal, an Ohio detective
received pornographic material from Lora and reported it to America Online, Lora's Internet service
provider. The Ohio deputies then contacted the Broward Sheriff's Office, which opened the investigation
through the multiagency Law Enforcement Against Child Harm (LEACH) program.

"AOL and the other providers do cooperate with us," said Leljedal. "They understand what LEACH is all
about, and they are generally cooperative."

The Miami-Dade Police Department was included in the investigation.

Deputies arrived at Lora's home in the 1400 block of Southwest 83rd Avenue on Friday morning, handed
him a search warrant and checked his Dell computer, where they found 34 images of children involved in
explicit sexual situations, Leljedal said.

Lora was arrested and charged with 34 counts of possession of photographs of a sexual performance by
a child, a third-degree felony carrying a penalty of up to five years in prison. Bail was set at $340,000.
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The computer was confiscated, and Leljedal said charges would be added if more images were found.

Rafael Olmeda can be reached at rolmeda@sun-sentinel.com or 954-356-4207.
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