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Investigators: Paterson police officer arrested on
child pornography charges

BY MARLENE NAANES AND MICHELLE LEE
STAFF WRITERS
0 PRINT @ E-MAIL

PATERSON — Investigators arrested a five-year veteran city police officer on child pornography charges
Thursday, culminating a three-month investigation, the Passaic County Sheriff’s Department said.

Officer James R. Berthold, 39, of Paterson, was arrested at his ho a.m. The

patrolman was arrested on possession of child pornogray
Passaic County Sheriff Richard Berdnik said in a
statement.

"Possession and distribution of child pornography is a se
suspect is a sworn police officer makes this matter
even more alarming and disturbing."

The three-month investigation began late last year when
nine reports from the National Center for Missing and E»
from America Online concerning the distribution of appr

sheriff’s office said in a statement.

Officer James R. Berthold, 39, of Paterson, was

The prosecutor’s office forwarded its findings to the Pass _ ) o
arrested at his home without incident.

Force, which launched an investigation and found the
12 images were allegedly transmitted from Berthold’s
computer and e-mail address, the statement said.

Bill Maer, spokesman for the Passaic County Sheriff's Department, said Berthold was sent to the Passaic
County jail on a $75,000 bail set by Superior Court Judge Marilyn C. Clark. He was transferred to the
Bergen County jail Thursday evening because of the nature of his job, Maer said.

He said none of the criminal allegations against Berthold are work related and additional criminal
charges are pending.

Lt. Alex Popov, a Paterson police spokesman, said a department investigation is ongoing and Police Chief
James Wittig and the internal affairs division cooperated with the Passaic County Sheriff's Department.
Popov said Berthold is under suspension pending the outcome of the investigation.

The police department was surprised and shocked by the nature of the allegations against Berthold,
Popov said. He said Berthold was assigned to the patrol division and was a good employee as far as he
could tell.

The Passaic County Prosecutor’s Office and the Paterson Police Department Internal Affairs Division
assisted in the investigation. Berthold may face additional charges when the results of a forensic analysis
are finished, Berdnik said.

PBA President Detective Steve Olimpio did not know if Berthold had an attorney.

76.0°F

THE CROSSINGS

FPREMIUM
OUTLETS®

TANNERSVILLE, PA

OUTLETS®

CENTRAL VALLEY, NY -
Click Here for Exclusive Coupons

MORE DEALS >
% $10 for $20 toward Two (2) Dinner Entrees
w’ at Neil's Steak
B~

& Seafood in Wildwood Like

NorthJersey.com | Top Stories | Most Read

Christie, N.Y. Gov. Cuomo expected to back $1.50 Port
Authority toll hike

Former RU player Eric LeGrand visits Jets practice
[video]

Students help uncover centuries-old graves in Upper
Saddle River slave cemetery

NorthJersey.com | News

Englewood police chief listens to resident complaints at
public-housing complex

Christie signs legislation making forensic testing free for
sexual assault victims

NorthJersey.com on Facebook

http://www.northjersey.com/news/020311_Investigators_Paterson_police_officer_arrested_on_child_pornography_charges.html


http://ipost.northjersey.com/universal_registration/
http://ipost.northjersey.com/login.php?do=lostpw
http://www.northjersey.com/aboutus/mobile.html
http://ipost.northjersey.com/forum.php
https://secure2.northjersey.com/therecord/subscribe/
https://secure3.northjersey.com/webbase/a.do
http://marketplace.northjersey.com/
http://marketplace.northjersey.com/USA/Other/Public-notice-category
http://www.northjersey.com/garagesales/
http://jobs.northjersey.com/
http://cars.northjersey.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/realestate/
http://www.northjerseydeals.com/?utm_source=homepg&utm_medium=internal&utm_content=topright&utm_campaign=hdr
http://myweather.northjersey.com/hw3.php
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:void(0);
http://www.northjersey.com/breakingnews/
http://www.northjersey.com/towns/
http://www.legacy.com/obituaries/northjersey
http://www.northjersey.com/sports/
http://www.northjersey.com/news/health/
http://www.northjersey.com/realestate/
http://www.northjersey.com/arts_entertainment/
http://www.northjersey.com/food_dining/
http://www.northjersey.com/community/
http://calendar.northjersey.com/
http://www.northjersey.com/shopping/
http://www.northjersey.com/travel/
http://www.northjersey.com/news/020311_Investigators_Paterson_police_officer_arrested_on_child_pornography_charges.html#
http://www.northjersey.com/templates/traffic/

Investigators: Paterson police officer arrested on child pornography charges - NorthJersey.com 8/18/11 7:08 PM

“We’re concerned about the allegations and the arrest,” Olimpio said. “We hope they’re not true.
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