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Former Capitol Police Officer Pleads Guilty To Distributing Child Porn

ALEXANDRIA, Va. - Dennis Craig Bell, 55, of Woodbridge, Va., pled guilty today to distributing child
pornography. 

            Neil H. MacBride, United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia; Shawn Henry,
Assistant Director in Charge of the FBI’s Washington Field Office; and Chief Douglas W. Keen of the
Manassas City Police Department, made the announcement after the plea was accepted by United States
District Judge James C. Cacheris. Bell faces a minimum of five years and a maximum penalty of 20 years
in prison when he is sentenced on Oct. 22, 2010.

            According to court documents, Bell was identified by law enforcement in December 2009 using a
peer-to-peer network to distribute several files containing child pornography. When approached by law
enforcement in April 2010, Bell first claimed that, as a U.S. Capitol Police Officer, he had researched child
pornography terms at work and then at home to see how readily available the material was on the internet
but would delete them afterward.

            Further investigation revealed that Bell had saved child pornography in a file on his computer and a
thumb drive, and Bell admitted that he liked viewing children of all age ranges and had downloaded child
pornography at residences in Woodbridge and Fairfax, Va., as well as at work. A forensic review of his
computers found 165 videos and 103 still images of child pornography. Bell retired from the Capitol Police
after his arrest.

            This case was investigated by the Manassas City Police Department, FBI’s Washington Field Office
and the Northern Virginia/D.C. Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force.  Assistant United States
Attorney Jerry Smagala is prosecuting the case on behalf of the United States.

            A copy of this press release may be found on the website of the United States Attorney's Office for
the Eastern District of Virginia at http://www.usdoj.gov/usao/vae.  Related court documents and
information may be found on the website of the District Court for the Eastern District of Virginia at
http://www.vaed.uscourts.gov or on http://pacer.uspci.uscourts.gov.
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