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Former Tyrone officer sentenced to 140 years in
prison for child sex crimes

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 - 11:45pm
Submitted by The Citizen

Jury convicted Matthew Anthony New of child
molestation, sexual exploitation of children

A former Tyrone police officer was convicted May
10 of taking semi-nude photographs of two
juveniles who he encouraged to “strip wrestle,”
prosecutors said.
Matthew Anthony New, 38, was found guilty of

38 different charges, most of which were related to
possession of child pornography.

New was sentenced to serve 140 years in prison,
followed by 10 years on probation, by Fayette
County Superior Court Judge Mack Crawford. He
declined to make a statement to the court
immediately prior to sentencing, and he did not
take the stand in his own defense, officials said.

New, who committed the crimes in Fayetteville, was
put on administrative leave in February 2010 when
Tyrone police were notified of the investigation; he
later resigned while under an internal investigation
of unrelated policy violations of matters including
the potential falsification of time sheets, police said.

When New walked into the courtroom Wednesday
morning, having been convicted of the cadre of
charges just hours before, he nodded and half-
smiled at his family and friends who appeared on
his behalf.

The strip wrestling incident occurred at New’s residence in Fayetteville, and police seized his computer so it could be
examined by forensic scientists at the Georgia Bureau of Investigation, officials said.

That review showed that New had a number of pornographic images depicting minors, said Fayette County Assistant
District Attorney Robert Smith.

It was not determined whether New had shared any of the images he photographed, but the GBI analysts found special
file deletion software on New’s computer, Smith noted.

The photographs which were shown at the six-day trial were graphic and disturbing, based on the accounts of several
courtroom observers.

Despite the pleas of his mother, grandmother and brother, Judge Crawford denied a request for an appeal bond, which
was opposed by the state. Crawford said he would consider the matter at a future hearing if such a request were to be
filed by New’s attorney, Tommy Ison.

Crawford sentenced New to consecutive 20 year prison terms on seven of the 38 counts, including six counts of sexual
exploitation of children and one count of child molestation.

All told, New was convicted of two counts of child molestation, one count of enticing a child for indecent purposes and 35
counts of the sexual exploitation of a minor.

Following the sentencing, Prosecutor Smith noted that New also attempted to videotape the “strip wrestling” incident that
he had encouraged between the two minors, but one of the victims prevented the recording.

The case was complex and was well-investigated by the Fayetteville Police Department, Smith said.
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The only difference between a criminal and a cop is the badge!
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Will Scott Ballard handle his appeal?
Given D.A. Ballard's history regarding child predators, I'm curious if he'll put in a good
word for New or advise his legal team on an appeals strategy.
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HAHAHAHA!
Yeah, Scotty will testify that this sleazebag is a "great guy, he just has a problem
with alcohol and women. Oh yeah, I guess children too. Still, I go to church with
him!!!"

The "I got to church with him" nonsense has now been used by both Ballard and
Lee Hearn and that tells you a lot about their total lack of "standards." What's worse
is that Ballard was re-elected after this episode where not only did he testify as a
character witness for someone lacking any character, but then got caught
completely lying about it by trying to claim he was subpenaed even though that was
proven to be totally false. FC, you get what you deserve.
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Keep in mind, many on this board
think the COPS can do no wrong. Look, most Cops are great folks, but like anything
else, there are bad apples.
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Let's see - 38 years old and faces...
a total of 140 years at hotel-do-right and then 10 years of probation. Goodbye!!
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a total of 140 years at hotel-do-right and then 10 years of probation. Goodbye!!

Caution - The Surgeon General has determined that constant blogging is an addiction that can cause a
sedentary life style.
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