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Former Sheriff Answers To Kiddie Porn Charges
By By Liz Rocca (mailto:LizR@komotv.com) Published: Sep 10, 2003 at 11:05 PM PDT (2003-09-11T6:05:0Z) Last Updated:
Jul 29, 2009 at 12:30 PM PDT (2009-07-29T19:30:30Z)

PIERCE COUNTY - A former Pierce County Sheriff appeared in court Wednesday, answering to
charges of possession of child pornography.
Prosecutors say Mark French stored graphic sexual images of young children on his home computer.
Police say the most disturbing pictures show infants being raped.

French's family and friends looked on in the courtroom as he entered pleas of not guilty to seven
counts of possession child pornography.

Tacoma Police say when they searched French's houseboat last April they caught him viewing child
pornography websites at 7 am.

Investigators say the former Sheriff's home computer showed he accessed 180 child porn images in
just two days.

Once respected as a law enforcement officer, his attorney says French is now humiliated.

"He's understandably distressed that this has happened," said attorney Donald Winskill. " But I will say
this for him too, he is a strong individual and he has a lot of support in the community. His wife is with
him and she's supporting him."

French worked as a Pierce County Sheriff's Deputy for 30 years, and then served as Sheriff for four
years until he retired in 2000.

The pornography investigation began earlier this year when police in Texas tipped local authorities that
French's name was on a lost of people who had used their credit cards to access porn websites. Since
that time Pierce County detectives have also scoured computers French once used as a cop.

"We tracked down any and all computers that he may have had here and conducted a thorough
examination on them. We determined that there was no pornography or anything inappropriate on any
of those machines," said Pierce County Spokesman Ed Troyer.

Police tell KOMO 4 News they were only able to track two days of French's activity because it looks like
he was using special software to eliminate his internet tracks, and he had just cleaned out his computer
a couple of days before police arrived.

French's wife, Barbara, says she used the same home computer as her husband but she never viewed
any of these images.
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