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A West Valley police officer assigned to Hunter High School as a school resource officer was arrested in Layton after
investigators there say he arrived for a prearranged sexual rendezvous with someone he believed was a 15-year-old
boy.

By Geoff Liesik and Pat Reavy, Deseret News

> 28 comments

Douglas L. Paulsen, 41, has been charged in 2nd District Court with six counts of dealing in material harmful to a
minor, a third-degree felony, and one count of enticing a minor over the Internet, a class A misdemeanor.

A detective posing as a 15-year-old boy answered an online sex ad in early September that allegedly was posted by
Paulsen, said Layton Police Lt. Garrett Atkin. The detective and Paulsen allegedly began exchanging e-mails.

"During their conversations, the adult male sent the undercover detective pornographic images," Atkin said.

Atkin said Paulsen and the "boy" set up a meeting at the Layton Hills Mall with the understanding that they would
move to another location to engage in sex. When Paulsen arrived at the mall, he was taken into custody without
incident.

Atkin said he could not release additional details about the case, citing the ongoing nature of the investigation.

Paulsen has worked with the West Valley Police Department for several years. His most recent assignment was
working as the school resource officer for Hunter High School.

"Based on the allegation our officer is facing, we have placed him on paid administrative leave," said West Valley
Police Capt. Anita Schwemmer.

West Valley police had little to say about the investigation Wednesday, referring all questions to Layton police.
As for his duties at the high school, Schwemmer said her department did not believe any student there was victimized.

"He actually has been a school resource officer at Hunter High School for several years," she said. "We've never had
any complaints, rumors or information that has caused us any
concern or any unethical behavior on his part at the school.
We are interviewing individuals at the school to make sure

there was no inappropriate behavior there."

Ben Horsley, spokesman for the Granite District, also referred

questions about the case to the two police departments.

However, he noted, "We don't believe our students have
been impacted.”

Paulsen was released Wednesday from the Davis County Jail
following an initial court appearance.

e-mail: gliesik@desnews.com; preavy@desnews.com
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Powell vs Cox

The father and husband of
missing West Valley mother
Susan Cox Powell were
scheduled to meet in a
Washington courtroom this
afternoon for a showdown over
a restraining order.

Magna fights for future
These days, Steve Norcross
glimpses less and less of the
sun setting from his front lawn
in Magna, but tonight, he looks
up and sees the clouds are
turning peach and gray, with a
slightly brown haze on the
horizon.
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New playground

It's the first day of school for
thousands of children across
the state. For students at Jean
Massieu School of the Deaf
and Blind at 1655 E. 3300
South, the first day of school
was filled with a little extra
excitement as they got to play
on a brand new playground.
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The lighter side of the News
Follow @SwenTeresed on Twitte
for a quirky take on the Deseret
News.

Utah Legislature 2011
Coverage of the General Sessior
of the 59th Legislature, Jan. 24-
March 10.
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