
9/5/11 9:26 AMSuspended Officer Is Suspect In Criminal Case - News Story - WFTV Orlando

Page 1 of 6http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html

print
email
link

Share this:
twitter
facebook

more
comment[7]

Text Size:
AAA

Suspended Officer Is Suspect In Criminal
Case

Suspended Officer Is Suspect In Criminal Case

Posted: 5:00 pm EDT March 19, 2010Updated: 6:48 pm EDT March 19, 2010

ALTAMONTE SPRINGS, Fla. -- Altamonte Springs police suspended an officer, but they never
told WFTV why. Friday, WFTV obtained paperwork showing the officer is Clay Toomes and that
he is the target of a criminal investigation by another agency.
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he is the target of a criminal investigation by another agency.

Orlando police served a search warrant at his house Thursday at the same time police held a news
conference. Altamonte Springs police officer James "Clay" Toomes is off the job and a suspect in
a criminal case.

“I'm not at liberty to discuss any facets of the investigation. I will tell you it did involve off-duty
conduct,” Altamonte Springs Police Chief Robert Merchant said.

In a news conference Thursday, Merchant explained he put one of his officers on paid leave, but
wouldn't name the officer or give details of the investigation. Friday, WFTV obtained the
documents showing Toomes is that officer and that he's is a criminal suspect in a case by another
law enforcement agency.

“I thought that was crazy,” said Clarice Poter, who was next door Thursday when undercover
officers searched Toomes' Orange County home. “They took his computer, they took his truck. It
was the feds. Guess they were in undercover cars."

Friday, WFTV learned it was not the feds, but the Orange County Sheriff's Office confirmed it
was on standby while Orlando police served the warrant.

No one answered when WFTV tried to talk to Toomes Friday. He has been with the Altamonte
Springs Police Department since 1999. He's been suspended twice for failing to properly
investigate cases, the most recent time for 40 hours in 2008.

While no one will confirm why he's a suspect, it appears, this time, Toomes' troubles are much
more serious.

Toomes has not been arrested or charged. Orlando police would not confirm or deny he is a
suspect in one of their cases.

Copyright 2010 by wftv.com. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten or redistributed.
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Another Altamonte PD officer off of the beat means another mom in a mini van will get away with speeding to the
mall ten mile over the limit....darn.

Mar. 21, 2010 6:53pm EST | from otown2

Another day another bad cop story here in Central Florida! Where do they recruit these guys from? Rikers Island
prison?

Mar. 20, 2010 11:57am EST | from Clayton

Another ASPD officer in trouble. Pretty soon they won't have a force.

Mar. 20, 2010 1:17am EST | from TBayLightningFan

Let's be like WFTV reports, since we don't know all the facts we will guess. I guess.....child porn on a computer.
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WFTV Channel 9

13,347 people like WFTV Channel 9.

Like

From Our News
Partners
Green Day's Armstrong Tossed From Flight
Turkish Hackers Deface UPS Homepage
Photos: Fantasy In The Air At Dragon*Con 2011
Report: Kurt Angle Arrested For DUI In Virginia
Raw Video Of Central Texas Fires
Cops: Family Tied Up, Mouths Duct-Taped In
Home Invasion
Burning Man Crowd Exceeds Limit Set By
Authorities
Woman's Dream House Is Made Of Mud
Uncle Charged In Shooting Death Of 6-Year-Old
Sonar Search For Missing Boat Ends Empty-
Handed

Strange News Photos
From brilliant to bizarre, our 99-
photo slideshow captures a variety
of strange news. Photos are added
often.  Take A Look!

Most Popular on WFTV.com

Stories
Videos
Slideshows

Cops: Family Tied Up, Duct Taped In Home
Invasion
Woman, Child Injured When Van Crashes Into
Gas Pump
FHP: Man Lying In Roadway Run Over, Killed
Cops: Homeowners Find Shooting Victim In
Yard
Woman Accidentally Shot By Boss At Store
Full List »

Celebrity Spotlight
Frugal Celebrities Pinch Their Pennies

Frugal isn't a word often used to
describe Hollywood, but some
celebrities can stretch a dollar.
According to WalletPop.com, here

are five who are budget conscious.
View Images ››

Something Extra

javascript:void(0);
javascript:refreshCommentsWithPage(0);
javascript:refreshCommentsWithPage(1);
javascript:refreshCommentsWithPage(1);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
http://www.wftv.com/print/22891581/detail.html
http://cf.wftv.com/orlc/sh/toafriend/index.cfm?page=http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/storylink/22891581/detail.html?page=http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html
http://twitter.com/home?status=Suspended%20Officer%20Is%20Suspect%20In%20Criminal%20Case%20http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html&src=sc&pos=top&from_posted=1
http://www.addthis.com/bookmark.php?v=250&username=cmgdigital
http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html#COMMENTTOP
http://www.wftv.com/station/1914524/detail.html
http://my.wftv.com/service/displayKickPlace.kickAction?st=&tid=&u=13139490&as=6696&b=
http://my.wftv.com/service/displayKickPlace.kickAction?st=&tid=&u=8827689&as=6696&b=
http://my.wftv.com/service/displayKickPlace.kickAction?st=&tid=&u=8341508&as=6696&b=
javascript:popUp('http://www.wftv.com/slideshow/news/2691965/detail.html','width=1024,height=820,top=0,left=0,scrollbars');
javascript:popUp('/slideshow/entertainment/25688006/detail.html','width=1024,height=820,top=0,left=0,scrollbars');
http://www.facebook.com/mike.watson3
http://www.facebook.com/divamagazineinc.ann
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100000590794338
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1103152779
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=577969499
http://www.facebook.com/carmen.velez2
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1436705555
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1457162272
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002484672096
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100002231079729
http://www.facebook.com/wftv
http://www.connect.facebook.com/
http://www.ktvu.com/news/29065444/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.ajc.com/news/turkish-hackers-hit-ups-1158204.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://projects.accessatlanta.com/gallery/view/entertainment/dragoncon-090311/?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.wpxi.com/news/29079787/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.statesman.com/video/statesman-video-player-228709.html?bctid=1143477163001?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.wftv.com/news/29079471/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.ktvu.com/news/29079304/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.statesman.com/news/local/womans-dream-house-is-made-of-mud-1820160.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.wsbtv.com/news/29078525/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
http://www.ktvu.com/news/29080594/detail.html?cxntlid=cmg_cntnt_rss
javascript:popUp('/slideshow/news/2691965/detail.html','width=1024,height=820,top=0,left=0,scrollbars');
http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html#tabbox-17747117-17747119
http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html#tabbox-17747117-17747120
http://www.wftv.com/news/22891581/detail.html#tabbox-17747117-17747118
http://www.wftv.com/news/29079471/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/news/29081436/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/news/29082503/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/news/29081577/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/news/29082932/detail.html
http://www.wftv.com/mostpopular/
javascript:popUp('/slideshow/entertainment/25688006/detail.html','width=1024,height=820,top=0,left=0,scrollbars');
javascript:popUp('/slideshow/entertainment/25688006/detail.html','width=1024,height=820,top=0,left=0,scrollbars');

