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Former Stearns County deputy sued in sex case
involving Boy Scouts program
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Three former members of a Boy Scouts unit at the Stearns County sheriff's office are suing a
former deputy, the county and the Boy Scouts of America, claiming that they were sexually
abused by the man -- and that officials knew he was a danger.

Two of those suing are related to the ex-deputy.

The three claim abuse at the hands of Phillip Meemken, 43, of St. Augusta, Minn., while
they were members of Explorer Post #250, sponsored by the Stearns County sheriff's office.

Meemken, who had been a sergeant in the department, had served as the post's adviser.

In April 2010, Stearns County prosecutors charged Meemken with 22 counts of criminal
sexual conduct, three counts of providing liquor to minors and a single count of child
endangerment. In a plea bargain last June, Meemken was convicted on two counts of
providing alcohol to minors and a single count of criminal sexual conduct.

It was an Alford plea, in which the defendant can maintain his innocence but concedes there
is sufficient evidence for a judge or jury to find him guilty. Meemken was placed on two

years' probation, was sent to jail for 171 days and was ordered to do community service.

"He's always adamantly denied this conduct. He did not admit it at the guilty plea," said
attorney Earl Gray, who represented Meemken in the criminal case. He said he had not
heard about the civil suit.

The suit, filed in U.S. District Court, names as defendants Meemken, the Boy Scouts of
America, the BSA's Central

Minnesota Council and Stearns County.

Michael Bryant, the Waite Park attorney who
filed the suit, claimed that county officials
suspected -- or should have -- that Meemken
was behaving inappropriately with members of
the Explorer post and that they took no action
to stop him until the criminal investigation
began.
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began.

"Clearly, there were indications of him being
left alone with these minors and there were
indications of bizarre things with alcohol and
other things happening," Bryant said. "There

were definite red flags that should've been identified. If the right people were there, none of
this abuse should've happened."

The Scouts and the county said they couldn't say anything because they had not yet seen the
complaint.

"I haven't seen any documents," said David Trehey, the scout executive for the Central
Minnesota Council, in Sartell. "I just cannot comment at this time."

George Rindelaub, the Stearns County administrator, said: "We have not received a copy of
the summons and complaint yet, so it would be difficult for me to characterize reaction until
we've actually seen and read it."

Exploring is a subsidiary of the Boy Scouts of America. Posts are usually tied to vocations,
including law enforcement, engineering, aviation and firefighting.

The Stearns County sheriff's office established Post #250 in 1979. It is for youth ages 15
through 21 and is aimed at teaching them what's involved in being a law enforcement

officer.

The suit claims that Meemken used "the authority and position of trust" as the post's
adviser to "groom" the three plaintiffs so he could victimize them. It alleges he committed
sexual acts and showed them "sex toys and porn movies."

The lawsuit alleges the sexual abuse of the two men, now ages 18 and 22, and the woman,
now 21, occurred at four residences, including Meemken's, between July 2008 and
September 2009.

The woman and the younger man are related to Meemken.

The suit alleges that Stearns County officials suspected Meemken of "inappropriate
activities" but did nothing to stop it. Bryant wrote that county officials "had a custom or
practice of ignoring signs and reports of misconduct, including clear rule and boundary
violations by its officers in the Explorer program."

It says the county officials "ignored reports, knowledge and signs of inappropriate activities"
between Meemken, other officers and Explorers.

The complaint claims county officials ignored reports or signs that Meemken provided
alcohol to minors and spent "inappropriate amounts of time alone with Explorers."

The suit accuses Meemken of sexual battery of a child and accuses him and Stearns County
of federal civil-rights violations. As part of the civil-rights claim, the plaintiffs say the county
failed to train employees to watch for and act on signs of possible sexual abuse.

"Grooming and sexual abuse of Explorers was ... a known danger inherent in Explorer
programs, and the right to bodily integrity and being free of sexual abuse by state actors was
a recognized constitutional right," Bryant wrote.

He said by failing to train its employees, the county "acted with deliberate indifference to a
known risk."

The lawsuit seeks $5 million in "noneconomic damages," $100,000 to cover counseling and
medical expenses, and $400,000 to cover "lost earning capacity."
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medical expenses, and $400,000 to cover "lost earning capacity."

David Hanners can be reached at 612-338-6516.
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