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HARVEY, lll. (CBS) — A 25-year-old woman
whose rape kit went untested for 10 years sues
the city of Harvey.

As WBBM Newsradio’s Bob Roberts reports, the
woman says she wants closure, and says the
way to achieve that is to bring everything to the
forefront.

LISTEN: WBBM Newsradio’s Bob Roberts

reports

« »

“| feel that my case wasn’t handled properly,” she said during a
teleconference with attorneys on Tuesday. “I want my family to know
what’s going on. | also want the public to know what has happened to

»

me.

The now 25-year-old woman was 11 at the time of the 1997 rape and
is seeking unspecified damages in a seven-count suit that names
Robert Buchanan, a former Cook County corrections officer, and the
City of Harvey, a release from the Dinizulu Law Group said. Buchanan,
45, was charged last October with predatory criminal sexual assault.

The key to the case was a 2007 raid on the Harvey Police Department
conducted by the Cook County State’s Attorney’s office, the Cook

http://chicago.cbslocal.com/2012/02/07/rape-victim-sues-harvey-over-untested-rape-kit/

3/8/13 8:56 AM

«34°

SPONSORED BY

FOR A 35 WEEK SCHOOL YEAR &

Markqtp[a_cg_-{

oo
53

THE HUMAN SIDE
OF BANKING

Plus FREE Mobile
Banking with text alerts
and check deposits.

i, POPULAR

{0y
5 COMMUNITY BANK.

0 Popular North America. MEMBER FDIC.
CBS Chicago

DEAL OF THE DAY
76% off from

. Salebreaker.com

See more Deals for CBS Chicago

MOST POPULAR NEWS

Teen Accused Of Hiding Camera In
Boys’ Locker Room Expected To Post
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Bond has been set at $15,000 for a 17-year-old boy
accused of placing a pinhole camera inside the
boys’ locker room at Crystal Lake Central High
School.
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County Sheriff’s office and lllinois State Police. More than 200
untested “rape kits” — evidence collected in sexual assaults — were
recovered.

“Sometimes you have to peel back the onion to understand what'’s
going on. Unfortunately for her, the system broke down,” said the

woman’s attorney, Yao Dinizulu.

A spokeswoman for the city of Harvey, however, said the police
“diligently investigated” the incident and “never abandoned the matter.”

In 1997, Buchanan was suspected of raping the girl in her home and
was interviewed by Harvey detectives, but released without charges. A
rape kit was taken from the victim but was not tested until being

recovered in the raid.

Havey spokeswoman Sandra Alvarado said in email that Harvey police

SpensonssLénfminal sexual assault.

@ dAl-panRetinancs
2.05%

e 2013 VA Loan Guidelines

individual for this horrific ] As Seen On Military

crime. Channel ' All L...
www.VeteranLoanAdministration.com

Department “diligently investi

Unfortunately, at that time, cr
against any particular

eyer abei}:doned this matter Leiss t
~ if Ite
, taki t f t t ?é
year, taking advantage of tech earn ot?éli\ll)o ?feLock
feaieorkmgiiiion Plan.

LifeLock.com

“Harvey investigators, however,

investigators from the Harve

investigators of the state’s
attorney office were finally

able to bring charges .
g g Barclaycard Ring

8% Variable APR, No
= Annual Fee and No Fees

“on Balance Transfers.
www.barclaycardring.com

against Robert Buchanan = < e
for the criminal sexual
assault of his step-
daughter.”

“Everything from (the rape) Buy a link here
to the present time has

been a blur,” the woman said Tuesday. “You go on. No one knows.
You live your life like everything is normal. | always knew this was not

right.”

Lawyers allege the woman, who now lives out of state, was notified by
an investigator for the state’s attorney’s office last spring that the kit
was never tested.

Last year, investigators obtained DNA from Buchanan that matched
DNA in the rape kit, State’s Attorney’s office spokeswoman Sally Daly
said after Buchanan was charged.

The suit alleges Harvey officials failed to protect the victim’s rights

under the lllinois Domestic Violence Act of 1986. It also claims infliction

of emotional distress, willful and wanton neglect, and fraudulent
concealment.

Alvarado said the case “predates this administration and it is
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Test Vote

A day after Gov. Pat Quinn upbraided lawmakers
for inaction on the state's multibillion-dollar
pension mess, House members found a proposal
they could get behind, backing a measure to limit
the salary on which a public employee's retirement
benefits could be based.

Hidden Camera Found In High School
Locker Room, Student Charged

A Crystal Lake Central High School student was
arrested Thursday after a hidden camera was
discovered in the boy’s athletic locker room, police
said.

Elderly Man, Woman Found Dead In
Burbank Were Shot And Stabbed

The victims—identified by the Cook County
Medical Examiner’s office as 79-year-old Peter
Mountain and 80-year-old Sally Lopez—were
found unresponsive in a bedroom, according to
police.

Grandmother Found Dead With Maggots
In Hair Was Victim Of Elder Abuse:
Prosecutors

A South Side woman has been charged with elderly
neglect after her malnourished, bedridden
grandmother was discovered dead with maggots in
her hair, bed sores, skin ulcers and chemical burns
caused by lying in her own urine.

Former Bears, Irish Star Zorich To Plead
Guilty To Failing To File Taxes

Former Chicago Bears and Notre Dame star Chris
Zorich has agreed to plead guilty to federal charges
of failing to file tax returns for four years.
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regrettable that the victim was unable to have her assailant brought to
justice due to circumstances that were beyond the control of the
Harvey Police Department.”

She said the department “takes every crime seriously and is grateful to
its steadfast investigators and help given by the lllinois State Police to,
hopefully, bring some degree of closure to the victim and her family.”

The victim has been diagnosed with suppressed memories and is
currently receiving therapy, the release said.

Buchanan was a correctional officer at the time of the incident, but had
been on duty-related disability leave since November 2010, the
sheriff’s office said at the time of his arrest.

He is scheduled for a status hearing at the Markham courthouse on
March 9.

The SouthtownStar contributed to this report, via the Sun-Times Media
Wire.

(Source: Sun-Times Media Wire © Chicago Sun-Times 2012. All
Rights Reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast,
rewritten, or redistributed.)
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Guinness Paint The Town Black “On-
Air” Giveaway

Listen to the Boers and Bernstein Show weekdays
from 1:00 PM CT to 6:00 PM CT from March 7th,
2013 through March 12th, 2013 for your chance to
win Northside Rooftop Tickets!

Guinness “River Turn Green” Viewing
Party Giveaway

Listen to 670 The Score, weekdays from 9 AM CT
to 10 PM CT from March 6th, 2013 through March
11th , 2013 for your chance to win entry to the
Guinness “River Turn Green” viewing party on
Saturday March 16th, 2013 from 10am-to Noon.

Imperial Costa Rica Trip Giveaway

Visit your local Imperial Retailer starting Monday,
March 4th at 9:00 AM CT to Friday, April 5th,
2013 at 10:00 PM CT. to get the text code for your
chance to win a seven (7) night stay for two (2) at
Riu Guanacaste, Costa Rica!

Win A Dream Trip To Vegas!

This is your chance to win the ultimate trip to the
strip -- Three winners and their guests will win the
Las Vegas VIP trip of a lifetime to experience the
Academy of Country Music Awards & College
Basketball Gaming!
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